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From248KmToNearly 1,200 Km:PMModi
HighlightsIndia’s MetroBoom Since 2014

NEW DELHI: Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modion
Thursdayhighlighted the
expansion of India’s metro
networkoverthepastdecade,
sayingthe countryhasmade
rapid progressinurbantra-
nsportationsince2014.Ina
postonX,PM Modisaid India’s
operationalmetronetworkhas
grownfrom248kmacrossfive
citiesin2014tonearly 1,200
kmacross26cities.

Headdedthatmorethan
onecrore peoplenow travel
bymetroeveryday.

Takingaswipeatthepace
of metro expansion before
2014, the Prime Ministerre-
ferredtocitieslike Puneand
saidtheywould havehadto

wait for decades for metro
connectivityifthe network
hadcontinued growingatthe
earlierrate.
“Letmeaskyou...IfIndia’s
Metronetworkhad continued
expandingatthepaceitdid
before2014,howlongwould
thewaitbefor citieslike Pune
tohaveametro? YEARS, no
DECADES, perhaps. And
thatwas UNACCEPTABLE.
In2014,Indiahadjust248km
of Metrolinesacross5cities.
Today, wehavenearly 1,200
kmacross 26 cities. Over 1
crore peopletravel by Metro
everyday; hesaid.

nghhghtmgthebeneﬁts
of metro connectivity, PM

M0d1 sald the expans10n was
notjustaboutincreasingthe

Deleted voters should get justice: Karnataka CMDK
Shivakumaras INDIA bloc protestagainstSIR

BENGALURU: AstheIN-
DIAbloc’sKarnatakaunitheld
aprotestagainst the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoralrolls, Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar said thatall
voterswhosenameshadbeen
deleted, exceptthosewhoare
deceased, should getjustice,
andasserted thatthe protest
would continue until their
demandsweremet.

“Wedon’tagreewith the
way SIRisongoing. Allthe
voters whose names have
been deleted, except for the
deceased, should getjustice.
Untiljusticeisserved, wewill
continuetofight,” Shivakumar
said. Karnataka Minister Pri-
yankKhargedemandedthe
resignation of Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Gya-
nesh Kumar,allegingthatthe
Election Commission had
failedtoaddressquestionsover
the SIRand voter deletions.
”Wehave madeour demand
very clear. Gyanesh Kumar
shouldresign; heshould go.
Todaythe countryhasseen
mandatesbeing manufac-
tured because of the Chief
Election Commissioner. It
hasbeen proved. Peopleare

askingquestions; the CEC
ismissing. Therehavebeen

fiveU-turnsbythe Election s~ &%

Commission aboutits
standonForm6and Form |
7,aboutthe software that
hasbeen manipulated

for deletions, and they /,,

areunabletoanswerany
questionsthatarebeing
posed,” Khargesaid.

Earlierintheday, KPCC
President BK Hariprasad said
thatthe INDIAbloc’s protest
against SIR of electoral rolls
would continue until Gyanesh
Kumarresigns. “Today, the
INDIA blocis organising
amassive protestagainst
MrGyanesh Kumarandthe
SIR.Thisisin continuation
oftheNovember 1 Ramlila
rally,wheremyleader Rahul
Gandhiji, AllIndia Con-
gress Committee President
Mallikarjun Khargeji,and
allINDIA blocleadershad
gathered at Ramlila to seek
theresignation of Gyanesh
KumarandtoscraptheSIR,
Hariprasadsaid.

Hesaid thatINDIA bloc
leadersand membershad
assembled at Freedom Park
to continue the protest. “In

continuation ofthis, theINDIA
blochasassembled todayat
Freedom Park,and weare
goingtostartour protesttoday.
AllourINDIA blocmembers
arehere. And till Gyanesh
Kumar resigns, this protest
willcontinue,” hesaid.
Hariprasad furthersaid
that the protest would be
extendedacross Karnataka,
with District Congress Com-
mittee presidents holding
ralliesatdistrictheadquarters
on Thursday. “Today, allmy
District Congress Committee
presidentsarealsoholding
protestralliesatall thedistrict
headquarters. From tomor-
rowonwards, itwillreachthe
talukasandblocks. Thiswill
continuetill Gyanesh Kumar
resigns,”headded.
Theprotest, whichstarted
at11 AMandwillgoonuntil2
PM, isbeingorganisedbythe

\bJ

Congress, CPI(M), CP]I,

™ Cp1(ML) Liberation, For-
= wardBlocand Samajwadi
:9;\\\'! Party,along with other

.| progressive parties,social
organisationsandstudent
andyouth organisations
involvedin theanti-SIR

<O _A ﬁﬁ agitation. The protestis

being presided over by
ChiefMinister DK Shivaku-
mar, former Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee
(KPCC)President BK Harip-
rasad. Multilingual filmactor
Prakash Raj, CPI(M) State
SecretaryPrakash K, CPI State
Secretary Sathi Sundaresh,
CPI(ML) Liberation State
SecretaryClifton D'Rozario,
Forward Bloc President JR
Shivashankarand Samajwadi
PartyPresidentN Manjappa
arealso participating.

Meanwhile, police per-
sonnelhavebeen deployedin
adequatenumbersat Freedom
Parktomaintain securityand
manage thegathering. The
protestcomesasopposition
parties continue toraise con-
cernsover the SIR exerciseand
seekaccountability fromthe
Election Commission.

Minister Nirmalkumar givesaninterviewregarding
thearrest of former DMK minister Mahesh

MADURALI: Minister
Nirmal Kumar spoketorep-
ortersregardingthearrestof
former DMK minister Mahesh.
Hestated the following:

*Noonehasbeenarrest-
edwithoutevidence;thereis
concrete proof. Funds were
collectedandhanded overto
Mahesh—weknowwherethe

money was collected, from
whom itwas collected,and
the exactamountsinvolved.

*Wealso know where

' themoneywashanded over.

Thesefundsweretreated as
‘partyfunds, andinexchange,
safety standardsfor children
invariousschoolswerecomp-
romised toissue [compliance]
certificates.
Thisisnotarecentissue;
wehavereceived numerous
complaintsindicating that
thiscollectionrackethasbeen
ongoingforthepasttwoyears.
*Several educational ins-

titutionshave come forward
with complaints,backed by
evidence. Thereisalso proof
ofthefinancial transactions.
OverRs.400crorehaschan-
gedhands, with thesafety of
studentsbeingcompromised
inexchangeforissuingcerti-
ficatesto theseschools.

*TheHigh Courthasobs-
ervedthattherearesufficient
grounds [for the case] and
thatcustodialinterrogationis
permissible. Actionhasbeen
takenbecausethereisevidence.
Minister Nirmal Kumar st-
ated this.

easier for people.
Headded, “Theimpa-

4= ctgoesbeyond statistics or

¥ numbers. [tmeanslesstime
i intraffic, more familytime,

/" greater productivity and
better opportunities. This
isthetransformation weare
working towards for urban
India!”

PM Modi’sremarkscame

§ twodaysafterheinaugurated

andlaid the foundation stone

i for Pune Metro projects wo-
1§ rtharoundRs21,800 crore

e, = throughvideo conferencing.

number of routes but also
aboutmakingeverydaylife

NEWDELHL Tam11 Nadu Governbr
Arlekar met with President Droupadi

Murmutoday.

Maharashtra Chief Minister
DevendraFadnavisalso atte-

[T

. Themeetingtook place

atthe Rashtrapati Bhavanin
Delhi. Arlekar was appoint-
* ed as the full-time Gover-
nor of Tamil Nadu two weeks ago.
Following this,he met the President

Thisisthe change.we are‘drlvmg forindia

ndedtheevent.
ThePrime Ministerina-
ugurated Pune MetroLine3,
alsoknownasthePinkLine,
builtatacostofover Rs8,300
crore. The 23&km corridor
connects Maan to District
CourtMetro stationand wi-
llink the HinjewadiIT hub
with Shivajinagar.
Thenewlineisexpected
toimprove connectivity for
thousands of I'T professionals
and other daily commuters.
PM Modialsolaid the fou-
ndation stone for Phase Il
of Pune Metro, which will
bedeveloped atan estimat-

call.

ed costofaround Rs 13,500
crore.
Thesecondphaseinclud-
esfourmetrolines &2A,2B,
4and4A &and will expand
connectivity across major
residential,commercialand
IT areas.
&Line2A:Vanazto Ch-
andani Chowk.
&Line2B: Ramwadito
Vitthalwadi.
&Line4:KharaditoKh-
adakwasla, coveringaround
25.52km.
&Line4A:NalStoptoMa-
nikBaug, coveringaround6.12
km.Theexpansionisaimedat
improving connectivityacross
Puneandmakingdailytravel
easier forresidents.

Tamil Nadu Governor Arlekar
meets President Droupadi Murmu

inDelhitoday.

During the meeting, Governor
Arlekar extended his Diwali greetings
to President Droupadi Murmu. Itis
understood that this was a courtesy

DMK President M.K. Stalindonates
10,000 books to three Ilbrarles

CHENNATI: Res-
ponding to requests
fromindividualswho
had gifted himbooks
duringpersonal mee-
tings, DMK President §
M.K. Stalin donated |i§
10,000bookstodayto
librariesinthedistricts
of Tirunelveli, Tenkasi,

and Tiruvannamalai. e
Inapressrelease,the & — 7 =

DMK stated that M.K.

Karunanidhi.
The Dravi-
daMunnetra
Kazhagam
is home to
countless
27 individuals

[~ -~ likeKasi,who

demonstrate
, thatprincipl-
i esarenotjust
| for speech-

Stalinaccepted there-

quests made by those us g’

whohad methimin
person—who asked that
thebookstheygifted tohim
be donated tolibrariesin
theirrespective colleges or
localareas.

Accordingly, Stalin ha-
nded overatotal 0of 10,000
bookstorepresentatives of
therespectiveinstitutions
today (November 5) at the
DMK headquarters, Anna
Arivalayam, in Chennai. The
distributionincluded 5,000
booksforthelibraryof St. Xa-
vier’s College (Autonomous)
in Palayamkottai (Tirunelv-

elidistrict), 3,000 books for
the Rahmaniya Educational
Institution’straining center
in Vasudevanallur (Tenkasi
district),and 2,000books for
thelibrary ofthe Governme-
ntArts Collegein Chengam
(Tiruvannamalaidistrict).
To date, M.K. Stalin has do-
natedatotal of710,000 (7.1
lakh) books—from those
hehasreceived—tovarious
collegesand libraries. This
wasstatedinapressrelease.
Furthermore, regarding his
meeting with senior DMK
member Kasiand hisfamily,

&6meVeuIT (I_.p &. GrOLIT 60\ 60T .gqmmsrr

M.K. Stahn wrote on soc1al
media:
“DMKmembersarenot
merelythosewho carryapa-
rtyflag; theyare peoplewho
liveby their principles. Thad
the pleasure of meetingthe
esteemed Kasi, who stands
asatrueembodimentofthis.
Inspired by theideals of Peri-
yar,havingmade *Murasoli*
(thepartyorgan) his politi-
cal classroom, and having
wholeheartedly welcomed
and proudly celebrated int-
er&caste marriages—in his
eyes,Isawtheverysmile of

es onastage,
but aremea-
| nttobeliv-
ed outinon-
e’s daily life.
Fromthelives of such dedi-
cated members—whohave
nurtured the DMK through
theirhard workand sacrifi-
ces—thereissomuch forall
ofustolearn: fromme,asthe
partyleader,downtothegr-
assroots&level worker; from
our seasoned veteransto the
youth justbeginning their
politicaljourney. Evenafter
bidding farewell to the dear
Kasi, my conversation with
him continuestoresonatein
myheart”

Three-storey building collapses
suddenly in Delhi

NEW DELHI: Construction work onathree&storybui-

Work was

)8 1dingisunderwayin the ChawriBazararea of Delhi.
continuing

today when, arou-

v , nd 10:00 AM, the building suddenly collapsed.

| Itisfeared thatseveral people maybetrappedinthedebris.
| Threebodieshavebeenrecovered. Rescueoperationsarein
full swing, and the police are investigating the cause of the
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Today horoscope

~  Youwillimpressthosearound youwith
| fresh, innovativeideas. You may purchase mod-
ernelectronicorelectrical appliances. In busi-
ness, youwill successfullyrecoverlong-pending
dues. Itisadvisable toavoid arguments
atyour workplace
Youmayexperiencesome runningaround 2 )
ortensionregarding yoursonseducationor &
your daughter’s marriage. At work, you will
locateadocumentyouhad been searching for.
You will effectivelyhandle competition in your business.

There willbe happiness within the family. Your words will
reflectyour practical wisdom and experience. You

will benefit from interactions with people who
speak otherlanguages. Unnecessary expendi
tureswill decline. Your statusand respectatthe
workplacewillincrease.

e G,
—A

Youwill handle challenging tasks with ease. Family
memberswilllisten to and value your words. Sudden travel is
likely. Youwill reconnect with old friendsand
relatives. Inbusiness, youwill achieve success
byemploying new strategies. Your professional
life will flourish.

Youwill gain the mental strength to endure anysituation.
Your siblings willbea source of great support.

Avoid making enemies at your workplace. In

business, considerand actupon the suggestions

ofyour partners. You will overcome opposition

and emerge successful.

With the Moon positioned within your sign,
itisbesttoavoid arguments. Follow theadvice
given by your parents. Your workload may
increase. In terms of business, you willmeet
withkey individualsand sign new agreements;
profitsarelikely.

Tripsto other towns or regions will prove satisfying. You
willfind solutions tolong-standing problems. You may feel
inclined toward yoga and meditation. You might

m purchase modern electronic devices. Maintaina
peaceful demeanor at your workplace. Business

activities will bebrisk.

Youwill find yourself drawn to new clothingand orna-
ments. You may benefit through relatives on your mother’s
side. Youwill attend functions hosted by
prominentor influential people. Atyour work [
place, itisbest to focus solely on your own tasks.

You will move forward toward your goals. Your appear-
anceand vitalitywillimprove, and your social standing will
rise. Good things will happen within your family, and your
A children will show a keen interest in their studies.
Inbusiness, you willemploy new strategies to
attract customers. Your professional life

will flourish.

Mental confusion will dissipate, giving way to clarity.
Therewillbeanimprovementinyour mother’s @& =57,
health. Youmay visitsacred places, and youmigh -'d
renovate your ancestral home. Atwork, your
superiors willbecome your friends. Inbusiness,
you may relocate your shop toadifferent place.

.Keep your temper in checkand avoid criticizing
lothers. Youmaysellanancestralhome oraplot
ofland. Inbusiness, you might have to navigate
through some confusion. Itisadvisable to
maintainacalm demeanor at your workplace.

You will make someimportant decisions with courage.
Friends will be helpful,and your siblings will
providestrong support. Inbusiness, you will
successfully overcome competition. At the
office, avoid interfering in other people’s affairs.

RoKhanna Predlcts Democratic

Tsunami' with Over 250 Seats,
Trump Wields Veto Power

USA:Indian&American Congressman RoKhannahas
predictedamajor Democraticresurgenceinthe US midt-
ermelections, drawing comparisonsto the 2008 electoral
waveunder former President Barack Obama.

Khannastated, “It’s going tobe over 250 seats. This is
atsunami. Itisarepudiation of Trump.” Heemphasized
thatvotersare primarily concerned with the costofliving
andinternational diplomacy, seeking solutions forlower
foodandfuelprices.

TheDemocraticparty’sfocuswillbeonreducing costs
forfamilies,including childcareand healthcare. This shift
inpower in Washington couldlead to direct confrontations
with former President Donald Trump. While Democrats
anticipateadvancingabroadlegislative agenda, Trump
retains the powerful presidential veto.

Trumphasindicated hiswillingnesstouse thisauthority,
sharinganimage on Truth Social witha “VETO’baseball
cap. Heacknowledgeditasastrong presidential powerbut
alsoexpressed adesiretoavoid constant stalemates. The
US Constitution mandates thateverybill passed by Con-
gressmust go to the president forapproval. The president
has10daystosign,veto,orallowitto pass. A presidential
vetocanonlybeoverriddenbyatwo&thirds supermajority
inboththe Houseand Senate,a threshold the Democrats
currentlylack. Thismakesthevetoasignificanthurdlefor
newlegislation.

— ENGLISH NEWS DAILY
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‘Annan Seer’ Scheme for Weddings: Tender Issued
for Procurement of Gold Coinsand Silk Sarees

CHENNATIInitselection
manifesto, the Tamil Nadu
governmentannouncedthe
‘Annan Seer’scheme, under
whichitwould pr-
ovidean 8&gram
gold coinandasilk
sareetowomenon
their weddingday.
Thestategovernm-
entissuedaGover-
nmentOrder(G.0.)
allocatingRs. 812
crorefortheimplementation
ofthisscheme.

Following this, the So-
cial Welfare Department
hasnowreleasedatender
notice forthe procurement
0f60,000 unitseach of 8&gr-

amgold coinsandsilksarees.
Regardingthis, the Social Wel-
fare Department’s notification
specifies the following: The
8&gram gold

oinsmustbeof
: 22&carat(916)
purityandbear
theBIShallm-
ark. Thecoins,
which should
haveadiameter
of22 mm, must
featuretheofficial state emb-
lem of Tamil Nadu in Tamil
scriptononeside. Biddersare
required toprovideanearn-
estmoney deposit(EMD) of
Rs.6crore. Furthermore, the
biddermusthaveanaverage

annual turnover ofatleastRs.
750 crore over thelastthree
financial years.

Thepriceofgoldwillbeca-
lculated based onthe morning
rateonthedateofthe purchase
order; charges—including
makingcharges—and GST
willbeadded.

Delivery must be co-
mpleted within 30 days.
Applications mustbe sub-
mitted by December 4th.
Additionally, thesareesmustbe
made 0f100% pure mulberry
silkandbear the ‘Silk Mark’
and ‘Handloom Mark’labels.
Eachsetmusthaveatotallength
of6.20 meters—comprising
5.50 metersfor thesareeand

0.70 meters for the blouse
piece—and atotal weight
0f430 grams (380 grams of
silkand 50 grams of *zari*).
Furthermore,asecurity deposit
ofRs.24lakhisrequired. The
biddermusthaveanaverage
annual turnoverofatleastRs.
30croreover thelastthreefina-
ncialyears,and the sarees must
bedelivered within 120 days.
Applications mustbe submi-
ttedby December 7th.

The documentation fee
forthisprocessisRs.5,725.
Further detailscanbefoundon
the websites www.tntenders.
gov.inand www.tnsocialwe-
Ifare.tn.gov.in. Thishasbeen
stated therein.

2 Year Service Extension for‘Agniveers’
Recruited into the Armed Forces 4 Years Ago

ChlefofDefence Staff General N.S. Raja Subramani Shares Update

NEW DELHI: Chi-
efof Defence Staff (CDS)
GeneralN.S.RajaSubram-
aniannouncedyesterday
thatthe Union Cabinethas
approveda2&yearservice
extension for Agniveers.
In2022,the Central Go-
vernmentimplemented
the Agnipath’recruitment
schemetoinductyouthinto

theIndian Armed Forces
(Army, Air Force,and Na-
vy)onashort&termbasis.
Individualsselected under
thisschemeareknownas

« ‘Agniveers.

Theyareprovided with
anopportunitytoservein

% the Armed Forcesforatotal

of4years,whichincludesa
6&monthmilitarytraini-
ngperiod. Followingthis
4&yeartenure,25% ofthe
personnelmaybeabsorb-
edinto permanentservice
based on merit, whilethe
remaining75% willberele-
ased fromservice.
Againstthisbackdrop,
whilespeakingtoreporters

inDelhiyesterday, Chiefof
Defence Staft (CDS) Gen-
era]lN.S.RajaSubramani...
RajaSubramaniannou-
ncedasignificantupdate
regardingthe ‘Agnipath’
scheme.

Hestated, “25% ofthe
‘Agniveers' who complete
theirinitial four&yearser-
vicetenurewillbeinducted
asregularsoldiersintothe
armed forces”
“Regardingtheremaining
75%, thethreebranches of
thearmed forcesrecom-
mendedasecond term of
servicelastingtwoyears.
The Union Cabinethas
approvedthisproposal, gr-

Government Jobs for Families of
Those Who Died in Karur

Supreme Court Grants Time for TN Government toRespond

KARUR: The Supreme
Courthasgranted the Tamil
Nadugovernment four weeks
tofilearesponseinanappeal
challengingthe cancellation of
agovernment orderthat had
provided stateemployment
to the families of those who
diedinastampede in Karur.
InSeptember2025,41 people
lost their lives in a stampede
duringanelection campaign
rally held by the TVK (Tam-
izhaga Vettri Kazhagam)in
Velusamipuram, Karur district.

To support the bereav-
ed families, the Tamil Nadu
government issued an order
grantinggovernmentjobson
compassionategroundsto31
individuals from these families.
Chief Minister Vijay personally
handed over the appointme-

ntletterstothe beneficiaries.
Following a petition filed by
Theeran Thirumurugan ofthe
‘Naam Tamilar Katchi’party
before the Madurai Bench of
the Madras High Court, the
courtquashedthe Tamil Nadu
government’sorderthat had
granted government jobs to
members of the affected fam-
ilies. Challengingthis ruling,
the Tamil Nadu government,
alongwithindividualsfromthe
affected families—including
Prabhakaran, Selvakumar,
and Anandajothi—filed ap-
pealsinthe Supreme Court.
Upon hearingthe case, the
Supreme Court granted an
interim stay on the Madras
High Courtsorder.

The appeal subsequently
came up for further hearing

beforea Supreme Courtbench
led by Justice].B. Pardiwala.
Duringtheproceedings, Sen-
ior Advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, appearingon behalfof
the Tamil Nadu government,
requested an adjournment,
statingthat additional time
wasrequiredtofilearejoinder
inresponseto the counter-
&affidavit submitted by the
opposingside.

Atthis point, the judges
questioned why additional
time was being sought to file
anexplanatory affidavit wh-
enthere had beenno change
inthegovernment’s stance;
they then granted the Tamil
Nadugovernment four weeks
tofiletheaffidavit and adjo-
urnedthe hearing ofthe case
to December 8.

Shortage of Elephant Dung Hinders Production
of LargeCIay0|ILampsmV|Iacher|

ction oflarge clay oil lamps

“Wehave been making these

“~ claylampsfor 32years. To craft

MADURAI Theprodu feetznhezghtandtwofeetm

width—are being prepared

in Vilacheri, near Thirupa- forthetemplein Thiruvann-

rankundram, has been ha-
mpered by alack ofelephant
dung—akeyingredient mixed
with clayto createtheseitems.
InVilacheri, over 200 families
areengagedin craftingfigurines
usingamixtureofclay, paper
pulp, and cement. Withthemo-
nthofKarthigaiapproaching,
theartisans are busy making
clayoillamps (*agalvilakku-
s*). Forthe Karthigai Deepam
festival, six “megacrsized” clay
lamps—eachmeasuringtwo

amalai (near Srivilliputhur).
Theselarge lamps, which can
hold 30liters of oil, are desig-
nedto burn continuously for
threedays.

Inadditionto these, the
artisansarepreparing25med-
iumersizedlamps (onefoottall,
with a 2eliter capacity) and
3,000smallerlamps (eachwith
a 100&milliliter capacity)to be
sentforthe Thiruvannamalai
Deepam. GauriShankar, who
isinvolvedinthiswork, stated:

2

lamps larger than onefoot or
to create deity idols, we must
mixtheclaywithfinesand and
elephant dung.

Weareunabletoobtainthe
dungbecausetheelephant from
the Thiruparankundram temple
hasbeen movedtoan elephant
camp. Forthe pasttwo years,
wemanaged tosource it from
thosewho carefor elephants
attheKallazhagar Temple.”
“Weare currently reaching
outtovariousplacestosecure
asupply. Once we obtain it,
wewill proceed with the pr-
oduction of thelarge lamps.”
“Inthemeantime, wearefoc-
usingon producingthe 3,000
smaller lamps, each witha
100&milliliter capacity,” he
added.

antingatwo&year service
extensiontothese Agnivee-
rs;” headded.

In2022,thefirstbatch
of Agniveerswasinduc-
tedintothearmed forc-
es—19,000inthe Army,
2,850inthe Air Force,and
2,550inthe Navy—totaling
24,400 personnel.
Morethan 18,300 of these
Agniveersweresettocom-
pletetheir four&year tenu-
reandexitthearmedforces
byDecember31.Following
thisdecisionbythe Union
Government,itappears
theywillnowbegrantedan
additional two&year servi-
ceextension.
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THIRUKKURALTOECHOIN
22INDIANLANGUAGES!

Tamil's Timeless Wisdom

journey.

N

The initiative tointroduce Thiruk-
kural in 22 Indian Tanguages and English
through Kashi Tamil Sangamam 5.0 marks
aproudmilestoneinTamil’s cultural

The Central Institute of Classical
Tamil’s effort to spread the teachings
of Saint Thiruvalluvar deserves app-
reciation. Thirukkural is not merely
aTamil literary masterpiece;
universal guide tomorality, justice,
governance and humanity.

Translating its timelesswisdominto
multiple Tanguages will strengthen cu-
Ttural understanding and national unity
while introducing younger generations
toIndia’s richintellectual heritage.

However, translationaloneis ins-
ufficient. Thirukkural should become
part of educational programmes, digital
Tibraries and international academic
discussions. Its original meaning and
philosophical depthmust be preserved.

Tamil’s greatness Ties notonlyinits
ancient heritage but also inits power
to enlighten humanity.

Let Thiruvalluvar’s wisdom cross
every linguistic boundary andinspire
generations worldwide.

itisa

— Editor,
Madurai Mani News)

IKS Centra of Excellence.
IIT (BHU), Varanasl

AMARA GURUGUHA

Sr n \lullusnum oo

—

VaranaS| Tomarkthe 250th birth annlversaryofSrl MuthuswamiDikshitar—
one ofthe ‘Trinity’ of Carnatic music—Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man released a special commemorative coinworth Rs. 250, featuring hisimage,

the day before yesterday.

Atlas Axillia, Nalanda College
Launch Tlnkerlng Lab

COLOMBO: SriLan-
ka’sfutureinnovatorsand
entrepreneursaresetto
receiveasignificantboost

withtheinaugurationofa |

TinkeringLabatNalanda
College.
Thisinitiative,acoll-
aborationbetween Atlas
Axillia,asubsidiaryof
HemasHoldings PLC,and
Nalanda College,aimsto
preparethenation’syouth
foratechnology&driven
world.
TheNalandalInnovat-
ion Center, housed within
the college’s Centenary
Building, will provide han-
ds&onlearningin Science,
Technology, Engineering,
Arts,and Mathematics
(STEAM). Theprojectben-
efitsfromtechnical experti-
sefromIndia’s Atal Innov-
ation Mission (AIM), NITI
Aayog,andfacilitation by
the High Commission of
India, highlightingastrong
regional partnership.
India’s High Commiss-
ionerto SriLanka, Santosh
Jha,emphasized the shared
vision: “This collaboration
reflectsour shared aspir-
ationsand commitment

toempowering ouryouth
througheducation,science
andinnovation. India’s Atal
Innovation Mission hassp-
arked anationwide culture
of curiosityacross thousan-
dsofschoolsinIndia
Ashish Chandra, Gro-
up CEO of Hemas Holdings
PLC,notedthelab’srolein
nurturingfuture problem-
&solvers. “Trueempowe-
rmentbeginswith giving
our childrenthetoolsand
confidencetoshapetheir
own futures. The Tinkering
Labmarksanatural evolut-
ionofthatjourney, nurtur-
ing curiosity, creativityand
resilience”
Nalanda Collegealum-
nus MahelaJayawardene,
representing the Centenary
Committee, highlighted
theneed foradaptabilityin
arapidlychangingworld.

“Theworldisevolvingatan
unprecedented pace,and
ourstudentsmust graduate
with capacitiesinadaptabi-
lity, teamworkand creative
courage”” Thelabwill offer
studentsaresource&rich

environmentto experim-
entwithrobotics, artific-
ialintelligence (AI),and
design thinking, bridging
thegapbetween theoretical
knowledgeand practical
application.
Facilitiesincludea DIY
Innovation Lab,anadvan-
ced fabricationlabfor 3D
printing,and dedicated
spaces foraugmented/vi-
rtualreality (AR/VR)and
agriculturaltechnology.
Thiscollaborative effort
underscoresacommitment
toaccessible, technology-
&based education for Sri
Lankanstudents.
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CMinaugurates 768 housing units built by the Housing Board and
Urban Habitat DevelopmentBoardata costof Rs. 1,021 crore

CHENNAI The Chief
Minister inaugurated 768
apartmentunitsand commer-
cial complexes—constructed
by the Tamil Nadu Housing
Boardand the Tamil Nadu
Urban Habitat Development
BoardatacostofRs.1,021.53
crore—viavideo conference.
Accordingtoapressrelease
issued by the Government of
TamilNadu, the TamilNadu
HousingBoardhasconstructed
304apartmentunitsand an

EM@‘%

11&storycommercial complex
in Arumbakkam, Chennai,
atacostofRs.588.10crore.
ChiefMinister Vijayinau-
gurated—viavideoconference
yesterday—643 apartment
unitsand commercial com-
plexesacrossfivelocations,
constructedatatotal costof
31,003.97 crore. Theseincl-
udeacommercial complex
and216apartments for the
high&incomegroupin As-
hokNagar (3307.89crore);a

commercial complex, 8 high-
&incomegroupapartments,
and 8 middle&incomegroup
apartmentsin BesantNagar
(%23.79crore); 80 high&inco-
megroup apartmentsin Padi
Kuppam (380.24 crore);and
24apartments for theecon-
omically weakersectionin
Karumangulam (33.95crore).

The Chief Minister in-
augurated 125 apartment
units, constructed atacost
ofRs.17.56 croreunderare-

Diwali: 15,659 Special Buses from Chennai
to Operate from Today until November 7

Informat

§

CHENNALI: Transport
Minister Vijay Thamizhan
Parthiban hasannounced
that 15,659 special buses will
beoperated from Chennaibe-
tweentodayand November7,
inview ofthe Diwali festival.
Inaninterview yesterday,
he stated that for the Diwali
period—from November 5
to7—atotal of 15,659 bus-
esare planned to operate.
Thisincludes 6,573 regular
scheduledbusesandanad-
ditional 9,086 specialbuses.
Furthermore, 26,000 special
buseswillbeoperatedbetween
otherdistricts.

Following the Diwali
festival,on November9and
10,atotalof 11,197 buses—
comprising 4,382 regular
busesand 6,815 additional
specialbuses—willbe oper-
ated fromvariouslocations
backto Chennai. Buseswill
departfrom five designated
terminalsin Chennai. Buses
headingtowards Puducherry,
Cuddalore, Chidambaram,
Trichy, Madurai, Thoothukudj,
Sengottai, Tirunelveli, Salem,
and Coimbatorewill operate

lonprovided by Minister Vijay ThamizhanParthiban

fromanopenspacenearthe
CMDA parkatKilambakkam.
Busesbound for Vandavasi,
Polur,and Tiruvannamalai
willalso operate from this
samelocation.

Meanwhile,buseshead-
ingtowards Kumbakonam,
Thanjavur,and Nagapattinam
willoperate from the tempo-
rarybusstand at Maraimalai
Nagar. Busesheadingtowards
East CoastRoad, Kanchipu-
ram, Vellore, Bengaluru,and
Tiruttaniwilldepartfromthe
KoyambeduBus Terminus.
Busesbound for the state of
AndhraPradesh—viaPonneri
and Uthukottai—willoperate
fromthenewMadhavaram
Bus Terminus. Additionally,
regularbusservicesto Trichy,
Salem, Kumbakonam,and
Tiruvannamalaiwill contin-
uetooperate. Furthermore,
buseswill beavailable from
16locationsacross Chenn-
ai—Thiruvanmiyur, Avadi,
Tambaram, Tiruvottiyur,
Siruseri, Adyar, Broadway,
Egmore, Ambattur, Taram-
ani, Island Grounds (Theevu
Thidal), Guindy, Velachery,
AshokPillar, Poonamallee,
and Saidapet—for passeng-
erswhohave madeadvance
bookings.

Thiswasstated by the off-
icial. Intotal, 5,061 buses will
beoperated from Chennai

today; thisincludes2,191 reg-
ularlyscheduledbuses, 2,316
additional specialbuses,and
554 private contractbuses.

A total of 5,431 buses
willbe operated tomorrow.
Regardingspecial trains for
Diwali, Southern Railwayhas
issuedapressrelease: A spe-
cialtrain (06111)willdepart
from Tambaramat7:30 PMon
November6andreach Tirun-
elveliat9:20 AM thefollowing
day.Inthereturndirection,
aspecial train (06112) will
departfrom Tirunelveliat
7:00 PM onNovember9and
arriveat Tambaramat 9:00
AMthenextday.

Thistrain will pass thr-
ough Villupuram, Trichy,
Sivagangai, Manamadurai,
Virudhunagar, Rajapalayam,
and Tenkasi. Ticket reservati-
onsforthesetwospecial trains
begintoday (Nov5)at8:00 AM.
Unreserved MEMU special
trainswill operate between
Tambaramand Manamadu-
raionNovember6and7,and
between Manamaduraiand
Tambaram on November 7
and9. Similarly, unreserved
special MEMU trainswillrun
between Chennai Egmore
and Trichy on November 6
and7,between Trichyand
Tambaram on November 7,
andbetween Trichyand Eg-
moreon November9.

Leaderofthe Opposition Udhayanidhi questions the
TN governmentregarding crop loans forfarmers

CHENNALI: Leader ofthe
Opposition Udhayanidhihas
issuedastatementquestioning
the Tamil Nadu government
regardingagriculturalloans.
In his statement, he notes
thatthose who promiseda
completewaiver ofagricult-
uralloans—upon comingto
power—instead categorized
farmersinto “slabs”and an-
nounced awaiver foronlya
meager portionoftheirdebt.
Thismove wasmetwith strong
opposition from the DMK,
other opposition parties,
andvariousfarmers’ unions.
When farmersstaged protests,
theincompetent ministers
promisedtoholddiscussions
oncetheby&electionsin Dha-
rapuramand Maduranthagam
concluded.Ithasnowbeen
nearlyamonthsincethose
by&elections, yet thisinept
government remains com-
pletelysilenton theissue of
theagriculturalloan waiver.
Farmersare concerned thatthis
silencemaysignalanattempt

toonceagainannounceawa-
iverforonlyatrivialamount.
Farmers, currentlyin di-
stressand unable to even
celebrate festivals, arenow
anxiousaboutwhetherthey
willbeableto celebrate the
upcoming Pongal festival
withanypeace of mind. The
*kuruvai* (short&term) crop
failedbecausethe governm-
entbetrayed the farmers by
failingtorelease water from
the Cauveryriverasrequired.
Whenweraised thedemand for

droughtreliefin the Legislative
Assembly, the Chief Minister
confidently—and falsely—c-
laimedthatreliefhadalready
been provided, conflatinga
special *kuruvai* package
withactualdroughtrelief.
Whatdoeshehavetosaynow?
Turge this “circus” ofa gov-
ernmentnot todeceivethe
farmersonceagain;instead, it
should—muchlikethe DMK
did duringitstenures—wa-
iveallagriculturalloans for
allfarmers.

developmentprojectinthe
Kolantha Goundanurarea
of Karurdistrict,aspartof
the ‘Housingfor All’scheme
implemented by the Urban
Habitat Development Board.

The Chief Minister in-

&~ j augurated buildings cons-

tructed atatotal cost of Rs.
71.36 crore. Thisincludes
policeinfrastructure worth
Rs.8.90 crore—comprising
fourpolicestationsinErode,
Ramanathapuram, Chenn-
ai,and Tiruvarur,aswellas
an SBCID officebuildingin
Perumbakkam, Thiruvallur
district—and fireand rescue
servicefacilitiesworthRs.8.41
crore, consisting of firestations
inMedavakkam (Chennai),
Needamangalam (Tiruvarur),
and Odukkathur (Vellore).
Furthermore, the Chief
Minister inaugurated new
industrial estates establish-
edbythe TamilNadu Small
Industries Development
Corporation (TANSIDCO)
underthe Micro,Smalland
Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Department: onein Perundu-
rai Phase&II (Erodedistrict),
spanning17.95acresatacost
ofRs. 15.23 crore,and anot-

her inNayanur (Villupuram
district),spanning29.44acres
atacostofRs.5.57 crore. He
alsoinaugurateda Common
Facility Centre for the coir
clusterin Mudhalipalayam
(Tiruppurdistrict), establ-
ishedbythe Department of
Industriesand Commerceat
acostofRs.13.95crore.

Additionally, the Chief
Ministerinaugurated anin-
tegrated government cocoon
marketcomplexin Sogathur,
Dharmapuridistrict, constru-
ctedatacostofRs. 19.20crore.
These events were attended
by Ministers Rajkumarand
Madanraja; K.P.K.Krishnan,
Chairmanofthe Urban Habitat
Development Board; Shiva,
Chairman of the Housing
Board; Chief Secretary Sai
Kumar; DGP Mahesh Kum-
ar Aggarwal; departmental
secretaries Karthik (Home),
Kirlosh Kumar (Housing),
Pradeep Yadav(MSME),and
Lilly (Handlooms);aswellas
Prabhakar, Managing Director
oftheHousingBoard,andP.
Ramana Saraswathi, Managing
Director ofthe Urban Habitat
Development Board,among
others.

In Thoothukudi, pollcearrestedtwo|nd|V|duaIswho
wereillegally transporting tobacco products by car;
they seized 243 kilograms of tobacco products, the
vehicle,andRs. 2.75lakhin cashfromthem.

No fatalitiesin the line of duty for
12 consecutive months; PM Modi
commends CRPF personnel

NEW DELHI: The Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF),
oneofthenation’s paramilitaryforces,hasachieved asignif-
icantmilestonebyrecordingzero fatalitiesin theline of duty
over the past 12 months. Prime Minister Modihasextended
hisappreciationtothe CRPF personnelfor thisachievement.
InapostonX (formerly Twitter) yesterday, Prime Minister
Modiwrote, “For 12 consecutive months, there havebeen
nofatalitiesin theline of duty within the CRPE. Thisis the
firsttimeinthelast47yearsthat
suchafeathasbeenachieved.
This ‘zero’ speaks volumes.”
Thispost featuresaphotograph
showingthenumber ‘zero’alo-
ngsidethree CRPF personnel,
eachpointingtheir firearms
inadifferentdirection. A se-
nior CRPF officer stated, “Wehave achieved thismilestone
despite the factthatour personnel remainactively engaged
inintense operationsacrossvarious conflictzones where
theyaredeployed. CRPF personnel carryoutinternal sec-
urity dutiesinseveralregionsof the country thatarehighly
pronetoviolence. Unfortunately, in the past, these oper-
ationshaveresultedinasignificantnumber of casualties.
Thefactthatnotasinglesoldier or officer haslost their
lifein thelast 12 monthsindicatesan improvementin the
security environmentand demonstrates that the force
haslearned fromits past mistakes and moved forward.”
Withastrength ofapproximately 3.25lakh personnel, the
CRPFplaysapivotalrolein the country’sinternal security.
Inparticular, thisforceisengaged inanti&Naxal operatio-
ns, counter&terrorism operationsin Jammuand Kashmir,
and counter&insurgency tasksin the northeastern states.

Pete Hegseth Faces Impeachment
Calls Amid Midterm Election Fallout

USA:USSecretaryof War Pete Hegsethisunderintense
pressure toresign, with Republican Congressman Thomas
Massie threatening to push forimpeachmentfollowing the
party’srecentmidtermelection setbacks.

Massie stated he would withdraw hisimpeachment
effortonlyif Hegseth stepsdown.

Reportsfrom CNNindicate that Massie planstoinitia-
teaHousevoteonimpeachment when federallawmakers
return for the next session. Multiple Republican sources
suggest the measureislikelyto pass. Thismove comesas
Democratsprepareto take controlof Congress,and various
conservativefiguresraise concernsabout Hegseth'sleade-
rshipand theadministrationshandling of the Iran conflict.

Congressman Jason Crow, representing Colorado’s 6th
Congressional District, openly called for Hegseth’sremoval,
labelinghim “incompetent” Crow emphasized thatevery
dayHegseth remainsin the Pentagon putsservicemembers
atgreaterrisk. Similarly, Patrick Ryan, aformer U.S. Army
intelligence officer from New York’s 18th congressional
district,echoed these sentiments, urging the public tosu-
pportthe ‘firehegseth.com’ campaign.

Massiehad previously presented a 34&page resolution
detailing grievancesagainst Hegseth,including concerns
over military operations, civilian casualties,and theIran
conflict. Despitethese challenges, President Donald Trump
publiclysupported Hegseth, statinghe was doinga “very
goodjob” Pentagonrepresentativesalso defended Hegse-
th,affirminghisdedication tothe departmentthroughthe
remainder of Trump’s term.
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Chenna| AfeI|C|tat|on ceremony forthe 27th SpeC|aI Com p03|te Groupofthe

National Security Guard (NSG), based atthe AvadiAir Force Station, was held
yesterday atthe Bharathiyar Hallinthe RajBhavan, Guindy, Chennai. Tamil Na-
du GovernorR.N. Raviattended the eventand honored the NSG personnel by
presenting them with medals and certificates of appreciation.

Andhra Pradesh CM Chandrababu Naidu
and PM Modi hold telephonic conversation

AMARAVATHIL:
Prime Minister Modi
spokewith AndhraPr-
adesh ChiefMinister
ChandrababuNaidu
overthephoneyeste-
rdaytoinquireabout
thedamage caused by
thecyclones ‘Arnab’
and ‘Murasu’
Thetwoleadersdiscuss-

edtheagriculturallosses,
casualties,and property
damageforabouthalfan
hour. Chandrababu Na1du

hadlargely preventeda

informedthe Prime Minis-
ter thatthe coastal Andhra

and Rayalaseemaregions

hadsufferedsignificantlo-
sses,butnoted that proacti-
veprecautionary measures

high deathtoll. Healso
requested thatadequate
reliefassistancebepro-
videdattheearliest.
Inresponse, Prime
Minister Modicomme-
ndedhim, stating, “You
handled thecyclones
effectively,drawingon
your experience. By cutting
offpower, yousaved theliv-
esoflivestock,and youhave
alsoensuredthatrestorati-
onworkisbeing completed
rapidly”

Chennai: Ch|efM|n|sterV|Jaymaugurated the disbursementofa specialince-

ntive of Rs.709.50 pertonne of sugarcane. The eventwas attended by MinisterR.
Vinoth, Chief Secretary M. Saikumar, Agriculture Secretary Na. Venkatesh, Com-
missionerof SugarR. Kannan, and Additional Director S. Arunraj, amongothers.

Karnataka: INDIAbloc stages protestagainst
SIR, seeks CECGyanesh Kumar S re5|gnat|on

KARANATAKA
TheINDIAbloc’sKar-
natakaunitisholding
aprotestat Freedom l \
ParkinBengaluruon (=4}
Thursdayagainstthe
SpecialIntensive Rev-
ision (SIR) ofelectoral
rolls,demandingthe
resignation of Chief
Election Commissi-
oner (CEC) Gyanesh
Kumar.

Theprotest,whichstarted
at11 AMandwillgoonuntil
2PM, isbeingorganised by
the Congress, CPI(M), CPI,
CPI(ML) Liberation, Forwa-
rdBlocand SamajwadiParty,
alongwith other progressive
parties,social organisationsand
studentandyouth organisat-
ionsinvolvedintheanti&SIR
agitation. Theprotestisbeing
presidedover by ChiefMinister
DK Shivakumar, former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiahand
Karnataka Pradesh Congress
Committee (KPCC) President
BKHariprasad.

Multilingual film actor
Prakash Raj, CPI(M) State
SecretaryPrakash K, CPIState
Secretary SathiSundaresh,
CPI(ML) Liberation State

Secretary Chfton D Rozar1o,
Forward Bloc PresidentJR
Shivashankarand Samajw-
adiPartyPresidentN Man-
jappaarealso participating.
Representatives of various
organisations,includingSa-
rvodayaKarnataka, Eddelu
Karnataka, the Federation of
DalitOrganisationsand the
Republican Party of India
arealsoattendingthe protest.

Meanwhile, policepers-
onnelhavebeendeployedin
adequatenumbersatFreedom
Parktomaintainsecurityand
manage the gathering. The
protestcomesasopposition
partiescontinuetoraiseconc-
ernsovertheSIRexerciseand
seekaccountabilityfromthe
Election Commission. Har-
iprasad said on Wednesday
the protestwouldbeheldin

continuationofthe
November 1demo-
k| nstration.

: “Incontinuation

onNovember1,the
entire INDIA bloc

ngamassiveprotest
atFreedomParkin
Bengaluru. Allour
CPI(M), Forward
Bloc,SamajwadiParty...and
Muslim Leagueleadershave
agreed toparticipateinthis,’
Hariprasadsaid.
Hariprasadaddedthatthe
protestmovementwouldbe
extendedtoalmostalldistricts
across Karnatakaattheblock
level. “This protestwill cont-
inueinKarnatakainalmost
alldistrictsattheblocklevel.
Tomorrow, wehavereq-
uestedall our districtunitsto
simultaneouslyhold protests
againstSIRand Gyanesh Kumar
and demandhisresignation,’
hesaid. The Congressleader
saidthepartyhadrequested
itsdistrict unitsto organise
simultaneousdemonstratio-
ns,indicatingthattheprotest
againstSIRwouldbetakenup
acrossthestate.
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Atthe 15th Main Road outlet ofthe Poonganagar Codperatlve Wholesale

Storesin Chennai, the Ministerfor Cooperation, Gandhiraj,inauguratedthe sale

ofthe “Vetri Special Vegetable Kit"—an initiative by the Tamil Nadu Governme-
nt’s Departmentof Cooperation. Launched ahead ofthe Deepavalifestival, this
scheme offers essential daily cooking vegetablestothe publicatfairprices. The
Minister marked the commencementofthe sale by handing overthe vegetable
kitstomembers ofthe public.
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Dlwah Festlval Traﬂic D1ver81s
Madurai City Starting Today

MADURA: Inview of the
upcoming Diwalifestival, traffic
arrangementsin Maduraicity
have been modified, effective
today.

Diwaliwillbe celebrated
on the 8th of this month. To
facilitate the movement of
thepublicand ensuresmooth
traffic flow within Madurai
city, changes have beenimpl-
emented fromtoday untilthe
8th. Accordingly, duringthe
daytime, nogoodsvehicles—
includinglight commercial
vehicles—willbe permitted on
MahalRoad, Keezha Marret
Street, the four MasiStreets, and
the four Avani Moola Streets.
Furthermore, lorries and
heavy vehicles (excluding
passenger vehicles) are pro-
hibited from enteringthe city
viathe followingjunctions:
Bypass Road, Kamarajar
Road, Anna Nagar 80¢~Feet
Road, K.K. Nagar 80¢»Feet
Road, the Moondrumavadi
junctionon Alagar Kovil Road,
the Ayyar Bungalow junction
on Pudhu Natham Road, the
Koodal Nagar junction on
Dindigul Road, the Periyar
Statuejunctionin Avaniyap-
uram, the Ring Roadjunction

onSivagangaiRoad, andthe
Meenakshi Hospitaljunction.
Commercialvehicles will be
permittedtopassthroughthese
junctionsonly between 11:00
PMand6:00 AM thefollowing
day (untilthe morning of the

Street, and South Avani Moola
Street. Vehicles mustinstead
beparked at the multierlevel
paidparkingfacilities located
near the Periyar Bus Stand or
onNorth Avani Moola Street.
Members of the publicarriving

6th). Onthe6thand7th,lor-  fromthe Viraganurareaand

ries, heavyvehicles, and light
commercial vehicles willnot
beallowed on thesecity roads
atany time—neither during
thedaynor at night.
Additionally, in the int-
erest of the public, on the 6th
and 7th, no vehicles—except
fortwodrwheelers—will be
permitted on Netaji Road,
Mela Masi Street, South Ma-
siStreet, Keezha Masi Street,
Mela Avani Moola Street,

Kamarajar Salai are reques-
tedtoparktheirvehiclesat the
Saurashtra Higher Secondary
Schoolgrounds.
Thosearrivingfrom Kee-
zha Veli Street, South Marret
Street, and South Veli Street
may park at the St. Mary’s
Higher Secondary School gr-
ounds on ChintamaniRoad.
Those coming from Bypass
Road, Kennett Road, and Ellis
Nagarshouldusetheparking

Keezha Avani Moola Street,  facility on the 70¢»Feet Road

and South Avani Moola Street.
Onlyvehicularmovementwill
bepermittedalongPalace Ro-
adand Keezha Marret Street.
Intheinterest of public safe-
ty, parking of fouré~wheeled
vehiclesis strictly prohibited
fromtodayuntilthe 8thof this
monthinareaswith highped-
estriantraffic, includingSouth
MasiStreet, Netaji Road, Mela
Gopura Street, Keezha Marret
Street, Keezha Avani Moola

in Ellis Nagar. Visitors from
the Tirupparankundram ar-
eamay park at the Madurai
College grounds, while those
arrivingfrom Kalavasaland
Mela VeliStreet may usethe
railway parkingfacility or the
SethupathiHigher Secondary
Schoolgrounds. For members
of thepublicvisitingcomme-
rcial complexes on Gokhale
Road—arrivingvia Natham
Roador Alagarkovil Road—

—— =,
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ATMANIRBHAR BHARAT - PANCHAMRIT VISION

GI|mpses ofthe exh|b|t|on during the Bharat Renewable Energy Summlt Expo 2026 atBharat
Mandapam,in New Delhi.

parkinghas been arranged at

theschoolgroundson thenew
Natham Road. Additionally,
twoéwheeler parking for
thepublicis permitted along
thefollowingstretches: from
the Lemon Market junction
on Keela Masi Veedhi to the
Theradijunction; fromthe
Manjanakkara Street jun-
ction on South Masi Veedhi
to Maravar Chavadi; from
Maravar Chavadito the T.M.
Courtjunction; fromthe T.M.
Courtjunction to the Murug-
an Templejunction; fromthe
Murugan Temple junctionto
the North Masi Veedhi-Me-
lamasi Veedhi junction; and
fromthe North Masi Veedhi-
Melamasi Veedhijunction to
the Thalavai Street junction.
Similar parking arrangem-
entsfor the public have been
madeintheareas of North Veli
Veedhi, Mela Veli, TPK Road,
the Crime Branch area, South
Veli Veedhi, and South Vasal.
Furthermore, a QR code has
been generatedto assist with
parking. To connect these
parkinglocations, city buses
havebeenarrangedto opera-
te frequently along the outer
streets (Veli Veedhis).
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TET Case Pending: Teachers Distressed
OverLack ofPromotzons for4 Years

KARUR: Teachers .-
aredeeplyconcernedas
theyhavebeenunableto
securepromotionsforthe *
pastfouryears,duetoa ..
caseregardingthe Teacher
Eligibility Test (TET) cu-
rrentlypendingincourt.
Thereareover 35,000
government schoolsin Tamil
Nadu.

Teachers workingin th-
eseinstitutions were trad-
itionally granted transfers
and promotions through an
annual counseling process.
However, amandatory Teac-
her Eligibility Test (TET) was
introducedforexistingteachers
undertheageof55. Challenging
this, ateacher fromagovern-

menteaided school appr&a—

chedthe court four years ago.
Becausethis caseremains sub
judice, onlytransfershavebeen
facilitated through the couns-
elingprocessoverthelastfour
years, whilepromotions have
been completely halted.
Furthermore, whilevacan-
ciesforheadmasterpositionsin
highersecondaryschoolshave
beenfilled, thosefor headmasters
inhighschools, middle schoo-

= Is, and primaryschools
| haveremainedvacant
S for thepast four years.
-y Asnopromotiondrelated
§ counselinghastakenplace
|| duringthisperiod, many
|| teachershaveevenretired
i withouteverreceivinga
promotion.

Thousands of other teac-
hers have continuedto serve
forthelast four years witho-
utany career advancement.
InKarur district alone, he-
admaster positions remain
vacantin27highschools, over
50middleschools, andmore
than 100 primaryschools. Co-
nsequently, teachersareurging
foranexpeditedresolution to
the court case so that eligible

educators can finally receive
their promotions.

Commentingonthesituati-
on, A. Malaikozhundhan, State
President ofthe TamilNadu High
and Higher Secondary School
Graduate Teachers Association,
stated: “Promotion counseling
hasnotbeen conductedfor the
pastfour years—since 2022
Headded that the absence of
headmastersinmanygovern-
mentschoolsis contributingto
adeclineinstudentenrollment.

He stated that the cases
related to this matter should
beresolvedexpeditiously, and
that thepromotion counseling
process should be conducted
tofillthevacant headmaster
positions.
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Mayawati chairs meeting of BSP office-bearers,
district presidents ahead of 2027 UP polls

LUCKNOW):Bahujan astrategy fortheupcoming followingpreviousdirections. LokSabhaelections.
Assemblyelections.
The meetingwillalso fo-

SamajParty (BSP) President
Mayawation Thursday cha-
iredameetingof party
office&bearersand district
presidentsin Lucknow
torevieworganisational
preparationsanddiscu-

ssstrategies forthe2027 |§

Uttar Pradesh Assembly "y
elections.
Themeetingisbeing
held atthe party’s Uttar
Pradesh State Officeat 12
Mall Avenue, with offic-
e&bearersfrom different
levelsofthestateunitand
districtpresidentsfromall 75
districtsinattendance.
Accordingtoastatement
issued by the party, Mayawati
willreviewthe progressmade
onher earlier directivesrega-
rdingstrengtheningthe party
organisationatthegrassroots
level. Themeetingwillfocus
onassessingorganisational
preparationsand chalkingout

cusonassessing the party’s
election preparations, ide-
ntifyingsuitable candidates
and formulating strategies
toexpand its supportbase
amongallsectionsofsociety.

Mayawatiisexpectedto
issuefresh guidelinesto party
functionariesbased onthe
progressreportandtheorg-
anisational workundertaken

Themeetingcomesahead
ofthe2027 Uttar Pradesh Ass-

emblyelections, with the BSP
focusingonstrengtheningits
organisationalstructureand
preparingfor theelectoral co-
ntest.BSP, whichwasinpower
inthestate from 2007&12,
wasreducedtoasingleseatin
the2022 Assemblyelections,
despiteover 13 per centvote
share. The party could not
winasingleseatinthe2024

Meanwhile, the Samajwadi
Party, whichisthe principal
oppositioninthe
state,isaccusing
. the BJPof electoral
fraudintherun&-
¥ up tothepolls.

‘ Samajwadi
Party MP Dha-
rmendra Yadav
@' accusedthe BJPof
4 manipulatingvoter
liststhrough the
Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) ex-
ercise,allegingthat
oppositionvotes werebeing
deletedand fakevotesadded.

Yadavsaid, “BJPistrying
tohideitsactions,butthepe-
opleknowthat SIRhasbeen
used tomanipulatevoterlists
bydeleting opposition votes
andaddingfakeones. Akhilesh
Yadavhassubmitted evidence
totheElection Commission,
butnoactionhasbeentaken”

EAM Jaishankar Urges Commonwealth to De-Risk,
Diversify Supply Chains for Economic Resilience

NEW DELHI: St. Joh-
n’s, Antiguaand Barbuda:
External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankarhas called upon

Commonwealth partners |

toprioritize de&riskingand
diversifying supply chains
through shorter, moretru-
stedroutes. Heemphasized
thatenhanced connectivity
corridorsare crucial forbo-
ostingcommercial interests
andfosteringresilientecon-
omic collaboration.
Speakingatthe Common-
wealth Heads of Government
and Business Leaders Break-
fastMeeting, held alongside
CHOGM 2026, Jaishankar
highlighted the need for
Commonwealth nations
toreducetheirreliance on

smgle sourcesand expand
theireconomicpartnerships.
Hestressed thatshorter

andreliable supply chains
areessential for stabilityand
growth, directlybenefiting
businesses and consumers
acrossthe member states. The
Ministeralsounderscored the
importance of strengthening
local distribution networks
within the Commonwealth.
Headvocated forincreased
effortsinvocational training

and institutional capacity
building, viewing these as
vitalstepsto providesstrategic
alternativesand empower
local economies. Jaishankar
pointed out that the global
presence ofthe Indian bus-
inesscommunity servesasa
significantstrategicasset for
the Commonwealth, bringing
expertiseand investment.
Hefurthernotedthetra-
nsformative power of digital
technologyin promoting
efficiency, good governance,
and overalleconomicgrowth.
Jaishankar suggestedlevera-
gingmultilateral frameworks
like the International Solar
Allianceand the Coalition for
Disaster Resilient Infrastru-
ctureforjointclimateaction.

Additionally,heemphasized
theimportance of facilitat-
ingworkforce mobilityand
establishinglocal hubs for
disasterresponse, drawing
from India’s First Responder’
experiences.Earlier, during
the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Executive
Session, Jaishankar showc-
ased India’s successfulimpl-
ementation of digital public
infrastructurein ensuring
transparent governance
and fiscalaccountability. He
alsodiscussed India’srecent
Free Trade Agreementsand
ongoingnegotiations, which
aredesigned tofoster pred-
ictabletradeandresilient
supply chains within the
globaleconomy.

Registration Department Revenue Reaches
1,950 Crore in October: Mlnlster Lokesh Tamilselvan

CHENNAI Minister
T.Lokesh Tamilselvanan-
nounced that the Regist-
ration Department gene-
ratedarevenue 0f31,950
croreinthemonth of October.
Areviewmeetingregarding
theperformance ofthe Reg-
istration Department—att-
endedbyDeputyInspectors
General of Registration, Dis-
trict Registrars, the District
Revenue Officer, and the
Tahsildar forthespecificde-
partment—washeld under
the chairmanship of Minister
Lokesh Tamilselvanatthe No-
rth DistrictRegistrar’soffice
inParry’s Corner, Chennai.
Speakingatthe meeting, the
Minister stated, “The Registr-

ation Department
earnedarevenue
0f%1,950 crorein
October, whichis
147 crorehigher
thantherevenue
recorded forthe
same month in
the previous fi-
nancial year.
Through the ‘registration
without physicalappearance’
(contactlessregistration) fa-
cility, 246,260 documents—
includingfirst&sale deedsfor
plotsandapartmentunits, as
wellasmortgage/assignment
deedsandreceiptsforbanks
and financial institutions—
havebeenregistered up to
November3rd”

Heurgedall
officialsto foc-
usdiligentlyon
ensuring that
governmentre-
venueiscollec-
tedwithoutany
leakageandto
work effectiv-
elytowardachievingtheset
revenue targets. Earlier, the
Ministerlaunched an Al&p-
oweredapplicationdesigned
tomonitor courtcases, assist
intherapid preparation of
legalarguments, and expe-
ditethe department’slegal
proceedings. Meanwhile,ata
performancereviewmeeting
forJoint Commissioners of
the Commercial Taxes De-

partmentheld in Chennai,
Minister Lokesh Tamilsel-
vanstated, “Toaddress the
grievances of taxpayers at
thedistrictlevel, “Taxpayer
Advisory Committees’ wi-
llbe established under the
leadership of therespective
District Collectors” “These
committeeswilldiscussand
find solutionsto theissues,
grievances,and suggestions
facedbytaxpayers.

Theymustbeestablished
intherespectivedistrictsby
November 30,and their first
meetings mustbe held by
December15.

These committees will
remain operational until
November 30,2029,” hesaid.

Accidental Explosion of Diwali
Flrecrackers OneDead

MADURALILInMadurai,
one person hasdied follow-
inganaccidental explosion
offirecrackersthathadbeen
purchased for the Diwali
festival.

Thevictim, Manoj (21),
wasafriendof Yogesh (20)—a

residentof Karungalakud1
Keelatherunear Kottamp-
attiin Maduraidistrict. Bo-
tharestudentsatapriva-
te college near Othakadai.
In preparation for Diwali,
theyhad purchasedfirecr-
ackersand stored themon

the terrace of their house.
Lastnight, the firecrackers
unexpectedlyexploded with

¥ aloudblast, causingsevere

damagetothehouse. Yogesh,
Manoj,and Yogesh’'s mother,
Yogavani(45),sustained ser-
iousinjuriesintheincident.

© Uponreceivinginformation,
© fireandrescuepersonneland
& thepolicerushedtothescene.

Thethreeinjuredindividuals
weretransportedviaa ‘108’
ambulanceto the Melur Go-
vernment Hospital.
Afterreceivinginitial
firstaid, they were transfe-
rred tothe Madurai Gove-
rnment Hospital for furt-

her specialized treatment.
Tragically, Manoj, whowas
undergoing treatment for
hisinjuries, passedawaythis
morning.
Theothertwoindividuals
remain under medical care.
Melur Tahsildar Vasanth vi-
sited thehospital toinquire
aboutthe condition of the
injured. Meanwhile, Melur
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) Sivakumarand
Tahsildar Vasanth inspect-
edthesite of the explosion.
The Kottampattipoliceare
currentlyinvestigating the
incident, which has caused
astirinthelocalarea.
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