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Kanda SashtiFestivalatTiruchendur
CommenceswithYagasalaiPuja

THOOTHUKUDI: The
Kanda Sashtifestival for this
yearbegantodayatthe Tiru-
chendur Subramania Swamy
Temple—thesecond ofthesix
abodes (*Arupadai Veedu*)
of Lord Murugan. The *Vis-
warupaDeeparadhana* took
placeat1:30 AM, followed
bythe*Udhaya Marthanda
Abhishekam* at 2:00 AM.
At5:00 AM, Lord Jayanthi-
nathar was ceremoniously
brought to the *Yagasalai*
(sacrificialhall). Subseque-
ntly, the Kanda Sashti festival
officially commencedat7:00
AMwith the*YagasalaiPuja*.
Followingthis,at9:00 AM,
the*Uchikala Abhishekam*
and*Deeparadhana* willbe
performedfor the presiding
deity (*Moolavar*). At12:00
PM, *Deeparadhana* will

take placeatthe *Yagasalai*.

s
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paniedby Valliand Deivanai,

of Lord KumaravidangaPeru-

Soorasamharam W|Iltake place onthe 15th ofthis month
ardl ‘ -

Thereafter, Lord Jayanth-
inathar,accompanied byhis
consorts Valliand Deivanai,
will proceedinagolden pa-
lanquin to the Shanmukha
Vilasa Mandapam, where
a*Maha Deeparadhana*
willbe conducted. At3:00
PM, the *Sayaratchai Dee-
paradhana* will be perfor-
med for the presiding deity.
Subsequently, Lord Jayan-
thinathar, along with Valli
and Deivanai, will move to
the Thiruvavaduthurai Ad-
heenam Sashti Mandapam.

There, thedeity willun-
dergo*Abhishekam* (ritual
bathing) withvarioussacred

substances followed by *Al
ankaram* (adornment)and
*Deeparadhana*. Following
this, the Lordand his consorts
willbetakeninaprocession

aroundthe temple streets (*Glrl
Veedhi*)inagolden chariot.
The*Soorasamharam*—the
pinnacleeventofthefestival—
willtake place onthesixth day,

Rs.500 Crore Allocated for the Procurement of1,000AC
EIectricBuses forthe MetropolitanTransportCorporation

CHENNAL ChiefMinis-
ter Vijayhasissuedadirective
allocatingRs. 500 crorefor the
procurementof1,000air&co-
nditioned (AC) electricbuses
fortheMetropolitan Transport
Corporation (MTC).

Accordingtoapressrelease
issued by the Government of
Tamil Nadu, Chief Minister
Vijayhassanctioned Rs. 500
croretoenablethe Metropo-
litan Transport Corporation
toacquire 1,000new ACelec-
tricbusesand toestablish the
necessaryinfrastructure for
thesevehiclesatbusdepots.
Thisinitiativeaimsto provi-
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deaneco&friendly,safe,and
comfortable publictransport
servicein Chennai.
Themovewillmodernize
thecity’spublictransportsy-
stem, reduce environmental
pollution,and offer passengers
asuperiorand more com-

nouncedin the Legislative
Assemblythatvehicletracking

= systemsand emergencypanic

buttons would beinstalled
ingovernmentbuses—atan

‘/q/’. _» estimated costof317.99 cr-

ore—toenhance passenger

| safetyandenablereal&time

fortable travel experience.
Currently, the Metropolit-
an Transport Corporation
operates 755 electricbuses
in Chennai. Ofthese, 355
busesareair&conditioned.
On September 8, Transport
MinisterS.S. Sivasankaran-

monitoringofbusoperations.

| Accordingly, the ChiefMinis-

terhasapproved therelease of
%17.99croretothetransport
corporationsfortheinstallati-
onofvehicletracking systems
in13,490busesand emerg-
ency panic button unitsin
13,776 buses, the statement
noted.

226 candidates competing foreach postin Group4 exam;
complamts ralsed agalnstTNPSC regarding
| ' 2% ‘General Tamil’ questions

CHENNAI: The TNPSC
Group&4 examination for
2026 hasbeen announced
for6,574vacantpositions. A
total of 1,489,025 candidates
haveapplied, meaningthere
are226applicantsforevery
singlevacancy. Thenumber
ofapplicantshasseenadecli-
nesincethe ‘General English’
sectionwasremovedfromthe
Group&4exam. Furthermore,
someapplicantshavealleged
thatquestionsin the ‘General
Tamil sectionarebeingdrawn
fromoutsidethe prescribed
syllabusandthatthequestions
arenotstructuredinaproper,
systematicmanner.

Thenotificationforthe2026
TNPSC Group&4 vacancies

wasreleasedlastmonth.On
October6,the TNPSCanno-
unced thateligiblecandidates
couldapplyforatotal of6,574
Group&4posts,whichinclude
291 Village Administrative
Officers(VAO), 3,798 Junior
Assistants, 107 Tax Collect-
ors, 97 Bill Collectors, 1,572
Typists, 404 Steno&Typists,
60 Personal Clerks, 40 Forest
Guards,aswellaspositionsfor
Senior Laboratory Assistants,
Record Clerks, Sales Assista-
nts,and Forest Guards with
avaliddrivinglicense. The
application process conclu-
dedthedaybeforeyesterday.
Initially, November 5 had
beensetasthefinal date for
submittingapplications for

the Group&4 exam. However,
thegovernmentsubsequently

| increased theupperagelimit

for candidatesapplyingforth-

M esecompetitivegovernment

examinations.
Inlightofthis, the TNP-
SCextendedtheapplication
deadlinetothe8thtoprovide
candidateswithan opportu-
nitytoapply. Thewindow for
submittingapplicationsfora
totalof 6,574 vacanciesclos-
ed thedaybeforeyesterday.
Reportsindicate thatatotal
0f1,489,025 candidateshave
applied—meaningthereare
226applicants competing for
eachavailableposition. Asof
the4th,980,000applications
hadbeenreceived; subseq-
uently, over 500,000 more
applicationswerefiledinthe
followingfourdays.
Theapplication processhas
now concluded. Candidates
havebeengranteduntilthe11th
tomakeanynecessarycorre-

ctionstotheirapplications. It
hasbeenannouncedthatthe
written examination for these
postswillbeheldon January 10,
2027,from9:30 AMto12:30PM.
Many candidateshaverequ-
ested thatthe TNPSCclarify
thescopeand standards for
the ‘General Tamil’ (Podhu
Tamil) section.

Theyarguethatitisinap-
propriatetosource questions
fromarbitrarybooks;instead,
questionsmuststrictlyadhere
totheprescribedsyllabus. This
isparticularlycriticalbecause
aminimumscoreof60marks
inthe ‘General Tamil section
ismandatory—failingthis, the
answerscriptsfortheremaining
sectionswillnotbeevaluated.
Consequently, General Tamil
isnotmerelyaqualifyingtest;
italsoplaysadecisiverolein
determiningthefinal ranki-
ng. Therearenowcallsforthe
governmenttointervenein
thismatter.

Sunday, the 15thofthismonth.
Onthisoccasion, following
the*Deeparadhana*atthe
*Yagasalai* inthemorning,
LordJayanthinathar,accom-

will proceed tothe Shanmukha
VilasaMandapam,and from
there, movetothe Thiruvav-
aduthurai Adheenam Sashti
Mandapam.

Fromthere, thedeityproc-
eedstothe ‘SashtiMandapan’
ofthe Thiruvavaduthurai
Adheenam. At4:00PM, Lord
Jayanthinathar sets out for
the ‘Soorasamharam’ (the
ritual slaying ofthe demon
Surapadman).

This event takes place
ontheseashore, where the
Lordvanquishesthedemon.
Onthe7thday, the 16thofthe
month,at6:00 PM, thedivine
wedding (*Thirukalyanam*)

manand Goddess Deivayanai
willbe celebrated. Devotees
observing the*Kanda Sash-
ti*fastbeganarrivingatthe
Tiruchendur temple complex
asearlyasyesterdaymorning.
Variousarrangementshave
been madefortheiraccom-
modation.

Itisexpected that 100,000
devoteeswillvisitduringthefi-
rstfivedaysofthefestival, while
600,000 areanticipated onthe
dayofthe*Soorasamharam*.
AttheTiruchendurtemple,
arrangements have been
made to provide food for
approximately 15,000 peo-
pledaily. Water distribution

pointshavebeensetupin 10
locations,and 600,000 water
bottleshavebeenarranged
for distribution alongthe
*darshan* (viewing) queues.
Additionally,300temporary
toiletshave been installed
within thetemple complex.
For the safety and wel-
1&beingofthe devotees, 493
CCTV camerashavebeen
installed,and asurveillance
towerhasbeensetuponthe
beach.In Tiruchendur, 12
temporarybus stops have
beenestablished,and addit-
ionalbusserviceshavebeen
arranged. LED screenshave
beensetupat26locationsto
broadcastthe*Kanda Sashti*
events. Throughoutthefestival,
5,000 police personnel willbe
deployed onarotational basis
toensuresecurity.

Bangladesh PM Tarique Rahman Heads to
Turkey for Crucial Climate Summit COP31

BANGALADESH: Bangl-
adesh Prime Minister Tarique
Rahmanhasdeparted from
Dhaka for Antalya, Turkey,
toattend thesignificant Uni-
ted Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP31).

Histhree&dayvisit, which
began on Tuesday, underscores
Bangladesh’scommitment
toaddressingglobal climate
challenges.

Accompaniedbyhiswife,
Zubaida Rahman, the Pri-
me Minister tooka Turkish
Airlinesflight from Hazrat
Shahjalal International Ai-
rportat7:30amlocal time.
Senior government officials

and prominentBangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)
leaders, including Finan-
ce Minister Amir Khasru
Mahmud Chowdhuryand |
BNP Acting Secretary Gen-

eral Ruhul Kabir Rizvi, were §

presenttobid him farewell.

Duringhisvisit, Prime
Minister Rahmanisslated
toparticipateintheclimate
summiton Wednesday. He
isalsoexpectedtoengagein
bilateral discussions with
various heads of state and
government, focusing on
matters of mutualinterest.
The Prime Ministerissched-
uled toreturnto Bangladesh

on Friday.
COP31,hosted by Turkey,
isavital platformbringing
together worldleadersand
representativestoadvance
international cooperation on

| theclimatecrisis.
| The conference
aimstodiscuss
strategiestolimit
global temper-
atureriseto1.5
degrees Celsius,
bolster climate
k adaptationeffor-
tsforvulnerable
communities,
andaccelerate
the pathtowards
net&zero emis-
sions by 2050. This summit
alsofostersdialogueamong
businessleaders, scientists,
and civilsociety,emphasiz-
inginclusive climateaction.

TVK MLAs Ordered to Reach Chennai Tomorrow

CHENNAI: Anemerge-
ncy consultative meeting of
the MLAs ofthe Tamizhaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) is
settotakeplacein Chennai
tomorrow, the 11th, under the
leadership of party president
Vijay. The partyleadership
hasissued adirectiveforall
TVKMLAstoarrivein Ch-
ennaibytomorrow.

Thepartyleadership bel-
ievesthattheinvolvementof

someTVKMLAsinrecurring
publiccontroversiesistarni-
shingthe party’sreputation.

Specifically, the partyis
currently investigating se-
veralincidents—including
analleged assaultby TVK
MLA Ravishankar onan
individual who raised qu-
estionsregarding thebasic
issuesfaced by the people
in his constituency, as well
asreports concerningthe

sendingof obscene text mes-
sagestoaDistrict Collector.
Itisunderstood thatduring
thismeeting, TVK preside-
nt Vijay—along with senior
party officials—will issue
strictinstructionsand wa-
rningstothe MLAsonhow
toconductthemselves with
decorum, bothin the public
sphereand within their re-
spective constituencies, in
ordertosafeguardthe party’s

standingamongthe public.
Furthermore, the Speaker
oftheLegislative Assembly
hasrecentlyissued notices
regarding the potential dis-
qualification of four MLAs
wholeftthe ATADMK tojoin
the TVK.

Itisexpected thatthe
legaland political steps to
betakenin thisregard will
alsobediscussed duringthe
meeting.

Boats carrying refugees capsize
offthe coast of Senegal; 51 dead

DAKAR:Duetothepr-
evailingpovertyin African
nationslike Senegaland Mali,
many citizens—particularly
theyouth—frequentlyattempt
tofleeto European countries
insearchofabetterlivelihood.
Theseindividuals often unde-
rtake dangerousseajourneys
insmallfishingboats,aiming
toreach the CanaryIslan-
ds, which are partof Spain.
Inarecentincident,asmall,
flat&bottomedfishingboat
carryinghundredsofrefugees

capsizedintheopenseanear
the Loumpoulsandbar, offthe
northwest coast of Senegal.

Caughtin violent wa-
ves, the vessel overturned,
leaving those on board wi-
thno means of escape as
they plunged into the sea.
Uponreceivingnewsofthe
disaster, Senegalese rescue
teams rushed to thescene
andlaunched anintensive
search operation.

The Senegalese Ministry
oftheInterior has officially

confirmed that only one
person wasrescued alive,
while thebodiesof39ind-
ividuals who drowned ha-
vebeenrecovered so far.
Since thebeginningof this
month, morethan 3,300 ref-
ugeeshavearrivedin Spanish
territory via over 30 boats,
prompting the declaration
ofanemergency. Itisworth
notingthatmore than 600 ref-
ugeeshavedrownedatseathis
year alonewhileattempting
toreach Europe. Similarly,a

boatcarryingrefugees met
withanaccidentintheopen
seasouth ofthe Greekisland
of Crete. Twelve people dr-
ownedintheincident. The
Greek Coast Guard, having
rushed tothe scene, rescu-
ed 18individualswho were
strugglinginthe water.Ina
separate development, more
than 180 refugees—whohad
arrived by seafrom Libyain
threeotherboats—werealso
safelyrescued and brought
totheisland.
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Today horoscope

~Practice compromise withinthe family. You
mightattempttosellancestral homes, plots, or
agriculturalland. Business will be profitable. It
isadvisable to maintainacalm demeanorat the
workplace; your colleagues willhold youin high
regard.

Your wishes will be fulfilled. Ego-related
issueswillberesolved,leadingto greater -
harmonybetween spouses. Your childrenwill |8~ ~
actwithan understanding of the family situation
Youwill successfully navigate business competition.
Avoid getting into arguments at the workplace.

Your needs willbe met,and your social circle will expand.
You willmake efforts to clear old debts. Donot make any
? | promises or commitments to anyone. Tension in

AR\ business matters will subside. At work, you
w may receiveappreciation from your superiors.
Youwillberecognized and praised for the help you pro-
videdinthe past. You will earn respectamong your relatives.
You may visit the temple of your *Kula Deivam*.
Youwillachieve successinbusiness. Atthe

workplace, ensure you do not make enemies
withanyone.

Youmight say one thing, but others could interpret it
differently. Itisbesttobe very cautious when
speakingtoanyone. Inbusiness, giveimportance
o the opinions of your partners. You willlocatean
importantdocumentat the office thatyou had
beensearching for.

Youmay consider purchasinganewhouse,
aplotofland, oravehicle. Trips to other towns
will prove profitable. Try to maintaina
harmonious relationship with your neighbors.
Your workload at the office will decrease, and
youwill receive support from your superiors.

Youmay have to overcome several obstacles to complete

your planned tasks. A lively and cheerful atmosphere will
ATV prevailathome. Payattention to your mother’s
[ health. Attheoffice,avoid interfering in matters
thatdonot concernyou.

Youmight face some difficulties or stumbles while com-
pleting certain tasks. Practice compromise within the family.
You will receiveafavorable verdictinalegal case
concerningancestral property. Inbusiness, you }£27 "
willbe successful in collecting outstanding dues
Avoid gettinginto argumentsat the office.

Youwill charm everyone with your tactful speech. Your
personal appearance and charisma will be enhanced. Your
_ childrenwillbeasource of confidence and pride.
 Yourneys will prove to be excellent. Competition in
business will decrease. Atyour workplace, itis
besttofocussolely on your own tasks.

You will gain abetter understanding of the feelings of your
family members. You will take pride in your

children’sachievements. Stagnation in ongoing y - w
legal matters will come toan end. You may
undertake work-related travel. Business venture

willyield profits.

Auspicious eventsthathad been delayed willnow come to
' fruition. Withan influx of funds, you may
upgradeyourhomeorvehicle. Ina partnership
business, your partners willbe supportiveand
cooperative. Atyour workplace, youmaybe
recommended for anew position.

Youwilllearn the nuancesand intricacies oflife. Try to
maintain harmonious relations with your spouse’s
family. With thehelp of friends, you may secure
anewjob. Business will be profitable. Atyour
workplace, avoid interfering in the affairs of
others.

Anotherdlrectcargo shlppmg service has been
launched between Thoothukudiand Vietnam. The
vesselthatarrived atthe V.O.C. Portwas accorded
awelcome.
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High Court dismisses pleaby TVK MLA seeking
rejection ofelectlonpetltlon filed by Anbil Mahesh

CHENNATI: TheHigh Cou-
rthasdismissedapetitionfiled
by Thiruverumbur TVKMLA
Navalpattu Viji, which sought
therejection ofanelection
petition filed againsthim by
former minister Anbil Mahesh.
Inthe Thiruverumbur con-
stituency of Trichy, former
DMK minister AnbilMahesh  votes, winningthe election
secured 81,132 votes. His by amargin of 8,705 votes.
opponent, TVK candidate Subsequently, Anbil Mahesh
Navalpattu Viji(alsoknownas - filedanelection petitioninthe
Vijayakumar), received 89,837 High Court, requesting that

Navalpattu Vijisvictorybe
declaredinvalid.
Thecaseiscurrentlypen-
dingbeforeJustice K. Kuma-
resh Babu. Inthe meantime,
Navalpattu Vijihad filedan
applicationin the High Co-
urtseekingthedismissal of
theelection petitionatthe
preliminarystage. Justice K.
Kumaresh Babu, whoheard
the matter, stated that the
Election Commission’s dir-
ective prohibiting theuse of

childrenduringelectioncam-
paigns carrieslegalauthority.
Observingthattheveracity of
theallegationsagainstthe TVK
(Tamizhaga Vetri Kazhagam)
MLA canonlybedetermin-
edfollowinganinquiry, the
judge dismissed his petition.
Furthermore,intheelection
caseinvolving Anbil Mahesh,
thejudgedirected MLA Nav-
alpattu Vijitofilearesponse
within four weeksandadjo-
urnedthehearing.

US Democrats Grill Trump AdminonAl

Chip Exports Amid China SpyAllegations

WASHINGTON: Top
USDemocraticlawmakers
arepressingthe Commerce
Department for answers
onthe Trumpadministra-
tionsartificialintelligence
(AI) chip exportpolicies,
following concerns over
alleged Chineseespionage
targeting Nvidia.

Representatives Gabe
Amo, Gregory W. Meeks,
and Sydney Kamlager&Dove
have written to Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick,
questioningauthorizations
thatpermittedadvanced pr-

ocessor shipmentsoverseas.

Thiscomesasintelligence
reportssuggesta Chinese Mi-
nistryof State Security opera-
tive, Alice Huang, maintained
apersonalrelationship with
Nvidia CEOJensen Huang.
Alice Huang, aformer exe-

cutiveat Singapore&based
Megaspeed, reportedly gat-
heredintelligence on Nvidia’s
Alarchitectureandfacilitated
technologyacquisition for
Beijing,asdetailed by The

g New York Times. Megaspeed

itselfprocured Nvidiahard-
wareandsetupdatafacilities
inSoutheast Asiafor Chinese
firmslike Alibaba. Lawmak-
ersemphasized, “Youcannot
claimtobeprotecting Ame-
ricanleadershipinartificial
intelligencewhileallowingour
mostadvancedtechnologyto
reachastrategic competitor.

National securitymustcome
beforecorporatesalestargets”
Theyhighlighted thatallowing
Chinaaccesstoadvanced US
Al chipsjeopardizesnational
security,asthesechipsarecru-
cialforfuture Aldevelopment,
militarymodernization,and
economic competition.
Nvidiasboard haslaun-
chedaninternalinquiryinto
theconnectionbetween Alice
Huangandits CEO, whileRe-
publicansarealsoseekinga
closed&door depositionfrom
Jensen Huangtoinvestigate
potential proprietaryleaks.

Goldworth Rs2.30 croreseized at
airport; man from North India arrested

CHENNALI: Gold valued
atRs2.30crorehasbeen sei-
zedatthe Chennai Airport.
AnIndiGo Airlines flight
arrived in Chennaifrom
Abu Dhabi, the capital of
the United Arab Emirates.
Officials from the Director-
ate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI)and the Customs De-

partment were conducti-
ngthorough checks of the
passengersarriving on the
flightand theirbelongings.
During this process, the
officials grew suspicious of
apassenger named Rajeev
Ibram Shah (42), who hails
from North India.
Whentheystoppedhim

for questioning, heengaged
inaheated argument with
the officials.

Subsequently, upon ope-
ningandinspectinga parcel
hewascarrying, the officials
discovered 1.60kilograms of
gold paste—valuedatRs2.30
crore—hiddeninside. After
seizingthe gold, theauthor-

itiesarrested theindividual
and conducted aninterro-
gation, whichrevealed that
hehad previouslytraveledto
several countries, including
Dubai, AbuDhabi, Sharjah,
Kuwait, Singapore, Malaysia,
and SriLanka.
Theauthoritiesare co-
ntinuingto question him.

IranIssues Warning to US, Demands Seven Conditions
After Trump Hints at West Asia Military Ops End

IRAN: Tehranhas
issuedasternwarning
tothe United States,
demandingadherence
toseven conditions for
peacein West Asia.

Thiscomesafter fo-
rmer USPresidentDo-
nald Trumpindicated
apotentialend tomilitary
operationsin theregion.
Major General Mohsen
Rezaei, SecretaryofIran’s
SupremeNational Security
Council, stated that the ‘war
againstIranhastornthe
U.S.governmentapart.

Heurged Washing-
tonto ‘stop playing’and
‘surrendertoIransseven

conditions’

These conditionsinc-
ludeanimmediateendto
hostilities, liftingthe US
navalblockadein the Strait
ofHormuz, reopeningshi-
ppinglanes,removingeco-
nomicsanctions, releasing
Iranianassetsheldabroad,
and ceasinginterferencein
Iran’sinternal affairs.

Trumphadpreviou-

slysuggested
thatthe conflict
withIranwas
‘effectively over’
andexpressed
optimismabout
de&escalation,
notingthatIran
was ‘talkingto
usandthey’retalkingvery
politely’ However, healso
emphasized thatifmilita-
ryaction were necessary,
Americanforcesremained
‘lockedandloaded’
Earlier, Trumphad
revealed thatkey Gulfalli-
es,including Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, UAE, Bahrain,and
Kuwait, supportedajoint

Trump Optimistic About Russia- Ukraine
Peace TaIksm Abu Dhabi, Cites War Fatigue

WASHINGTON: For-
mer USPresident Donald
Trump hasvoiced optim-
ismregardingongoing pe-
acenegotiations between

Russiaand Ukrainein
AbuDhabi, suggesting th-
atboth nationsareweary
oftheprotracted conflict.
Thisdevelopment
comesas Washingtonac-
tivelyworks tobrokeran
agreementtoend the war,
nowinitsfifthyear.
Speaking on Monday,

&

Russiaare tired of fighti-
ng...Iamableto getthem
together,and weare meet-

Trumpindicated thatdis-
cussionsbetween thedel-
egations were progressing
positively. Heexpressed
hope thatdiplomaticeffor-
tswould ultimatelylead to
acessation ofhostilities. “I
justthink that Ukraineand

ingrightnowaswespeak,
andthe meetingsare going
okay,” Trump stated during
apress conference.
Hehighlighted the
severe human cost, noting,
“25,000 peopleamonthare
beingkilled.”

Meanwhile,
USSecretary of
State Marco Rubio
underscored the
criticalimportance
of post&war secu-
rity guarantees for
Ukraine. Heem-
phasized thatany
eventual settlement
mustensure Kyiv’s
long&term security
whilealsosecuring
Moscow’sacceptance of
the proposed arrangem-
ents.

“Conceptshavebeen
discussed about whatsecu-
rity guarantees couldlook
like post&conflict... It will
bekeytoultimatelybeing
abletoendthewarisan
understanding that Ukra-

inewillfeel secureafter the
war.Ithastobesomething
that Russiaagreestoaswell
inorder forittowork,” Ru-
bio explained.
The US&brokered tri-
lateral talksin AbuDhabi
signify renewed diplom-
aticengagementamong
Washington, Moscow, and
Kyiv. US officials have exp-
ressed cautious optimism
aboutpotential progress,
though they caution thata
comprehensiveagreement
willnotbereached quickly.
Discussionsarerepor-
tedly dividedinto twokey
areas: ceasefire monitoring
mechanismsto prevent
militarybuild&upsduring
atruce,and addressing
territorial disputes, partic-

ularly Russia’s demand for

theentire Donetskregion

versus Ukraine’s stance on
current front lines

landandseablockadeaga-
instIranunder ‘Operation
Iron Gate’

Hereiterated their
unified stance thatIran
mustneveracquirenuclear
weapons, callingit ‘non&-
negotiable! Whilehinting
atde&escalation, Trump
maintained that American
forceswereonhighalert
shouldregional dynamics
worsen.
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Rescueoperationoftheaviankind

ONE morning, my wife and I found an
owletwith round, yelloweyes in the damp
patch around our custard apple plant. We
were fascinated butworried.

A cat often appeared from nowhere and
confronted our Labrador, Burfee. The
Tittlebird, whom
. we named Laddoo,
was in danger fr-

feline.
Iputitina
basketwith bird
feed and water.
It sat unmoved.
By evening, it
had not touched a thing. At somebody’s
suggestion, we trieda littleminced
meat fromBurfee’s share. But the owlet

e

would noteatit.

its parents.

was shouting,

turn and feed it.

refused to eat.

Kart withit.

Next morning, my wife told me that we
had to return it to the trees whereit
belonged. I carriedit tothe spotwhere
I had founditandplaceditinaplanter.
Two adult owls sat on a telephonewire,
watchingme intently. Perhaps they were

Iplaceditonourgatepillar, hoping
that the parentswould notice. It began
to dowhat Tooked 1ike stretching exe-
rcises. Then it suddenly jumped off. I
rushed out and put it on a shrub by the
wall. It made sharp “tak&tak” sounds with
its beak, as if threatening tobiteme.
I retreated indoors but kept awatch.
The cat could spring out fromanywhere.

Soon, the neighbourhood birds join-
edin, saying things unintelligible to
us ignorant humans.
“Mil gaya, mil gaya!” Lo-
okingup, I saw twoowls intheholein
our first&floorwall, behindwhichwas
an exhaust fan that mynahs had Tong ago
jammed with nestingmaterial.

I decided to place the owlet in the
hole. As Iwrestledwith the fan casing,
Laddoo s1ipped frommy hands but clung
tomy vest. At Tast, I pusheditonto the
platform. Surely, its parentswould re-

But it jumped out again. Had it fallen
to its death, or had it flown to freedom?
A few children from next door joined the
search, but tonoavail. Later that af-
ternoon, thereitwas, sittingnearour
main door, as ifwaiting tobe takenin.

I triedofferingitwater inmy cupped
hands. Most of it trickled down its downy
chest. Then it suddenly went Timp, drew
its Tegs up and shut its eyes. It still

I called up the Forest Department.
They had a facility to care for it and
would release it into the forestwhenit
was fit. Nextmorning, I carriedlLaddoo
to the department’s office. The staff
took our photograph and pTaced the owlet
inaclean, airy cage.

Iwas relieved. Laddoo would be am-
ong its own species, listening to the
calls of other owls.
it properly. Nonetheless, I was sad to

I fancied that one

Someone would feed

Patients suffer due to vegetablestalls and
loudspeaker-equipped vans operatingin
front of Melur Government Hospital

MELUR: Patientsat the
Melur Government Hospital
areexperiencingsignificant
distress due tovegetable st-
allsand vansequipped with
loudspeakersoperatingri-
ghtin front of the hospital.
Morethanathousand peop-
le—bothinpatientsand out-

patients—receive treatment
atthishospital daily.

Several permanentstalls
havebeen setup, obstructing
thehospitalentrance, whileve-
ndorsinvansuseloudspeakers
toconductbusiness, causing
greathardshiptothepatients.

Social activists state:

Thepresenceofthesestalls
infrontofthehospitalhinders
theentryofambulances. For
patientsin critical condition,
everyminuteisvital; these
obstructionscanleadtode-
laysinreceivingmedical care.

Furthermore, vendorsin
vanscompetewithoneano-
ther, blaringloudspeakers
from morning until night,
which causes severe men-
tal distress to the patients.
Additionally, thevegetable
wasteleftbehind by the ve-
ndorsrots, creating a foul
odor. Activists have urged
the Highways Department,
the Municipality,and the Tr-
affic Policeto work together

tocleartheseencroachments
intheinterestofthe patients’
well&being.
Hospitaladministration
officialsstated thattheyhave

Yesterday, Mun|C|paI Comm|SS|oner Sameeraninspected the removal of
firecrackerdebrisonKaraneeswarar Pagoda Streetin Mylapore. He was accom-

panied by senior municipal officials.

submitted petitionstotherel-
evantauthorities on multiple
occasions.
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Resounding Victoryfor TeluguDesam  Defeat the Naxalite Menace: PM Modi’s Call
Alliancein AndhraLocalBodyElections  Djwali Celebrations with CRPF Personnel

AMARAVATT:Elections
for municipalities, municipal
corporations,and panchayat
bodies wererecently concl-
udedinthestate of Andhra
Pradesh.

Theruling TeluguDesa-
m&ledalliancehassecureda
massivevictoryinthesepolls.

Speakingtorepo-

rtersin Amaravati

TEL yesterdayregarding
9] == this, AndhraPrad-

= esh ChiefMinister

PA ChandrababuNaidu
stated that the Telu-
guDesam Partyand
itsalliancepartners

have achieved an

even greater vict-
oryintheselocal
bodyelectionscompared to
the2024 general elections.
Henotedthatthealliance
secured 58.90% ofthe votes,
whilethe YSR Congress Party
received 33.56%. Compared
tothegeneralelections, the
YSR Congress Party’s vote

sharehasdeclined by 6.25%.
Inurbanareas, thealliance
garnered 59.9% of thevotes.

“Thisservesasclearevi-
dencethatwehavedelivered
good governance over the
pasttwoandahalfyears,” he
said,adding, “Webow our
headsingratitudetothe pe-
oplewhohaveplaced such
immense trustinus.” “We
have won 94% of the seats
inthe elections for Mayor
and Chairperson positions.
Wehavesecured 12 outof13
municipal corporations,and
82 outof 87 municipal chairp-
erson posts. Furthermore, we
havewon 3,233 out 0f3,941
wards,” hestated.

New Entity Established for Government
Construction Projects Worth Over
Rs.200Crorein TN Government Order Issued

CHENNAI: The Gove-
rnmentof Tamil Nadu has
established anew entity

called the “TamilNaduInfra- _,

structureand Construction §

Corporation’ toundertake
government construction
projectsvalued atoverRs.
200crore.

AccordingtoaGover-
nmentOrder (G.O.)issued
byR.Selvaraj, Secretary of
the Public Works Departm-
ent, theestablishmentofthis
corporation—withaninitial
corpusfundofRs. 1 crore—was
announcedintheLegislati-
ve Assemblyon August 18
by Minister Adhav Arjuna.
Toimplementthis, the Eng-
ineer&in&Chiefand Chief
Engineer (General) of the
Public Works Department
had submittedaproposalto
thegovernment.

Inlinewith this,approval
hasbeengranted to establish
the “Tamil NaduInfrastructure
and Construction Corpora-
tion’asafullystate&owned
publicsector undertaking.
Through thisentity, govern-
mentconstruction projects
inthestatevaluedatoverRs.
200crorewillbeexecuted.

Therearealso plansto
generaterevenue for the go-
vernmentby constructing
buildings on underutilized
government&ownedland.
The corporationmayalso part-
icipatein constructiontenders
floatedbynationalandintern-
ational privateentities, follow-
ingtheprescribed procedures.
Furthermore, the corefunc-
tionsofthis corporation will
include the development of
infrastructure projects—such
asthoseformetropolitanareas,
industrialhubs, technology
parks,IT cities,and commerc-
ial parks—aswellas providing
projectmanagement consu-
Itancy, architectural design
services,and quality control
services. The corporation is
beingestablished to caterto
the specificrequirements of

thestate.

Additionally, itwillun-
dertake tasksassigned by
the government, executing
them through contractors.
Theauthorized share capital of
thenewentityhasbeensetat
Rs. 15lakh, with aninitial
paid&up share capital of Rs.
10lakh.

Fundswill beallocated
separately for each project,
andanagencyfee—asdeterm-
ined—willbe collected from
therespectivedepartment.

Furthermore, itisstated
that commercial develop-
mentactivities concerning
lands currently under the
purview of Chennai Metro
AssetManagement Limited
(CMAML) may be exclu-
ded from the operational
scopeofthisnewentity.

‘Cruelty’is not limited to physical
violence alone High Court ruling

MADURATI: Observing
that “crueltyis notlimited
tophysical violencealone,”
the Madurai Bench of the
High Courthasuphelda
Family Courtorder direc-
tingahusband to resume
cohabitation with his wife.
A couple, marriedaccord-
ingto Hindurites, saw the
husband file for divorcein
a Family Court, leveling
variousallegationsagainst
hiswife—includinganac-
cusation of anillicitaffair.

Thewife contested this,
leveled counter&allegat-
ionsagainst the husband,
and expressed her desire to
continueliving with him.
The Family Courtallowed
the wife’s pleaand directed
thehusband toresumeliving
with her. Challenging this,

thehusband filedanappeal,
whichwasheardbyadivision
bench ofthe Madurai High
Courtcomprising Justices
G.R.Swaminathanand M.D.
Sumathi. The Courtobserved:
“Anallegation of anillicit
affair with another person
isagravecharge;itmustbe
proven through firmand
credibleevidence. ‘Cruelty’
isnotconfined to physical
violencealone.

Persistent mental har-
assment, making serious,
baselessallegations, engag-
inginhumiliating conduct,
oranyother behavior that
rendersitunreasonable to
expectaspousetocontinue
themaritalrelationship can
constitute mental cruelty”
“Atthe same time, ordina-
rydifferences of opinion,

personal conflicts, or gen-
eral grievancesregarding
domestic responsibilities
donotamountto cruelty wi-
thinamarital relationship.”
“Inthe present case, thehu-
sband claims that his wife
refusedtocookmeals, failed
toattend tohousehold duties,
spentexcessive timeon the
phone,anddid notconduct
herselfinthe mannerexpe-
cted ofawife”

Ithasnotbeen proven,ba-
sedontheevidence, thatspec-
ificincidentsoccurred which
couldbe considered severe
enough to constitute cruelty.
Thereare no sufficient gr-
oundstointerfere with the
order of the Family Court.

Thesaid orderisupheld.
The petitionis dismissed.
Theyordered accordingly.

BASTAR:Prime Minist-
er Narendra Modihascalled
forthe defeat ofthe Naxalite
menace. Everyyear, the Prime
Minister celebrates Diwali
alongside members ofthe
security forces. Thisyear, he
markedthefestival with CRPF
personnelin the Bastarregion
of Chhattisgarh.

Speakingontheoccasion,
heremarked thatthisyear’s
Diwaliholdsspecial signif-
icancefor India. Maoistand
Naxalite extremismhasbeen
eradicatedacrossvariousstates
inthe country. Henoted that
hechoseto celebrate Diwali
withthe CRPFin Bastar to
express his gratitude to the

anddedication.

Herecalledthattherewas
atimewhentheinfluenceof
Maoistand Naxalite extre-
mists wasrampantin states
including Chhattisgarh, Bihar,
Odisha, Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh,and Madhya Prad-
esh.Inthefightagainstthis
extremism, more than 1,000
security personnel havelost
theirlivesin Chhattisgarh
alone. Notably, the number
of casualtieswas particularly
highbetween2004and2013.
Following the BJP govern-
mentsassumptionof power,
intensivemeasures weretaken
against Maoistand Naxalite
extremism.

Asaresult,thismenace
hasbeeneradicated across

security personnel whohave
servedwithaspiritofsacrifice

Wiz

The Vice-President of Ind|a Shr| C. P Rad-
hakrishnan paidfloraltributes toBharatRatna ShriC.
SubramaniamatUprashtrapatiBhavanonhisdeath
anniversary,in New Delhi.

Uncovered
Stormwater Drain

u}éi&%m&_ ) “" £ MADURALI: Thestorm-
g v ! %=« waterdrainlocatedinfront
-  ofthe Madurai Government
¢ Medical College campusis
notfully covered,leadingto
- thestagnation of rainwater
and the proliferation of de-
ngue&carrying mosquitoes.
| Astormwater drainhasbeen
| constructed adjacentto the
~ two&wheeler parkingarea.
Itisonly partially covered
| with cementslabs, leaving
therestofitopen. Following
recentrains, water hasstagnated in the drain, creatinga
breeding ground for dengue mosquitoes.
Thedrainremains openand uncovered near theen-
tranceto theauditorium. Thereisasignificantrisk that
someonewalkingbyorridingatwo&wheeler couldacc-
identallyfallinto the trench. The collegeadministration
must take steps to fully cover these stormwater drains to
preventthebreeding of dengue mosquitoes.

National Silambam
Championship: Silver for
Tamil Nadu Athlete

CHENNALI: K. Bhuvanapriya, a student from Tamil
Nadu, wonasilver medal at the National School Games
(SGFI) Silambam (Gatka) championship held in Delhi.
Theeventtookplacein Delhifromthe23rdto the 28th of
lastmonth. Competinginthe Under&17 categoryaspartof
the Tamil Naduteam, Bhuvanapriyasecured second place
towinthe silver medal. This marks the first medal for Tamil
Naduinthe SGFI Gatkachampionship.

230 dlstrlcts in 20 states.In

regionslike Bastar—which
wereonceseverelyaffected
by such extremism—de-
velopmental projects are
now gaining momentum.
ArmedNaxaliteswhoroam-
edtheforestareashavebeen
eliminated. However, there
remainsagroup of “ideolo-
gical” Naxalites—thosewho

Secrettip-offaboutdrugpossession

harbor Naxalite leanings—
whoareactivelyattempting
toundermine the nation’s
democracy.

Theyhaveinfiltrated va-
rious political partiesand
organizations.

Itisessential toidentify
and defeatthemtosafeguard
our country. Accordingtoa
recentreport by the World

Bank, 500 million Indians
haveemerged from extreme
povertyoverthelast12years—a
trulyhistoricachievement.
Variouswelfareschemes,
including Jan Dhanbankacc-
ountsand thePradhan Mantri
AwasYojana (Prime Minister’s
HousingScheme), havebro-
ughtaboutatransformation
inthelivesofthepoor. Anew
sense of self&confidence
hasemerged amongthem.
Wehavesetseveral goals—to
build adrug&free India,a
self&reliantIndia,andadev-
elopedIndia. Allthecitizens
ofthe country must come
togetherand workinunison
toachieve these objectives.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modistated this.

Police conductsurpriseraid atthehome of an

actorwho gained fame through ‘Bigg Boss'

POONAMALLEE:Ba-
laji Murugadossresidesina
privateapartmentcomplex
inthe Vanagaramarea, near
Thiruverkadu. Havingpartic-

ipatedinthe ‘Bigg Boss'reality |-

showonaprivatetelevision

channel,healsoactedina |

filmtitled ‘Fire’

Recently, the Thiruverk-
adupolicereceivedatip&off
allegingthat Balaji Muruga-
dossusesdrugsandhasbeen
storingthemathisresidence.
Actingonthisinformation,an
inspectorandateamofpolice
officersfrom Thiruverkadu
arrivedathishometo conduct
asearch. Takenabackbythe
arrival ofthepolice, BalajiMu-
rugadossbeganrecordingthe
incidentonhismobile phone.
Itisreportedthathe continu-
edtorecordthevideodespite
instructionsfromthe police
tostop.

The police stated, “We
havecometo conductasea-
rchfollowingatip&offthat
narcoticsarebeingstashedin
yourhome.” Inresponse, Balaji
Murugadossreportedlyargued
with the officers, stating, “It
iscondemnablethatyouare
searching myhomewithout
anyproper documentation
authorizingsuchasearch.
Ifyouwant to know whe-
ther Iuse narcotics, con-
ductablood test on me.”
The police searched Balaji

Murugadoss’sresidence for
approximately five hours,
butnonarcoticswerefound.
Balaji Murugadoss shared
detailsabout theincident
onhis social media pages
andexpressed hiscondem-
nation ofthepolice’sactions.
Whilethisincidenthascaused
astir, thepolicehave clarified
thatthesearchwasconducted
basedonacomplaintfiledby
awoman whoresidesin the
sameapartmentcomplexas
Balaji Murugadoss.

Rs. 1 Crorefor Families of Police
Personnel Who Diein the Line of Duty

CHENNAI: The Gove-
rnmentof Tamil Naduhas
issuedanordertoprovidea
special ex&gratiapayment
ofRs. 1 croretothefamilies
of policepersonnel wholo-
setheirliveswhileonduty.
Inagovernmentorder
issuedbyHome Secretary
A Karthik,itisnoted that
ChiefMinister M.K. Stalin
had previouslyannounced
intheLegislative Assembly
thataspecial reliefofRs. 1
crorewouldbeprovidedto
thefamilies of police perso-
nnelwho make theultim-
atesacrificewhileacting
with exceptional courage
duringthe maintenance of
lawand order. The Director
General of Police (DGP)
submittedaproposalto
the governmenttoimple-
mentthisannouncement.
Theproposalnoted that,in
suchinstances where police
personnellosetheirlives
under heroicorhigh&risk

circumstances whileon
duty,asumofRs. 1 crore
hasalreadybeen provided
fromthe ChiefMinister’s
PublicReliefFund. Furthe-
rmore, the DGPrequested
anannualallocation ofRs.2
crorefor thispurpose.
Acceptingthisproposal,
thegovernmenthasgrant-
edapproval to provideasp-
ecial ex&gratia payment of
Rs.1croretothefamiliesof
police personnelwholose
theirlivesunderheroicor
high&risk circumstances
while performinglawand
order duties. Furthermore,
approvalhasbeengranted
foranannualrecurringex-
penditureofRs.2 crore.

Thisexpense willbe
coveredunderthehead of
“Police Personnel Welfare.”
The Director General of
Police (DGP) will oversee
theadministrativerespon-
sibilitiesrelated to this fund
allocation.

Meanwhile,inastate-
ment, AIADMK General
SecretaryEdappadiK. Pal-
aniswaminotedthattheRs.
40lakh financialassistance
announced for the family
of Special Sub&Inspector
Senthilkumar—whowas
murderedin Theni—isins-
ufficient.

Hepointed out that, whe-
therthe ATADMK wasin
power orintheopposition,
thepartyhadensured thata
reliefamountofRs. 1 crore
was provided to the famili-
esofpolicepersonnelwho
losttheirlivesintheline of
duty.
Itissurprisingthatthe
currentgovernmentdoes
notevenseemtorecallthis
precedent. Therefore, ithas
beenurgedthatthe gover-
nmentprovideRs. 1 crore
inreliefto Senthilkumar’s
familyand offeragovernm-
entjobtooneofhisfamily
members.

TerrorinNungambakkam at midnight: Gang arrested for hurling petrol bombs ata car and motorcycles,
Male acquamtances angered by being reprimanded for visiting female students, carry out the attack

CHENNALI: A tense
situationunfoldedinthe
Nungambakkamareaafter
agroup of men, enraged by
being confronted for visiti-
ngfemalestudents, hurled
petrolbombsatvehiclesin
themiddleofthenight.
Earlyyesterdaymorning,

the Nungambakkam police
received information that

acarand several two&wh-

eelerswereonfirenearthe

Ramalinga Vallalar Temple

investigation,and forensic
expertsalsoexaminedthe
site. Itwasdiscovered that
the perpetratorshadfilled
beerbottleswith petrol, set

inPushpaNagar,Nungam-  themablaze,andthrown
bakkam. thematthevehicles.

Police personnel rushed Thecarthatwasdestroy-

tothescenetoconductan  edbythefirebelongstoa

resident of Pushpa Nagar
named Venkatesan, whois
reportedlyanareaorganiz-
erforthe DMK’slegal wing.
Atwo&wheelerbelonging

toanotherlocalresident,
Kamesh Kannan, wasalso
damagedintheincident. As
afirststep, the police exami-

nedfootage fromsurveill-
ancecamerasatthescene.
Theinvestigationrevealed
that, overthe pastfewdays,
somemalefriendshadbeen
visitingtwo female stud-
entswhoresidein Pushpa
Nagar;itisreported that

somelocalresidents, havi-

ngnoticedthesevisits,had
confronted theyoungmen.
Accordingtothepolice, the
investigationindicated that
someoftheyouths,angered
bythis, threw petrolbombs.
A carand four two&whe-
elersweredamagedinthe
incident.
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A LITTLE LAMP THEN... A BIG POLITICAL WORRY NOW!

We didn’t light
even a small
oil lampon
the h|l| in 2025... 72

POLITICAL SATIRE

Is that why

Agalvilakku
Publications is
causing us trouble

in 2026?

-VeIIore SuSpect in PMKfunctlonay s
murder case shotand apprehended

VELLORE: APMK fun-
ctionarywasshotdead witha
country&madefirearmnear
Gudiyatham, followingalon-
g&standing personal enmity.
Policehavearrestedanindiv-
idual, whoisarepeatoffender
withmultiple casesagainsthim,
inconnectionwiththemurder.
Earliertoday (Nov10)atdawn,
whilepolice wereattempting
torecoveracountry&made
firearmhiddenbythesuspect,
heattacked Sub&Inspector of
PoliceRajaandtriedtoflee.
Inresponse, the police ope-
nedfire, strikingthesuspect
intheleg,and subsequently
tookhiminto custody.

Thedeceased, Gnana-
velu (46), wasaresident of
Sengundram village near
Gudiyatham. Heservedas

thedistrictsecretaryofthe
‘Anbumani Thambigal’ (An-
bumani’s Younger Brothers)
wingofthePMKinthe Vellore
Westdistrict. Gnanaveluhad
severalassault casespending
againsthimandwaslistedas
a‘history&sheeter’ (aperson
withadocumented criminal
record) atthe Gudiyatham
Rural Police Station. Hehad
along&standing feud with
anotherlocalresident, Poo-
varasan (29).Poovarasanis
alsoahistory&sheeter, with
seven cases pendingagainst
him, includingchargesrelated
toganja (cannabis) smuggling,
theft,and apreviousmurder.

Yesterdayevening, Gn-
anaveluwasstanding near
abusstopin Sengundram
village alongside another

local resident, Raghu (40).
Atthattime, Poovarasanarr-
ivedandbegananaltercation
with Gnanavelu. Hethen went
toahouseontheotherside
oftheroad, returned witha

| country&madefirearm,and

shotatGnanavelu. Gnanavelu
collapsedand died on the sp-
ot.Raghusustained serious
injuriesafterbeingstruckin
therightshoulderby pellets
fromthefirearm. Following
the shooting, Poovarasan
attempted to flee the scene.
Meanwhile,uponhearingthe
sound of gunfire,membersof
thepublicrushed tothescene,
recovered Gnanavelu’sbody,
andtransported Raghu—who
wasincritical condition—to
the Gudiyatham Government
Hospital.

Following this, police
fromthe Gudiyatham Rural
Police Stationarrived prom-
ptlyandarrested Poovarasan
underheavysecurity. Dueto
thetensesituation thateme-
rgedinSengundramyvillage
followingtheincident, police
personnelhavebeendeployed
inthearea. Raghucontinuesto
receivemedical treatmentat

the Gudiyatham Government
Hospital,and the Gudiyatham
Rural Policehave registered
acaseandareconductingan
investigationintothemurder.
Regardingtheshooting: Po-
ovarasan, whowasarrested,
claimedthathehadhidden
acountry&madefirearmat
thefoothillsin Sengundram
village. Consequently,ateam
led by Inspectors Tamilselv-
an (Gudiyatham Rural)and
Prabhu (Peranambattu) took
himtothefoothillsof Sengu-
ndramunderheavysecurity
todaytorecover theweapon.

Afterretrievingthe count-
ry&madefirearm,Poovarasan
attacked Sub&Inspector (SI)
Rajawithaknifehehadalso
hiddenthereandattempted
tofleetoward thehillyterrain.
Inresponse, SIRajaopened
fireonPoovarasan. Both the
severelyinjured Poovarasan
and SIRajawererescued by
thepoliceandadmitted tothe
Gudiyatham Government
Hospital. From there, both
weresubsequentlytransferred
tothe Vellore Government
Medical College Hospital for
furtherspecialized treatment.

Bodies of two more fishermen who died after

beingcaughtinacyclone recovered

CHENNALI: Thebodies
oftwo more fishermen who
perishedafterbeingcaughtin
acyclonewererecovered the
daybeforeyesterday.

OnOctober29,agroupof
ninefishermen—including
theboatoperator, Surya—set
outfor deep&seafishingfrom
theKasimedufishingharbour
inChennai,aboardamecha-
nizedboatownedbyanindi-
vidualnamed Selvazhagan.
Whilefishingnear Nizampa-
tnamin AndhraPradesh, the
crewdockedtheirboatatthe
Nizampatnamharbourasa
safety precaution followinga
cyclonewarning. Later, when
theyventuredbackouttosea,
theboat’senginebrokedown
inthe middle ofthe ocean.
At3:30 AMonthe3rd ofthis

month, the crewmanaged
tosend awireless message

toanothernearbyboat,re-

portingthesituation. Foll-
owingthis,all contactwith
theninefishermenwaslost

. " .1 b =
. w—.‘o
Meanwhile, the bodies of ¢ 1

seven fishermenhavesince %,
. [ P
washedashorenear Ongolein

AndhraPradesh. Itwasconf-

irmedthattherecoveredbo- =

dieswerethoseofthemissing
fishermen from Tamil Nadu.
Subsequently, thebodies of
sevenindividuals—Mohan,
Surya,Murugan, Vijayakan-
th, Kuppusamy, Kuppan,and
Aravind—wereidentifiedand
handed overtotheirrespect-
iverelatives.
However,astherewasno
informationregardingthe
status of the remainingtwo

ﬁshermen the Coast Guard
intensified thesearch operat-
ion. Meanwhile, thebodies of
twomorefishermenwashed
ashoreat Lakshmipurambe-
ach,near Kothapattinamin
thestateof AndhraPradesh.

Followingtherecoveryof
thesebodies,aninvestigation
bytheauthorities confirmed
thattheywerethemissingfish-
ermen, Rajeshand Narayanan.

Thereafter, after post&mortem
examinationswere conducted,
bothbodiesweretransported
toChennaibyambulanceand
handed overtotheirrelatives.
Itisnoteworthythatthenine
fishermen who had setout
from Kasimeduin Chennai
andgonemissinginthewaters
offthe AndhraPradesh coast
havenowbeenrecoveredas
bodies.

Kanchipuram:Man recently released from prison
murdered body with severe injuriesfound on railway tracks

KANCHIPURAM: A
manwhohadrecentlyretu-
rned fromprisonafterbeing
involvedina murder case
hasbeen murdered under
mysterious circumstances.
Policereceived information
thatthebodyofaman with
severeheadinjurieshadbeen
found on therailwaytracks
near Ariyanth Avenue in
Ward 21 of the Kanchipur-

am Municipal Corporation.
Followingthis, officers from
theKanchipuram Taluk Police
andthe Arakkonam Railway
Policearrived atthescene,
recovered thebody,and sent
ittothe Kanchipuram Gove-
rnment Hospital.
Preliminarypoliceinve-
stigationshaverevealed that
the deceased was Parthiban
(32),aresidentof Netaji Na-

garnear Thirukkalimedu. It
isreported thathehad pre-
viously been arrested and
imprisoned in connection
withthe2022 murderofaman
named Elumalai, who had
worked withhimatabiryani
shop. Police suspectthaton
the day of Deepavali, while
hewasdrinkingwith friends
near therailway tracks, an
altercation broke out, during

whichhewasstruckonthe
head with stonesandliquor
bottles,leadingtohisdeath.
Thepolicehavelaunchedan
investigation toidentifyth-
osewho weredrinking with
Parthibanandtodetermine
whetherthemurderwasthe
resultofapre&existinggrudge
oranescalation ofadispute
thatarose while they were
consumingalcohol.

Local 10.11.2026 OutStation11.11 2026|

Stalinand Rajinitravelto Greeceto
attend Anirudh- Kavya Maran’s wedding

CHENNAIL: DMKIleader
M.K.Stalinhasdeparted for
Greecealong with his fam-
ilytoattend the wedding of
renowned music composer
AnirudhRavichanderand
prominentbusinesswom-
an Kavya Kalanithi Maran.
The wedding of Anirudh
Ravichander—one of the
leading music composersin
the Tamil filmindustry—and
KavyaKalanithi Maran—an
executivedirectoratSun TV
Networkand co&ownerofthe
IPL cricketteam Sunrisers Hy-

derabad—rs settotakeplace
in Greecetodayand tomor-
row (November10and11).
Closerelativesand prominent
figureshavebeeninvited to
attend the ceremony.
Accordingly, toattend this
wedding ceremony, DMK
leader M.K. Stalin depart-
edfrom Chennaiyesterday
at3:50 AMonan Emirates
Airlinesflight,accompani-
ed byhis wife Durga Stalin,
son Udhayanidhi Stalin,
daughter&in&law Kiruthiga
Udhayanidhi,and son&in&-

= law Sabareesan.

Theyaretraveli-
- ngtoGreecevia
. Dubai. Reports
 indicate thataf-
ter the wedding
proceedings, th-
eywillreturnto
Chennai—again
viaDubai—in
theearlyhoursof
November 13th.
Similarly, actor
Rajinikanth has
alsoleft Chennaifor Greece,
accompanied by his daug-
hter Aishwarya Rajinika-
nth, toattend the wedding.
Photographsrelated to this
havesurfaced onsocial media
andaregoingviral. Followi-
ngtheweddingin Greece,a
grand weddingreceptionis
scheduled tobeheld on No-
vember21statastarhotelin
Chennai. Theeventissetto
beattendedbyahostofpr-
ominentfigures,including
politicalleaders, celebrities

fromthefilmindustry, cricket
stars,and business magna-
tes. Through this wedding,
the families of M.K. Stalin
and Rajinikanth are ente-
ringinto afamilial bond.
Kalanithi Maranisthesonof
thelate former Union Mini-
ster Murasoli Maran.
Murasoli Maran wasthe
sonofthesister of former Ch-
iefMinister M. Karunanidhi.
In thisregard, M.K. Sta-
lin and Kalanithi Maran
arerelatives, making Ka-
vyaMaranagranddaugh-
ter&tigure to M.K. Stalin.
Similarly, music compos-
er Anirudh Ravichander
isthe son of Ravichander,
whoisthebrother of Latha
Rajinikanth—the wife of the
renownedactor Rajinikanth.
Thus, through thiswedding,
thefamilies of M.K. Stalin,
the Marans, and Rajinikan-
th—allof whomarehighly
well&known in Tamil Nadu
—arebecoming connected.

Gadi Eizenkotto become Prime Minister of Israel

intensive efforts underway to include Netanyahu’s
partym_the newcoalltlon government

TEL AVIV: Withno co-
alition securing a majority
inthelIsraeli parliamentary
elections, President Isaac

ectionswereheld on October
27.Toformagovernment,a
partyor coalitionmustsecure
61seatsoutofthetotal 120.In
thiselection, therulingLiku-
d&led coalitionwon 53 seats,
whilethe “Together’ coalition
secured 48 seats.

The Joint List —anallia-
nceof Arabparties—won 11
seats,and another Araballi-
ance, Raam), secured 8 seats.
Asnocoalitionachieveda
majorityinthelIsraeliparlia-
mentaryelections, President
IsaacHerzogofficiallyinvited
GadiEizenkot, theleader of
the “Yashar’ party,toforma
government the day before
yesterday. Hehasinstructed
thatagovernmentbe for-
medandamajority proven
within the next six weeks.
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Herzoghasinvited GadiEi- |
zenkot,leader ofthe ‘Yashar’ |
party,toformagovernment. @ :
Thelsraeliparliamentaryel- |

Inthis context, GadiEizen-
kot stated: “Weare currently
inanemergency situation.
Recognizingthis,Iinvitethe
Likud partyand the parties
intherulingcoalitiontojoin
ouralliance.

Together, we canforma
national emergency gover-
nment. However, only those
partiesthatacceptmeasPrime
Minister willbeincludedin
thisalliance. Furthermore,
they mustagree to our four
key conditions: they must
recognizeand acceptIsrael
asaJewish, democraticsta-
te;theymustendorseIsrael’s
1948 Declaration of Indepe-
ndence; they mustcommitto

mandatory militaryservice
forallsectorsofsociety;and
they mustdesignate Hamas
asaterroristorganization.
Onlybyaccepting these four
conditions canany partyjoin
ouralliance”

Thetwo Araballiances,
theJoint Listand Raam, have
decidedtoprovideexternal
supportto Gadi Eizenkot’s
coalition government rat-
her thanjoiningit. Nevert-
heless, Eizenkotis making
concerted effortstoinclude
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s Likud partyand
itsallied factionsin thenew
government, even without
the formal participation of

the Araballiances. Gadi Ei-
zenkot,whoissettobecome
Israel'snew Prime Minister,
servedasthe country’s Chief

s = of General Stafffrom 2015

t02019. During this period

- —specificallyin2017—the
q then&Chief of the Naval

StaffofIndia, Admiral Sunil
Lanba, paidan official visitto
Israel. Hemet with Eizenkot,
whowastheIsraeli Chiefof
General Staffatthe time,and
held significantdiscussions
—mostnotablyregardingthe
supply ofarmsand military
technologyrequired byIndia.
AstaunchsupporterofIndia,
GadiEizenkot tookswiftact-
iontofacilitate the provision
ofnecessaryweaponryand
technologicalassistance to
theIndianarmed forces.
Itwas followingthis that
IndiaandIsraelbegan the
jointproduction of the st-
ate&of&the&art Barak&8
missiles. During Eisenkot’s
tenure, defenseagreements
worth $2billion weresigned
between the two countries.

Rs.22.10 Crore Stolen from Tamil Nadu
Government Bank Accounts

CHENNALI: A sum of
Rs.22.10 crorehasbeen &

stolen frombankaccounts i

belongingtothe TamilNadu

policesuspecttheinvolve-
mentofaNigerian gangin
thisincident.Rs. 14 crorewas
siphoned offfrom thebank
account ofthe Mandapam
Panchayat Unionin Ramana-
thapuram district. Similarly,
thesamegangstoleRs.3.10
crorefromthebankaccount
oftheNagai (Nagapattinam)
Panchayat Union,andRs. 5
crorefromthebankaccount
ofthe Tambaram Panchayat
Union.

Thecybercrime police
areconductinganintensive
investigationinto the matter.
Reportsindicatethatthesame
group—which previously
targeted the Mahatma Gandhi
Universityin Puducherry—has
nowdigitally defraudedand
stolen croresof rupeesfrom
bankaccounts maintained
underthe Tamil NaduRural
Development Department.
Accordingto thereports,
atotal ofRs.22.10crorein
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government. Cybercrime 2=

government funds has been
siphonedoff:Rs. 14 crorefrom
the Mandapam Panchayat
Union (Ramanathapuram
district),Rs.3.10 crorefrom
theNagapattinam Panchayat
Union,andRs. 5crorefromthe
Dharapuram Panchayat Union
(Tiruppurdistrict). These
fundswereallocated under
the 15th Finance Commission
grantsfor the construction of
health and wellness centers
inruralareas. Specifically,
fundshadbeen earmarked
forthe construction ofhealth
and wellness centers—each
valuedatRs.50lakh—across
variousvillage panchayatsin
TamilNadu.

A centralized, state-level
bankaccountismaintained
by the Rural Development
Department tomonitor these
transactions. Fundsarere-
leased onlyafter thedistrict

administration submits
areportconfirmingthe
completion ofthework,

&
»" 2L m followingwhich the Block

1 Development Officers

a (BDOs) disbursethepay-
" mentstothecontractors.

Thisisthestandard proce-
durethatisalwaysfollowed.
These bank accounts are
managed from Chennai. It
isalleged thatan onlinein-
trusionoccurred,and funds
were siphoned offthrough
varioustransactions.

Government project
funds, allocated for the
construction ofhealthcare
centers, have been misap-
propriated through fraud.
Followingsimilarincidentsin
Puducherry,thereissuspicion
thatNigerian cybercriminal
gangs may bebehind these
fraudsin TamilNadu. The Tam-
ilNadu Cyber Crime Police
areconductinganintensive
investigationinto the matter.
Thegovernment-run Mahatma
GandhiPostgraduate Institute
of Dental Sciencesislocated
in Gorimedu, Puducherry.
Theinstitute maintainsabank

accountwithaprivatebank
near IndiraSquare. Topaythree
months’worth of salariesto
260 staffmembers—including
professors,doctors,and other
employees—ahead of Diwali,
asumof38.16 crorewasre-
leased from the government
treasuryand credited tothe
institute’sbankaccounton
thenightofthe3rd.

However,atotal 0f38.85
crore—comprising thenewly
credited fundsand theexist-
ingbalance—mysteriously
vanished fromtheaccount.
Withinjusttwohoursofthe
fundsbeingdeposited from
thetreasury,anunidentified
group siphoned the money
offdigitally. ThePuducherry
State Cyber Crime Police
investigated the case, which
revealed thatthefraudulent
ganghad operated fromlo-
cationsincluding Chennai,
Coimbatore,and Tiruppur.

It was suggested thata
Nigeriangangwasresponsi-
ble;itisnowbelieved thatthe
same group may bebehind
theincidentsin Tamil Nadu
aswell.
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