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Firstmeeting oftheTamilNadu
Investment Promotion Authority

CHENNALI: Thefirstme-
etingofthe Tamil Nadu Inv-
estmentPromotion Board,
chaired by the ChiefSecret-
ary,includedareviewofthe
expedited implementation
ofinvestment projects, the
simplification of business
permits, thenewindustrial
policy,and the promotion
ofexports.

Apressreleaseissuedin
thisregardstatesthefollowing:
“Sincethe governmentled by
Chief Minister Vijayassumed
office,ithasbeen taking pr-
oactive measuresto elevate
Tamil Nadu to the position
oftheleadingstateinthein-
dustrialsector byattracting
industrialinvestments. Fur-
thermore, the governmentis
working towards the goal of
transforming Tamil Nadu
intoal.5trillion US dollar
economy by the year 2036.
Inline with this, the Tamil
NaduInvestment Promotion
Commission (TNIPC) was

established via G.O. (Ms.) No.
240, Industries, Investment
Promotionand Commerce
Department, dated 03.11.2026,

under Section 16&A—apr- | 7 |

ovisioninserted throughthe
Tamil Nadu Ease of Doing
Business (Amendment) Act,
2026 (ActNo.15/2026).
The first meeting of this

Commissionwasheldon ¥ %

13.11.2026 at the Secretariat,
chaired by Chief Secretary
Dr.M. Saikumar. The Com-

mission, whichisheadedby ©

the ChiefSecretary with the
Additional Chief Secretary
oftheIndustries, Investment
Promotionand Commerce
Departmentservingasthe
Member&Coordinator, co-
mprisesatotalof20members.
Theseincludethe Secretaries
ofvariousdepartments,such
asFinance, Environment, Inf-

ormation Technology, Micro,
Smalland Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs), Municipal Admi-
nistration, Housing, Home,
Energy, Revenue, Natural
Resources, Water Resources,
Labour Welfare,and Comm-
ercial Taxesand Registration.
Atthefirstmeetingofthe Tamil

NaduInvestment Promot-
ion Commission (TNIPC),
representativesfromthein-
dustrial sector were present,
including A. Viswanathan,
Chairman of Delphi&TVS
and President ofthe Madras
Chamberof Commerceand
Industry (MCCI); and M.

Youth Olympics: India’s First Gold in Boxing
Ambaker Meitei’s Historic Achievement

CHENNALI: Every
athleteharborsagrand
dream—to deliver an
exceptional performa-
ncefortheirnationand
securemedalsortitles,
whetheratthe Olympics

oraWorld Cup.Indian '« v

boxer Ambaker Meiteihas
nowrealized suchafeat.
Ambaker Meiteihasma-
dehistorybywinninga

goldmedalatthe Youth F

OlympicsheldinDakar,
Senegal.

With thisvictory, hehas
become thefirstIndianbo-
xer towin gold at the Youth
Olympics. Previously, the
highestachievement foran
Indianinboxingatthe Youth
Olympicswasasilvermedal,
wonby Shiva Thapain2010.
Inthefinal ofthemen’s 50kg
boxing categoryatthe Youth
Olympics, Lairenlakpam Am-
baker Meiteifaced Ireland’s
Christian Zubani. Heemerged
victoriouswitha3&2 decision,
clinchingthegold medal.In
thewomen’sboxing category,

a2

India’s Kunjan also won go-
1d,becomingthefirstIndian
femaleboxertoachieve this
milestoneatthe Youth Olym-
pics. 17&year&old Ambaker
Meiteihailsfrom the Imphal
Eastdistrictof Manipur.

His father, Mandan Meitei,
runsateastallintheirhom-
etown. Initially, Manthan
Meiteitookhissontofootball
training. However, noticing
hisson’saggressive potenti-
al,heenrolled himinboxing
trainingin 2018, when the
boywasabout 10yearsold.
Ambekar Meiteitrained daily
atafacilitylocated Skilometers

from hisvillage. To get there,
hewouldborrowabicycleor,
attimes, simply walk.Inthe
beginning, he couldnotafford
tobuyhisownboxinggloves;
undeterred, he managed to
obtainused onesto continue
histraining. Afterhissessions,
hewouldalsohelp outathis
father’steastall—aroutinethat
continued forseveral years.

Ambekar Meiteisoon
drewattention in Manipur
through his performances
atthesub&qjuniorlevel. Later,
withthehelp ofhiscoach, he
movedtoasportshostelin
Imphaltopursuehistraining.

Onthe occasion fhe137th birth anmversaryofthe late Prime MlnlsterJawarIaI Nehru, the Trichy City

Fromthere, hepart-
icipatedinthetrials
fortheIndianintern-
ationalyouthboxing
team. Although he
finishedin4thplace,
hewasstill offereda
spotinanational&-
. leveltraining camp.
: Thisledhimtotrain
attheNational Inst-
itute of Sports (NIS)
inPatiala.
Hewentontowin
asilver medal atthe ‘Pakist-
an Futures’ World Cup (held
in Thailand) and another
silver atthe National Youth
Championships. Now, he
hasachievedaremarkable
featby winninga gold me-
dalatthe Youth Olympics.
“My role modelsinboxing
aren’tjust from Manipur;
theyinclude someofthebest
boxersintheworld.Ioften
watchvideosof Mike Tyson.
My nextgoalsarethe2030
Commonwealth Gamesand
the2032 Olympics,” says Am-
bekar Meitei.

District Congress organized a tribute eventtoday, during which garlands were placed on the statue of Nehru
located opposite the Seva Sangam Schoolin Trichy. Led by PeterAlphonse, the Congress party’s regional
reorganizationhead, and accompanied by L. Rex, the Trichy City District Congress President, the participants
garlanded the statue and offered flowers to pay theirrespects.

and Vice Chairman of the

| Confederation of Indian

Industry (CII) Tamil Nadu;

- RavichandranPurushotham-
' an,PresidentofDanfossand

%

Ponnuswami, Chairmanand
Managing Director of Pon
Pure Chemicals, who also
servesasthe Co&Chairman
ofthe Confederation of Ind-
ianIndustry (CII)’s ‘Ease of
DoingBusiness’initiative..”
Murugavel Janakiraman,
CEO of Matrimony.com

Chairman ofthe Confedera-
tionof Indian Industry (CII)
Southern Region;and Bhupesh
Nagarajan, Co&Chairman
ofthe Tamil Nadu Council
ofthe Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce &

\\\ Industry (FICCI), particip-
W atedas specialinvitees.

The Authorityreviewed the
progressofprojectsinvolving
investmentsof3200 crore or
more, those creating 5,000
or morejobs, investments
linked to Free Trade Agree-
ments (FTAs),and investm-
entsfromthe Tamil diaspora.
Discussions werealso held
regardingtheestablishment
ofa‘GCCCorridor’ (Global

Capability Centre Corridor) to
createhigh&skillemployment
opportunitiesinsectorssuch
asInformation Technology,
Artificial Intelligence, engi-
neeringdesign,and Research
&Development (R&D).
Theallocation ofland
within SIPCOT, SIDCO,
TIDCO,and ELCOT industrial
parkswasreviewed,alongside
thestatusofland acquisition
andthe development prog-
ressof upcoming and newly
identified industrial parks
under SIPCOT and TIDCO.
Furthermore, the progress
regardinglandallocationatthe
PMMITRA parkwasexam-
ined. Thereviewalso covered
theadvancementofvarious
TIDCO projects—including
the TamilNadu Knowledge
City, Arivagam AI City, the
Coimbatore Digital Fintech

ltwas held underthe leadership of Chief Secretary Dr. M. Saikumar

Centre,and the Multimodal
Logistics Hubin Tiruchirap-
palli—aswellasthe current
statusof TIDELNeo projects
and Micro-Tech parks. Ad-
ditionally, discussions were
held on the establishment
ofa‘GCC Corridor’ (Global
Capability Centre Corridor)
aimedatcreating high-skill
employmentopportunitiesin
sectorssuchasInformation
Technology, Artificial Intel-
ligence, engineering design,
andResearch & Development
(R&D).Representatives from
theindustry, who participated
inthe TamilNaduInvestment
Promotion Authoritymeeting,
expressed their gratitude for
themeasurestakento ‘easeof
doingbusiness withinashort
timeframe, the promptdisbu-
rsementofindustrialincentive
packages,and thetranspare-
nt, public,and open process
adopted for theallotment
of SIPCOT industrial plots.
Thiswasstatedinthereport.

Pakistan’s Polio Fight Falters: Vaccine Refusals
and Distrust HamperEradlcatlo Efforts

PAKISTHAN: Pakista-
n’sfightagainst polio faces
significanthurdles, with the
countryreportingitsninth
case 0f2026 on November
6. A seven&month&oldboy
fromKhyber district wasthe
latestvictim, highlightingthe
ongoingchallenges.

Sevenofthisyear’s cases
have emerged from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, underscoring
persistentdifficultiesin the
decades&longvaccination
campaign.

Despitenearlythreedec-
adesofeffort, billionsininter-
nationalaid,andaworkforce
ofover400,000vaccinators,
Pakistan hasyettoeliminate
thispreventabledisease. The

problem goesbeyondlog-
istics;itpointstoadeeper
crisisof publictrustin go-
vernmentandhealthcare
services. Security concerns,
population movement, di-
flicultterrain, misinforma-
tion,and vaccinehesitancy
allobstructimmunization
efforts. Repeated refusals
in communities regularly
visited by vaccination teams
suggestthatdistrustin public
institutionsisamajor factor.

Manyunderserved com-
munitieslackaccesstobasic
healthcare, maternalservices,
routine childhood immuni-
zations,and clean drinking
water. For some families, polio
vaccinatorsareamongthefew

governmentrepresentatives
theysee, creatingaperception
thatauthorities prioritize va-
ccination overbroader public
healthneeds. Tribaljirgasin
southern Khyber Pakhtunk-
hwadeclared 677 campaign
boycottsin2023,usingthem
todemand essential services
like electricity, roads,and
employment.

Pakistan’s polio progr-

M am acknowledges that
communities use these
boycottstodrawatten-
tiontounresolvedlocal
¥ grievances.

Shortcomingswithin
vaccinationteams,such
asinsufficientfemaleva-
ccinators, frequent staff
changes,andinadequate
training, also contribute to
resistance.

Involving trustedlocal
representativesandimproving
communication couldhelp.
Integratingthe poliovaccin-
ationinfrastructure, trained
personnel,andsurveillance
into the wider publichealth
systemiscrucialforalasting
solution.

12 people, including 7 young women,
go missingin Cuddalore

Whatisthe police doing? - Velmurugan

CHENNALI “Whereisthe
protectionforhumanlivesin
Tamil Nadu? Has police su-
rveillancebecome so weak
that 12 people can gomissing
inCuddaloreinasingleday?”
questioned Velmurugan,
leader ofthe Tamizhaga Va-

| zhvurimaiKatchi (TVK).In

astatementissued regarding

| this,henoted: “Thereportsthat

12people—including7young
women—have gonemissing
inCuddaloredistrictinasin-
gledayarebothshockingand
deeply concerning. Thefact
thata16&year&oldboyanda
17&year&oldgirlareamong
thosemissingunderscores
the gravity of the situation.
Itishighlyunusualforsomany
individualstogomissingina

singledistrictwithinoneday.
With familiesleftin distress,
notknowingwheretolookfor
theirchildrenandrelatives, it
isessentialthatthepaceofthe
policeinvestigationand the
progressofthesearchoperati-
onsbemadetransparent. Has
policesurveillancebecome
soweakthat 12 peoplecango
missinginasingleday? Where
arethegovernment’s promises

regardingthesafetyofwomen,
giventhat7youngwomenhave
vanished? Whathasbecome
ofthegovernment’s preve-
ntivemeasuresintended to
ensurethesafetyof minors?
Doesthedutyofthepolice
end merelywith the registr-
ationofacomplaint? Where
aretherigorous efforts to
rescuethosewhohavegone
missing? Hasthegovernme-
ntkepttheaffected families
informedabouttheprogress
oftheinvestigation? Willthe
governmenttakeresponsib-
ilityuntileverysinglemissing
personisrecovered safely?
Mere words of consolation
cannotwipe away the tears
ofthefamilies ofthemissing.
Eachpersonmustbelocated

swiftly, the circumstances
behindtheirdisappearance
mustbeuncovered,andifa
crimeisconfirmed,strictlegal
actionmustbetakenagainst
thoseresponsible. Public
safetyisnotjustaslogan for
government publicity;itisa
fundamental duty of thestate.
Ifanenvironmentemerges
wherewomenand children
cannotlivewithoutfear, what
valueremainsintheadminis-
tration’spromises of security?
Onbehalfofthe Tamil Valv-
urimaiKatchi(Tamil Rights
Party),lurgethegovernment
toensuretheswiftrecoveryof
allthosewhohave gone missi-
ng,bringthetruthtolight,and
takedecisiveactiontoprevent
suchincidentsfromrecurring”
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Today horoscope

Relatives who had drifted away will reach out
3 to you. You willunderstand the feelings of your
famllymembers andadjustyourselfaccordingly.
There willbe profitsinbusiness. Youmayplana
trip out of town with your family.

Youwillfindjoyin purchasingitemsyouhave
long desired. Differences of opinion between/ &

spouses will cometoan end. Some may replace . _ g
old electrical appliances with new ones. Your i
standingat the workplace willimprove.

Minor disagreements may arise between spouses. Itisad-
visable to pay extraattention to your children’shealth. Avoid
getting unnecessarilyinvolved in other
people’saffairs. Outstanding duesin business

) willberecovered.

Anunexpectedinflow of money willbring you great
enthusiasm. You will purchase electrical appliances needed
foryourhome. Atwork, you will receive appreciation from
your superiors. Thearrival of guests will make
your homelively. You will make plansto
expand your business.

Youwill complete the tasks you undertake efficiently.
Youwillappear refreshed and vibrant. Thosewho
havebenefited fromyourhelpinthe pastwillnow

assistyou. Youwill consultwith your family
regardingthepurchaseofahouseorland. A tripto
anothertownisonthecards.

Along-awaited sum of moneywillreach
you. Thebond between husband and wife will
strengthen. Sinus-related issues will subside.
Siblings will provide supportat the right mo-
ment. A relative from your spouse’s side may
seekyourassistance.

The chaosand confusion that existed within the family
willcometoan end. Financialinflow will be satisfactory. You
willlearn new techniquesrelated to your business.

f ;.j!;_..‘] :,,?ﬂh You will make plans for your children’s future.
Youwill reconnect with childhood friends.

Tasks thathad beenstalled or pending willbe completed
rapidly. Youwillhave the opportunity to meet prominent
figuresinsociety. Youwill purchase clothingand
ornaments. Youwillreceive supportfromyour
siblings. Atyourworkplace, youwill earn praise
fromyoursuperiors.

You may face unnecessary running around and wasteful
expenses. Itisadvisable tobeaccommodating toward one
another within the family. Donot provideany
guarantees or sureties foranyone. Exercise
extracaution whiletravelinginavehicle. Avoid
out-of-town trips.

Tasksthathavebeen pendingforalongtimewill
be completed today. Differencesof opinionwith | I |
your father willberesolved. Youmay experiencean ‘
increasein well-intentioned but perhapsintrusive b
attention from neighbors. Youmightplanavisitto
sacred placeswithyourfamily.

. Youwill resolve property-related matters
a ul throughdiscussions. Therewillbesufficientincome

| | toallowfor savings. You mayattempttoexpand
\ yourbusiness. Existing issues at your workplace
willbecleared up. Thearrival of guests willbring

alivelyatmospheretoyourhome.

Arrangementsforauspiciouseventswillbemadeathome.
Youwillshowaspiritof compromise with
your familymembers. Thebondand intimacy
between husband and wife willgrow stronger.
Youmayrenovate or rearrange your home tosuit
your personal taste. Some may secureemploymentinareputa-

edaftertiger,

Farmworker ki
released fromits cagefora
TikTokvideo, attacks him

LAHORE: A farm worker has died in Pakistan after
beingattackedbyatigerthatwasreleased fromits cage
for the purposeoffilminga Tik Tok video.

Theincidenttookplaceataprivateanimal farm—u-
sedfortherearingand breeding ofanimals—locatedin
thevillage of Kahna, near Lahore, Pakistan.

Noman Hassan, alocal TikTok personality, intention-
allyreleased a caged tiger to filma “daring” video. Once
outofits cage, thetiger suddenlybecame uncontrollable
and mauleda 19&year&old farm worker named Talha.

Thev1ct1m who sustained severeinjuries, was

rushed toahospital, where helater succumbed tohis
wounds.
The farm owner, Fayyaz,and Noman Hassan haveboth
beenarrested. Thetiger, whichhad escapeditsencl-
osure, hasalsobeen captured. Regarding this, police
officialsstated, “People have developed akeen interest
in TikTok videos.

We cannotallowanyone to puthumanlivesatriskin
thename of entertainment oramusement.”

Congress Commlttee Pres-
identManickam Tagorehas ! =

strongly condemnedthesta- LD

tementsmade by Karnataka

Deputy Chief Minister D.K. */
Shivakumar—who assert- |
edthatnoonecanprevent
the construction ofadam =

atMekedatuand urged the
Union governmentto grant
finalapprovalfor the project.
Inapostsharedonsocial
mediaregardingthis, hestated:
“Itisstrongly condemnable
thatKarnataka Deputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar, in
thepresence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modiin Mysuru,
declared that ‘noonecanst-
optheconstructionofadam
atMekedatu’and urged the
Union governmentto grant
finalapproval forthe project.
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Karnataka D eputy Chief
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
continuestoadoptan obs-
tinate stance thatblatantly
violates the Supreme Court’s
verdictand the finalaward of
the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal. Suchrhetoric, which
runscounter to the principles
offederalism and threatens
to destroy thelivelihoods
of farmersin Tamil Nadu, is
entirely unacceptable.

Asadownstream state

inthe Cauveryriver wate-
r&sharingarrangement,
Tamil Nadu’s rights cannot
beunilaterallyundermined
byany projectimplemented
by Karnataka. The Union
governmentmustnotgrant
any permission for the const-
ruction ofthe Mekedatudam
without the explicit consent
of the downstream states.
Approving the Mekeda-

Local 14.11.2026 OutStation15.11.2026|

“D.K. Shivakumar's remarks regarding Mekedatu ona stage
sharedW|thModmreunacceptable” Manickam Tagore

/

tuproject without Tamil
Nadu’s consentisnotonly
illegal but would also sev-
erely devastate thelives of
farmersinthe Deltadistricts.
Itisthe duty ofthe Union
government, led by Prime
Minister Modji, toensure that
notasinglebrickislaid by Ka-
rnatakaatthe Mekedatusite.
Onbehalfofthe Tamil Nadu
Congress, wewillnever per-
mitthis projectto proceed.

We are prepared to
go toanylengths to defe-
ndtherights of our state.
Tamil Nadu will always re-
main unitedin the fight for
itsrights over the Cauvery
waters. Our voices will co-
ntinuetoberaised firmlyto
protecttheinterests of Tamil
Naduand therightsof our
farmers.”

Ban on Zakir Naik’s ‘Islamic Research

Foundation' extended for another 5 years

‘lll‘ﬂ

MALAYSIA: Thebanon
the IslamicResearch Foun-
dation’ (IRF)—founded by
Zakir Naik, whois currently
inhidingin Malaysia—has
beenextended foranother
fiveyears.

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs stated that
this decision was taken in
theinterestofreligioushar-
monyandnationalsecurity.
Zakir Abdul Karim Naik,
popularlyknownasDr. Zakir
Naik, is an Islamic speaker
from Maharashtra. In Feb-
ruary 1991, he established
the ‘Islamic Research Fou-
ndation’ (IRF) in Mumbai.

Controversiesaroseregar-
dingtheactivitiesofthe IRF §
andthespeeches delivered f
byitsfounder, Zakir Naik.
Following this, a case was
registered,and an investi-
gation wasinitiated. Nai

subsequentlyleftIndiafor £
Malaysia, wherehe hasbe- ==
enlivinginhiding;heholds &

permanentresidentstatus
inMalaysia.

The Union Ministryof Ho-
me Affairsconcluded thatthe
IRFposedathreattonational
security,underminedreligio-
usharmony,and endangered
the country’ssecular fabric.
Consequently,on November

17,2016,theIRFwasdeclared
anunlawfulassociationunder
the Unlawful Activities (Pr-
evention) Act (UAPA). The
Central Governmentexercised
itspowersunder Section 3,
sub&section (1) of the UA-
PA, 1967,toimposethisban.
Theban wassubsequently

extendedm 2021

Thecurrentperiodofthe
banwas set to expire today
(November 14). Consequ-
ently, the Union Ministry
of Home Affairshasissued
anotification extending the
ban onthe IRF for another
fiveyears.

Swearing in of the New Board of Trustees at the
Subramanya_SwamyTempIe Twupparankundram

MADURALI: A gover-
nmentorderwasissued on
theeveningof November
13 appointing Rajapandi-
an, Alagappan, Shanmuga-
sundaram, Reginadevi,and
Chitraasthenewtrustees
forthe Subramanya Swamy
Templein Tirupparanku-
ndram.

Following this, the
swearing&in ceremony for
thenewtrusteestookplace
yesterdayeveningat7:00
PMinthetemplehall,inthe

presence of Deputy Com-
missioner Selvi.
Subsequently, theelec-
tion for the Chairperson of
the Board of Trustees was
heldunderthe supervision

ofthedesignated election
officer, Pradeepa—the Ass-
istant Commissioner ofthe
Koodalazhagar Perumal
Temple.
Shanmugasundaram

waselected asthe Chai-
rpersonofthe Board of
Trustees;

hehadpreviouslyserv-
edasatrusteeontheformer
board.

Special Trains and Buses
Operated forSoorasamharam

CHENNALI: The State
Express Transport Corpo-
ration (SETC) hasannou-
nced thatspecialbusesare
beingoperatedacross Tamil
Naduinlightofthe Soorasa-
mharam festival.
Accordingtoan official sta-
tement, specialbuseshave
beeninoperationsincethe
12thofthismonthtoacco-
mmodate passengerstrave-
lingfortheweekendand the
Soorasamharam festival.

Accordingly, 525buses
arebeingoperatedtoday
fromtheKilambakkam
busterminusin Chennai
todestinationsincluding
Tiruvannamalai, Trichy,
Kumbakonam, Madurai,
Tirunelveli, Nagercoil, Ka-
nyakumari, Thoothukudi,
Coimbatore, Salem, Erode,
and Tiruppur.
Additionally,40busesare
beingoperated fromthe Ko-
yambedubusterminusto
Nagapattinam, Velankanni,
Hosur,and Bengaluru.

Additionally, 50special
busesarebeingoperated
from Bengaluru, Tiruppur,

Erode, and Coimbatoreto
variousdestinations.
From Madhavaram,
55specialbusesarebeing
operated toKallakurichi,
Tiruvannamalai, Trichy,
Kumbakonam, Vellore,
Hosur,and Puducherry.
Furthermore, tofacilitate
thereturn of passengersto
Chennaiand Bengaluru
fromtheirhometownstom-
orrow, 545 special buses will
beoperated fromvarious
locations,based on passen-
gerdemand. Thiswasstated
intheannouncement.
SouthernRailwayhas
announcedaspecialtrain
between Chennai Egmore
and Tiruchendurincon-
nectionwiththe ‘Soorasa-

mharam’event. According
toapressreleaseissued
bySouthern Railway, the
Chennai Egmore - Tiruch-
endur (06007) superfastsp-
ecialtrainwilldepartfrom
Chennai Egmorerailway
stationtoday (November
14)at4:10 PM.Itwill travel

viaTambaram, Chenga-
Ipattu, Melmaruvathur,

I Villupuram, Virudhacha-
lam, Ariyalur, Srirangam,
Trichy, Dindigul, Madurai,
Virudhunagar, Sattur,
Kovilpatti,and Tirunelveli,
reaching Tiruchendurat
4:00 AM thefollowingday
(November15).

Inthereturndirection,
the Tiruchendur - Chennai
Egmore (06008) superfa-
stspecial trainwill depart
from Tiruchendurtomorr-
ow (November15)at10:30
PMandarriveat Chennai
Egmorerailwaystationat
12:00PM (noon) onNove-
mber16.
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ProtectOurSand,

Restore OurRivers
,PROTECT OUR SAND, RESTORE OUR RIVERS,

f— :
MADURAI MANI | EDITOR —

A riverismore thana channel carrying
water. It sustains farms, supportsdrinking
water sources and helps replenish ground-
water. Its sand bedis part of that Tiving
system. Unchecked extraction threatens
both today’s resources and the security
of future generations.

Reports that Tamil Nadu’s Directorate
of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption has reg-
isteredacaseoverallegedirregularities
inriver sand quarrying deserve serious
attention. The allegations concern an
estimated revenue Toss of ¥1,427.34 crore
during 2021-2024 and involve a former min-
ister, officials and contractors. These
allegations requireathorough, impartial
investigation.

The registration of a case does not
establishguilt. Investigators must
substantiate theirallegationswithevi-
dence, and those accused must receive due
process. Equally, political influenceor
former officemust offer noprotection from
scrutiny. The investigationmust proceed
without political interference or favour.

The issue extends beyond Tost government
revenue. The value of extracted sand can
be calculated, but the possible damage to
water sources, river systems and lTocal
Tivelihoods demands a separate assessment.
An environmental review should therefore
accompany the financial and criminal in-
vestigation. Was sand extracted beyond
permitted 1imits? Were tender conditions
shaped to benefit selected contractors?
Did the officials responsible for monitor-
ingoperations fulfil theirduties? These
guestions require answers supported by
records. Accountabilitymustalsoinclude
identifying the administrative failures
that may have allowed irregularities to
continue.

The government should publish clear,
accessibleinformation about every au-
thorised quarry: its approved extraction
Timit, the quantity actually removed and
the revenue collected. Vehicle tracking
and transport records should be subject
to independent checks. Transparency can
reduce the opportunities for collusion
between those awarding contracts and those
benefiting fromthem.

People Tiving along riverbanks must
alsobeheard. They oftenwitness changes
intheir surroundings before those changes
appear inofficial reports. Residents who
report suspectedillegal extraction need
protectionandareliableway to learnwhat
action has followed their complaints.
Effective administration should prevent
damage rather than respond only after
sustained publicpressure.

The constructionindustry’s demand for
sand also requires practical attention.
Reliable supplies of qualitymanufactured
sand, fair pricingand straightforward
purchasing procedures can help reduce
dependenceonillegal sources. Alongside
enforcement, damaged river stretches need
scientificallyinformed restorationplans.

This casemust not become abrief con-
troversy that disappears frompublic
attention. Citizens deserve acredible
investigation, evidence thatwithstands
judicial scrutiny, appropriate punishment
whereguiltis established and Tawful ef-
forts to recover losses. They also deserve
reforms that prevent the same failures
from recurring.

Protecting rivers is apublicduty.
Actionagainst illegal sand mining must
continue—with transparency, fairness and
Qcomm'i tment to lasting results. Y,

New Political Movement by PMK

Founder Ramadoss’s Daughter =~/

CHENNATI:Reportsin-
dicate that Srikanthi, the
daughter of PMK founder
Ramadoss, issetto officially
launchanew political mo-
vementon December 6th.
Aninvitationreleased in

thisregard states: “Under
theleadership of Srikanthi,
daughter of PMK founder
Ramadoss, anew political
journeyisbeginning—one
founded on the principles of
equality, social justice,and

self&respect.
“Thelauncheventforthis
movement—whichaimsto
champion the welfare and
rights of the people,aswell ~SSEE
astheadvancementoffuture in Chenna10nDecember6th
generations—willtakeplace theinvitationadds.
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26 Students Feared Deadin  Projects worth Rs. 15,600 crore launchedin Bengaluru: PM

Bus- Truck Colhsmn in Assam

KAZIRANGA:I
isfearedthat26stude
ntshavediedfollowi
ngacollisionbetwee
abusandatruckin
the state of Assam. §
Theaccidentoccur- §
redyesterdayinthe
Rangajanarea, near &g
Kaziranga, whena 4
speedingtruckcol-
lided withaminibus. &5

The minibus
was traveling from Bok-
akhattowards Nagaon at
the time of the incident.
Therewere over45studentson
boardthebus. Uponreceiving
information, policeand fire
servicepersonnelrushedto
thesceneandrescuedthose
trappedinsidethevehicle. It
isfeared that26 peoplehave
losttheirlives,and many ot-

hers have sustalnedm)urles

Asseveralindividualsare
criticallyinjured, the death
tollmayrise. Theimpact of
the high&speed collision
left the minibus completely
mangled. Regarding this,
Swapnaneel Deka, Senior
Superintendent of Police for
the Golaghatregion, stated,
“Wehaverecoveredalarge
number ofbodies from the

bus More than 20 people

who sustained severeinjur-
iesarecurrentlyundergoing
treatmentat the hospital.”
Inacondolence message,
Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarmasaid, “I
amdeeplysaddened by the
accidentthatoccurred near
KazirangaPark.Iextend my
heartfeltcondolencestothe
familiesofthedeceased”

Tamil Nadu GovernmentImposes
Stock Limits on Rice and Pulses

CHENNATI: The Tamil
Nadugovernmenthasissued
anorderimposingstocklim-
itsonrice, *tur dal* (pigeon
peas),and *urad dal* (black
gram) toregulate their prices
within thestate.

Accordingtoagovernment
order (GO)issuedyesterday
by the Cooperation, Food
and Consumer Protection
Department, the following
limitshavebeen set: Who-
lesalersin Tamil Nadu are
permitted tostockupto2,000
tonnesofpaddyorrice, while
individualretailersmayhold
up to8tonnes.

Ricemill ownersareal-
lowed to maintain a stock

equivalent to one month’s
production capacity. Imp-
ortersare prohibited from
holdingimported goodsfor
morethan45days.

Regarding *tur dal*and
*urad dal*, wholesalersare
permitted tostockup to200
tonnesofeachvariety. Ret-
ailersandlargeretail chain
storesmayhold upto5tonnes
ofeachtypeofpulse.

For pulse mills, the pe-
rmitted stocklimitis eith-
er the production volume
of thelastthree monthsor
25percent of their annual
installed production capa-
city—whicheverishigher.
Importersarealsodirected

nottoholdimportedpulses
formore than 45 days from
thedate of customsclearance.
Furthermore, tradersare
mandatorilyrequired to up-
load detailsof their *tur dal*
and*urad dal* stocksonthe
website of the Union Depa-
rtmentof Consumer Affairs.
A governmentorder states
thattradersholdingstocks of
pulsesinexcessofthe perm-
ittedlimits mustreduce their
inventorytotheprescribed
levelsbyNovember 16.
Throughthismeasure, the
governmentaimstocurbprice
increasesinriceand pulses
and ensurean uninterrupted
supplyinthemarket.

SpaceX's‘Starship’ Rocket Successfully Launched
SpacecrafttoReturnto EarthTomorrow

WASHINGTON: Sp-
aceX, thecompanyowned

by Americanentrepreneur [

ElonMusk,isactivelyinv- §
olvedinspaceexploration [
andthelaunchofspacecraft §
usingrockets. Inthiscont- -~
ext,SpaceX developedthe
‘Starship rocket, designedto
transportspacecraft, cargo,
and humans from Earth to
the Moonand Mars.
Typically, whenrockets
arelaunched, theboosters
thatcarrythe fuel detach
after completing their ta-
skand fallinto the ocean.
However, ‘Starship’isafully
reusablerocket; its compo-
nentsaredesignedtoreturn
toEarth—specificallytothe
launchsite.
Intheeventofatechnical

malfunction, therocketcom-
ponentsareprogrammedtobe
divertedsothattheyfallinto
theoceaninstead. SpaceXhas
previouslylaunched ‘Starship’
rockets 14times. In thelatest
mission—the 15thlaunch—a
‘Starship rocketcarrying26
‘Starlink V3’ satellites was
successfullylaunched from
asitein Texas.

Whilethe ‘Super Heavy’
boosterwasexpected tore-
turntothelaunchsiteafter
separatingfromtherocket,a
last&minutetechnicalissue

W resultedinthebooster
beingdirectedtolandin
theocean. Meanwhile,
SpaceXhasannounced
thatthe26 ‘Starlink V3’
satelliteslaunchedinto
spacehavebeensucces-
sfullyplacedinto Earth’s
orbit.

Thelaunchvehicle,which
hasbegun orbiting the Earth
l4timesataspeed 23 times
fasterthanthespeed of sound
(approximately28,000km/h),
issettoreturntothelaunch
siteearlytomorrow (the 15th).
Mechanicalarmsatthelaunch
sitewill catchand securethe
vehicle. SpaceX engineers
are currently working on
the preparationsto ensure
thisoperationiscarried out
successfully.

Launchof'The 15,000 Club'- ABook Celebrating
theAchlevementsofSachmandV|ratKohI|

CHENNAL *Sportstar*
magazinehasreleasedasp-
ecialbooktitled “The 15,000
Club: Two Generations, One
Peak, which chroniclesthe
cricketingjourneys and
achievements oflegends
Sachin Tendulkar and Vi-
rat Kohli—both of whom
havesurpassed 15,000 runs
in One Day International
(ODI) cricket.

The launch event to-
okplaceyesterdayat*The
Hindu* office in Chennai.

oductoryoffer, thebookis
availableata25% discount
for3225.Beyondtheachiev-

. ements of Sachin Tendulkar
' and Virat Kohli, thisbook
. coverskey moments from
/ their cricketing careers.

Throughinterviews wi-

- 2 thformer teammates who

Thebookwasunveiled by
K.M.Mammen, Chairman of
MRE andreceivedbyN. Mu-
rali, Chairman of THGPPL.

Theeventwasattended by
Rahul Mammen Mappillai,
Managing Director of MRF;
N.Ramand Venugopal, Di-
rectorsof The Hindu Group;
and Ramesh Rangarajan, Ch-
airman of KSL,amongothers.
Thebook canbe purchased
onlineathttps://publicati-
ons.thehindugroup.com.It
ispricedat3299. Asanintr-

playedalongside them, the
bookexplores theirbatting
techniques, mental approa-
ch, personaltraits,and the
impacttheyhad within the
team’s dressingroom.
Thebookchroniclesth-
eirjourneys—from Sachin,
who drew attention for his
cricketing talentatavery
youngage, to Virat Kohli,
who emergedasoneofthe
greatest playersinmodern
cricket. Italsohighlightsthe
unique contributions both
havemadetoIndian cricket.

BENGALURU: Prime

when membersofthe Youth F**

Modiinaugurates Metro and Vande Bharattraln serwces |

Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the ‘Pink Line’
Metro serviceand the Van-
deBharattrainservicefrom
Bengaluruto Madgaon by
flaggingthem offyesterday.
Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
diarrivedatthe HAL Airport
inBengalurufrom Delhivia
aspecial flightyesterdaymo-
rning. Hewaswelcomed by
Karnataka Governor Sudha
Yadav, Deputy Chief Minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar, Union
Minister of State Somanna,
and others.

Fromthere, hetraveled to
the Swami Vivekananda Yoga
Anusandhana Samsthana
in Anekal to participatein
thegolden jubilee celebrat-
ionsat ‘Prashanti Kutiram’.
Earlier, BJP supportersand
membersofthepublicgather-
edonbothsidesoftheroadin

Congress,whohad gathered

atthespot,began chanting ¢
“Rahul, Rahul” The police ¥
subsequentlytookthemin-
tocustodyandtransported fi=s -

themawayinavan.

At12:45PM, Prime Mi- J

nister Modi, accompanied

.r"""*\

1

by Chief Minister D.K. Sh- g

ivakumar, flagged off the 2=

Pink Line Metro service, /f"
which runsfrom Tavarekere -
toIIM Bengaluru. Followi- :
ngthis, the Prime Minister :
traveled on the metrotrain -

alongside Governor Sudha
Yadav, Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar, and others.
Subsequently,atthe Yesvantpur
Railway Stationin Bengaluru,
the Prime Minister flagged
offthe Vande Bharat Expre-
sstrainbound for Madgaon
(Goa). Thetrain’sroutepasses
through severaltownsin Ka-

Anekaland showered flowers
towelcome the Prime Minist-
er.Standingin hisvehicle, the
Prime Minister waved tothe
crowd. A commotion ensued

rnataka—includingHassan,
Chikkamagaluru, Mangal-
uru, and Gokarna—before
reaching Madgaonin Goa.
Rallway authorltles stated that

i o R ) 0 el | i 5

Grapeyields have declineddue tocurrentclimate
change. Farmersinthe Cumbum Valleyregionare
concerned, asthe ‘Panneer’ (Muscat)grapes—cur-
rently selling for %50 perkilogram—are notfetching
anadequate price.

12,000 Bogus Beneficiaries
West Bengal CM Allegation

KOLKATA: WestBengal |
ChiefMinister [Suvendu Ad-
hikari]*hasstated thatlegal
actionwillbetaken against
12,000bogusbeneficiaries
whoavailed themselves of
benefitsunderafreehousing
schemeduringthetenureof
theprevious Trinamool Co-
ngressadministration. Elaboratingonthis, he said: “Funds
wereallocatedtothesebogusindividualsduringtheprevious
Trinamool Congressregime.

Wehaveinitiatedstepstorecover theseamountsfromthem?”
“Sofar, 1,000 peoplehavereturned the money. The others
mustalsoreturnthe funds; otherwise, legalaction willbe
takenagainstthem. Furthermore,action willbe taken agai-
nst West Bengal governmentofficialswho were complicitin
themisappropriation of fundsunderthisscheme,” hestated.
***Note:** The original textreferstotheindividual asthe
“ChiefMinister of West Bengal” and nameshim as “Suve-
nduAdhikari” Pleasebe awarethat Suvendu Adhikariisa
prominentoppositionleader (BJP) in West Bengal, notthe
ChiefMinister.*

Kallakurichi District Underthe
Leadership of Female Officials

KALLAKURICHI: A notablefeature of Kallakurichi di-
strictisthat women holdthe top leadership positions across
11 keydepartments, includingtherole of District Collector.
Padmajawas appointed asthe District Collector of Kalla-
kurichitowardsthe end oflast May. Prior to this, Shahnaz
wasappointed asthe Superintendent of Police for the district
onMay20th.

Key positions are held by women, includingR. Jeeva as
the District Revenue Officer, A. Lalitha asthe Project Officer
forthe Women's Development Scheme, Karthika as the Chief
Educational Officer, another Karthika as the District Social
Welfare Officer, Chithrasena as the Deputy Director of Health
Services, Babykala asthe Joint Director of Agriculture, Vasa-
nthalakshmiasthe Director ofthe Civil Supplies Corporation,
M. Se. Arunaasthe District Project Officer for the Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS), and Bhavani as the Dean
ofthe Government Medical College. Additionally, Kavith-
a—whowaspreviously servingasthe Project Officer for the
Women'’s Development Scheme in Thiruvallur district—has
been appointed as the District Project Officer (Rural Devel-
opment) for Kallakurichi, replacing the former incumbent,

Ramesh Kumar, who wastransferred two days ago.

Itissignificant that the officials responsiblefor overseeing
the daily, publicefacing operations in Kallakurichi district
are predominantly women.Notably, Shravan Kumar, a
former District Collector of Kallakurichi, had previously
praisedthe administration, stating, “The management by
the women servingas heads of departmentsin Kallakurichi
districtisexcellent.”

thejourneyto Goawill take
13hours, offering passengers
theopportunitytoenjoysce-
nic, picturesquelandscapes
alongtheway.

Following these events,
Prime Minister Modiinaug-
urated development projects
inBengaluruworth315,600
croreanddedicated completed
projectstothenation. Healso
inaugurated four upgraded
railway stations—Chikka-
magaluru, Chamarajanagar,

Sakleshpur,and Subramanya
Road—viavideo conference.
Earlier, whilespeakingin Be-
ngaluru, Prime Minister Modi
said, “Bengaluruisevolving
intoaglobalcityinthetech-
nologysector. Themetrorail
projectissetto pave the way
for newbusinessopportun-
itiesand innovativeventures
inthecity.

The Central Govern-
menthas provided 50 pe-
rcent of the funding for

this metro rail project.”
He furtheradded, “Under
the Amrit Bharat scheme,
over 60 railway stations in
Karnatakaarebeingupgra-
ded with state&of&the&art
facilitiestomeetinternational
standards.” Following this,

the Prime Minister traveled
to Mysuru by air, where he
inauguratedanewly constr-
ucted planetarium (Cosmos
Planetarium)located atthe
foothillsof ChamundiHill.

MaduraiJewelry Store Heist

Police Conduct Intensive Searchata
Young Man’s Home in Palanganatham

MADURALI: In conne-
ction with amajorjewelry
storeheistin Madurai, police
carried outaseven&hour
searchatthehomeofayo-
ung man. The heavypolice
presenceintheareacreated
atenseatmosphere throug-
houtthenight.

Followingthe theft of gold
and diamondjewelryworth
Rs.21crorefromaprominent
jewelrystorelocated onthe
Palanganatham&Kalavasal
bypassroad,special police te-
amswere formed to conduct
anintensiveinvestigation.

Police examined survei-
llance footage from various
routesthe perpetrator might
have taken, confirming that
hefled viaMadakkulam Road
onatwo&wheeler typically
used bywomen. Suspicion
felluponayoung manre-
sidingonastreetlocated
withintwokilometersofthe
rear side of thejewelry store.
Consequently, over 100 police

officerswere deployed to the
areatosearchhisresidence.
Theyconductedathorough,
inch&by&inch search ofthe
entire property—including
everyroom, theexterior,and
theupper&floorareas—w-
hichlasted forsevenhours
lastnight.

Theentirestreet wasbr-
oughtunder police control
duringtheoperation;however,
noneofthestolenjewelrywas
recovered. Itwasreported
thattheindividual under
suspicionhad notreturned
home for several hours, a
detailthataddedto the te-
nsionintheneighborhood.
Accordingtothepolice, the
suspectrunsa YouTube ch-
anneland frequently posted
videos onsocial media.

He wasalso known for
performing stunts on an
expensive motorcycleand
sharingfootage of theseac-
tivities. Surveillance footage
furtherrevealed thathehad

visited the targeted jewelry
storeon threeseparate occa-
sions priortotheheist. Each
timehevisited, hearrivedin
disguisetoscoutthejewelry
store. Usingmoderntechnol-
ogy,authoritiesareanalyzing
hisphotographsaspartofan
investigation, based on the
suspicion thathe mayhave
beeninvolvedintherobbery.
Asearchandinterrogation
werealso conducted atthe
young man’sresidence, las-
tingover seven hours.

Policestated that theid-
entityofthe robber wouldbe
revealed oncetheinvestiga-
tion concludes. Meanwhile,
reportsindicate thattwobags
containingdocumentsand
variousotheritemshavebeen
seized from the young man’s
home. In connection with
thejewelrystorerobberyin
Madurai, the policeare cu-
rrently conductingasearch
attheMadakulamirrigation
tank (kanmai).

Ukraine Expects Largest Prisoner Exchange
with Russia, Over 1,000 from Each Side

KYIV:Kyivisanticipating
what couldbethelargestpri-
soner exchange with Russia
sincethewarbegan, with Uk-
rainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy stating that over
1,000individualsfromeach
sidearelikelytobereleased.

Zelenskyy confirmedon
Fridaythat Ukrainianteams,
intelligence agencies, and
special servicesarediligen-
tlyworkingto facilitate this
significantexchange.

Heemphasized thatKyivis
takingseriouslytheassurances
from American partnersthat
thiswouldindeedbethelarg-
estsucheventofthe conflict.

“Thisisextremelysen-
sitive for many Ukrainian
families,” Zelenskyynoted,
highlightingthehumanim-
pactofthe ongoing conflict.

.. Heexpectsadetailedreport
~ onthepreparationssoon.

Beyondtheexchange, Zele-

g nskyyalsodiscussed recent

diplomaticefforts,including
asubstantial defenseassist-
ance package of 645 million

H eurosfrom Denmark.

This packageissetto
includeadditionalammuni-
tionfor F&16fighterjetsand
crucialenergyassistance for
Ukraine,addressingcritical

needsamidsttheconflict.

Discussions with Eur-
opeanleadersalsofocused
onstrengtheninginternati-
onalsupportfor Ukraineand
imposing furthersanctions
on Russia. Zelenskyyalso
mentioned talks with US
President Donald Trump’s
Special Envoys Steve Witkoff
andJared Kushnerregarding
stepstowards peaceand gu-
aranteed security.

Hyderabad: Telangana BJP president N Ram-

chander Raowas placed underhouse arrestat his
residenceinTarnaka, Hyderabad, afterhe called for
stoppingthe Bharat Summitand Leader of Opposition
in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, alleging thatthe event
was beingorganised byinviting “anti-Bharatforces”,
accordingtothe BJP Telangana State PRO.
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Trump to Meet X|, Putin at APEC
Summitfor F|rstTr|IateraITaIks

USA: USPresident Do-
nald Trumpis setto make
historynextweekbyholding
thefirst&ever trilateral me-
etingwith Chinese Presid-
entXiJinpingand Russian
President Vladimir Putin.
Thehigh&profile talks will
takeplace onthesidelines

ofthe Asia&Pacific Econ- .

omic Cooperation (APEC)
Summitin China.

Senior US officialshave
indicated that nuclear disa-
rmamentand thesituation
inIran willbekey topics of
discussionamongthethree
globalleaders. While the
meeting marksasignificant
diplomaticengagement, US

officialshave tempered exp-
ectations, describingitasan
initial conversation rather
thanaforum forimmedi-
ateagreementsonnuclear
weaponsreduction.

White House spokesper-
son Olivia Waleshighlighted
President Trump’s strong de-
siretoaddress global nuclear
proliferation, callingita ‘very

dangerlousrdevelopment’.
Officialsclarified that while

concreteagreementsarenot
anticipated, themeeting of-
fersacrucial opportunityto
initiate high&level dialogue
onthesecriticalinternational
issues. President Trumpalso
plansto discuss Iran with
both Xiand Putin, though
Russia’s ongoing conflict

with Ukraineisnoton the
trilateralagenda.
Thismeetinggains further
relevanceasthelastnuclear
armstreatybetween the US
and Russiarecently expired,
and China continuesto exp-
anditsnuclear capabilities.
Separately, Trump willalso
holdabilateral meetingand
workinglunch with Presid-
ent Xibefore thejointsess-
ion. Billionaire Elon Musk
isexpected toaccompany
Trump during parts of his
Chinavisit,thoughnotatthe
trilateral meeting. Trump’s
Asiatourbeginsin Manila for
the ASEAN Summitbefore
headingto China.

MekedatuIssue: Stalin writes to CM Vijay,
urginganall- party meeting

CHENNAL “Giventhat
the Chief Minister of Karn-
atakahasonceagainbegun
speakingaggressivelyabout
constructing the Mekedatu
dam, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment should nolonger
remainsilent. Anall&party
meeting mustbe convened
to demonstrate our unity
and express our opposition
tothe Karnataka Chief Mi-
nister’sstatements,” urged
M.K. Stalin to Tamil Nadu
ChiefMinister Vijay.

Inthisregard, DMKleader
M.K. Stalin [wrote] to Chief
Minister Vijay...Inhisletter,
Stalinwrites, “Twishtobringto
yourattention thatonNovem-
ber13,2026,atagovernment
functionin Mysuruheldinthe
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar spokeonceagain
aboutthe Mekedatudam. His
assertionattheevent—that
the Supreme Courtitselfhas
endorsed the construction of
theMekedatudamandthatno

onecanstop it—hascaused
significantunrestamongthe
farmers of Tamil Nadu. The
Cauveryissue transcends
mere water sharing; itishi-
storicallyand emotionally
intertwined with thelives of
the Tamil people. Theentire
livelihood of the farmersin
the Deltaregiondependson
it. Therefore, I reiterate what
Thave consistently emphas-
izedfromthebeginning: the
Governmentof Tamil Nadu
cannotafford toremainin-
differentorturnablind eye
tothe Mekedatudamissue.
Based onlessonsfrom the
past, thereisnoscopeforany
negotiations with Karnataka

regarding our rightsto Cauv-
erywater. Tamil Nadu’sfirm
stancehasalwaysbeen that
wewillsecureourrightsth-
roughlegal channels. When
reportsemerged—contrary
tothisposition—suggesting
thatyouintended to visit
Karnatakatohold talks with
their state governmentupon
assumingofficeas ChiefMin-
ister, wewarned againstsuch
a‘dangerousgamble’
Furthermore, thelack
oftransparencyregarding
your visitto Karnataka, co-
mbined with theabsence of
an officialannouncement
and the contradictory sta-
tementsissued by various

ministers,onlyservedtocon-
fusethefarming community.
Itisin this contextthat Karn-
atakaDeputy Chief Minister
D.K.Shivakumarstatedina
pressconference, Tt wasthe
Government of Tamil Nadu
thatreached outtoinitiate
thesetalks.” He stated that
“Karnatakadidnotreachout”

¢ Ultimately, yieldingto oppo-

sition from certain groupsin
Karnataka, heremarked that
“giventhe currentsituation, the
ChiefMinister of TamilNadu
should notvisit Karnataka.”
Noneofthesedevelopm-
entshavebeen well&received
bythepeople of TamilNadu.
Whileall political partiesin
Karnatakaspeakwithaunified
voiceregarding the Cauvery
issue,IThaveemphasized that
itisessential for the political
partiesof Tamil Nadutoalso
demonstrate unityto protect
our farmers.Thad further
suggested thatanall&party
meetingbe convenedimm-
ediatelyto deliberate onour
nextcourseofaction.

Arrangementsunderwaytoestablishasecond
Collector’s Office complexin Madurai, tobe knownas
the’Collector’s Office Master Plan Complex’

MADURALI:Preparatio-
nsareunderwaytoestablish
asecond Collector’s Office
complexin Madurai, design-
atedasthe ‘Collector’s Office
Master Plan Complex’

Theexisting Collector’s
Officespans7acres, while
theformer Ramanathapuram
Collector’s Office—located
nearby—covers 1.5acres. A
Regional Cancer Treatment
Centreissettobeestablished
onthelattersite. Consequent-
ly, thedistrictadministration
hasdirectedthemorethan15
governmentofficescurrently

operatingtheretovacatethe
premises.

Several of these offices,
includingthe District Panch-
ayatOffice,arenowsearching
fornewlocations.

Temporaryspacehasbe-
enallocated tosomeofthem
withinthecurrent Collector’s
Officecomplex;however, ma-
nyofficesalready operating
therearefacingseverespace
constraints. The Madurai
North Taluk office, which was
struggling with extreme cong-
estion, wasrecentlyrelocated
toanewbuildingbehind the

Tallakulam Police Station.
The MaduraiRTO office
isalso facing similar space
issues,andadecisionhasbe-
enmadetorelocateitaswell.
Inlightofthis, plansarebe-
ing developedto construct
asecond Collector’s Office
complex. A 5&acrevacantsite
locatedbehind the North Tal-
ukofficein Chokkikulam has
beenselected for this purpose.
Discussionshavebeen held
regardingthe constructionof
an8&storybuildingon thissite.
District Monitoring Officer
VeeraraghavaRaoinspected

thelocation,accompaniedby
Collector Nishanth Krishna,
District Revenue Officer (D-
RO) Jayapreetha, Tahsildar
Kamalesh,and otherofficials.
Veeraraghava Rao has
stated that the Collector’s
office complexshouldbedev-
elopedasa ‘master complex,
keepingthe futurein mind.
Consequently, the Public
Works Departmentissetto
constructanew building,
whichwillhouse the offices
thatwere previouslylocated
intheold Ramanathapuram
Collector’soffice complex.
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PM atthe mauguratlon ofthe COSMOS- -Mysuru Planetariumin Mysuru, Karnataka.

Birth Anniversary of Jawaharlal Nehru
PostbyPrime Minister Modion°

NEW DELHI: Jawaharlal
Nehru, the first Prime Min-
ister ofindependentIndia,
wasborn on November 14,
1889, in Allahabad (now
Prayagraj), Uttar Pradesh,
to Motilal Nehruand Swa-

roop Rani.

Oftenreferred toasthe
‘architect of modernIndia,
Jawaharlal Nehruservedasthe
Prime Minister of Indiafora
total of 16 yearsand 286 days.
Hisvisionary outlooklaid

the foundation for the pro-
gressofindependentIndia.
November 14, hisbirthday, is
celebrated as Children’s Day.

Today, on the occasion of
hisbirthanniversary, politi-
calleadersareremembering

himand payingtheirrespects.
Inthisregard, Prime Minister
Modiposted ontheplatform
X, stating, “I pay my tributes
to former Prime Minister
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehruon
hisbirthanniversary”

Let Us Build a Prosperous Tamil Nadu
CMVijay's Children’s Day Wlshes

CHENNAL: ChiefMinister
Vijayhasextended hiswarm
Children’s Day wishestoall
thechildrenheholdsdear.

Inapostonhisofficial X
(formerly Twitter) accou-
nt, he stated the following:
“Onthisauspiciousday—ce-
lebratedas Children’s Day to
mark thebirthanniversary
of PanditJawaharlal Nehru,
India’s first Prime Minist-
erwhoheldimmenselove
for children—I extend my
heartfelt Children’s Day wi-

shestoallmydear children.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru de-
servesgreathonor forlaying
thefoundation for the nation’s
developmentthrough hisvisi-
onaryapproachacrossvarious
fields, includingeducation,
industrialand economicgro-
wth, scientificadvancement,
theprotection of democratic
values, the establishment of
socialjustice,and theupho-
ldingof secularism.

Inline with Pandit Jaw-
aharlal Nehru’s belief that

‘today’schildrenare
thearchitectswho
willshapethefuture |
ofthenation, letus

identify theunique =~ NN

talentsof our childr- N\

en, providethemwith Q B
theright platforms 7
and opportunities
tofullyexpressthese
talents, givewingsto
their dreams, and
helpthemsoarintheskiesof
success! Together, letusbuild
aprosperous TamilNaduand

avibrant,empowered India!

Happy Children’s Day!”
This was stated in his
message.

Lorry driver broughtto Maduraipolice
stationfor questioning dies by suicide

MADURATI:
Balakrishnan, whoarriv-
edatthe Chekkanoorani
police stationin Madurai
districttofileacomplaint,
hasdied.Itisreportedthat |
hediedbyhanging,andse-
nior officialshaveinitiated
aninquiryintotheincident.
Balakrishnan, a native of
Devaramin Thenidistrict,
workedasalorrydriver. He
wastransportingaload of
cardamom from Gudalur
(near Cumbum) when his
lorrysuddenly caughtfire.

‘

Hewenttothe Chekkan-
ooranipolicestationtolodge
acomplaintregarding this
incident. Itisalleged thatthe

Thenipolicerequested that
hebeheldatthestation, citi-

| ngseveral prioraccusations

againsthim. Furthermore,
theowner ofthelorryrep-
ortedlyraised suspicions
regardingthefire.
Whilebeingheldatthe
policestation, Balakrishnan
allegedly died by hanging
himselfin the station’s res-
troomduringthenight. The
incidenthascaused amajor
shock, promptingthe District
Superintendent of Police to
visitthe station personally

toconductaninvestigation.

Thepoliceareexamining
thecasefromvariousangles—
specifically, whetherthedriver
diedbysuicideorifhewassu-
bjectedtoanyformofduress.
Policestated that theexactcau-
seofdeathwillbedetermined
followingthe post&mortem
examination.

Meanwhile, South Zone
Inspector General of Police
(IG) VijayendraBidarihas
announced thattheinvest-
igationinto thiscase willbe
transferredtothe CB&CID.

Waslaw and order well maintained during the DMK's
ruIe7Mlnlster_Shahjahanquestlonsthe opposition parties

MANAPARAIL: Min-
ister for Minority Wel-
fare, Shahjahan, visited
the Puthanathamareain
Trichy district. Speaking
toreporters, hestated that
the currentadministrati-
on—nowsixmonthsinto
itsterm—is performing
exceptionallywell, fulfil-
ling the very changesthat
the peoplevoted for. For
thefirsttimeinhistory, the
governmenthasdeclared
itselftobefreefrombribery
and corruption,anditis
activelyupholding this co-
mmitment.

Regardingeducation-
alscholarships, fundsare
being provided notonly
throughthe Department
ofSocialJusticebutalso
throughthe Department
of Minority Welfare. Every
eligibleapplicantwill recei-
vethescholarshipamount.
Lastyear, theaid wasgran-
ted to 10individualsfrom
minority communities.

Thisyear, evenafter
announcingtheapplicati-
ondatesand extending the
deadline, onlyabout15to
16applicationswererecei-

ved. Asonlysevenofthese
mettheeligibility criteria,
wehavedecided toextend
theapplicationdeadline
further. “Therefore, for
students wishingto pursue
theirstudiesabroad, this
government will certainly
provideassistance, provid-
edtheirapplicationsarein
order; hestated.
Addressingaquestion
regardingcriticismsfrom
opposition parties conce-
rninglawandorderunder
the TVK (Tamilaga Vetri
Kazhagam)administra-
tion, Minister Shahjahan
remarked: “Opposition
figureslike Udhayanidhi
Stalinand Kanimozhispe-
akasiflawand order were
perfectlymaintained duri-

N

ngthepreviousfive&year
| DMK regime—implying
that thisgovernmentis
failingin thatregard. Yet,
9,000 murderstookplace
duringthosefiveyears.I
am certainly notjustifyi-
ngtheoccurrenceofsuch
crimes.”

“However, tosuggest
thatthe previousfiveyears
werea ‘haven ofpeace’and
thatmurdershaveoccurr-
edforthefirsttimeonlythis
yearismerelyareflectionof
political malice.

Asforthevariouscl-
aimscirculating daily on

socialmediaregarding ML-
As—ifaformal, substantia-
ted complaintisfiled,and it
isfoundtobetrue, the Chief
Minister willundoubtedly
takefirmaction.

Regardingtherisein
prices, itisaconsequence of
the ‘Super EINifio’ pheno-
menon—atrend observed
globallyandinotherstates
aswell.

Nevertheless, the Chief
Ministerisactivelyimple-
mentingvariousmeasures
tobringthesituationin
Tamil Naduunder control,”

hesaid.

InThlruvaIIurdlstrlct pohce seizedRs. 501lakhin
‘hawala’ (illegal money transfer) cash being transported
inacarandarrested twoindividuals from Telangana.
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