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Leaders payfloral tributesto
BirsaMunda’s statuein Delhi

Tribal Pride Day celebrated November15

NEW DELHI: ‘Tribal
Pride Day’ (Janjatiya Ga-
urav Divas) is celebrated
across the countryevery
year on November 15, the
birthanniversary of Birsa
Munda.

In the Parliament co-
mplexin Delhi, President
Droupadi Murmu, Vice
President C.P. Radhakris-
hnan, and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi paid flo-
ral tributes to his statue.
Inapostonsocial media
marking the occasion, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
stated: “On the birthann-
iversary of Birsa Munda, I
offer my tributes to himon
behalfofthe entire nation.

Iextend mybest wishesto
everyone on thissignificant
day, ‘Tribal Pride Day’. The

courage, struggle, and sacri-
fice of Birsa Munda continue
toinspire every generation
in this country to uphold
self&respect, freedom, and
the protection of rights.”
“Drawinginspiration from
him, our governmentiswo-
rking tirelessly to ensure the
dignityand prosperity of our
tribal brothersand sisters.

Letusall come togeth-

ertohonortheinvaluable
contribution made by the
tribal community toward
nation&building,” the Pr-
ime Minister added.

Tributes!

Athisresidencein Delhi,
Vice President C.P. Radhak-
rishnan paid floral tributes
toaportraitof Birsa Munda
ontheoccasion ofhisbirth
anniversary.

CMVijaytovisit Delhitomorrow; to attend
the launch of Sonia Gandhi’s book

CHENNALI:Reports
indicate that ChiefMin-
ister Vijay will travel to
Delhitomorrow (Nov
16) toattend thelaunch
eventof Sonia Gandhi’s
autobiography.

Thelifeexperiences

of senior Congresslea- [

der Sonia Gandhihave
been compiled intoan
autobiographytitled ‘Belon-
ging: AJourneyofLove’ The
book was released for sale
acrossIndiaonNovember 10.

Thelauncheventisscheduled
totake placetomorrow (Nov
16) atahotelin Delhi. Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge,
alongwithseniorleadersRa-

hul Gandhi
and Priyanka
Gandbhi, are
expectedto
attend. Itis
reportedthat
Chief Minis-
ter Vijaywill
alsobeprese-
ntattheevent
andissetto
travel to Delhitomorrow for
thispurpose. Itisundersto-
odthatheisattendingatthe
invitation of Rahul Gandhi.

Furthermore, sourcesfrom
the Secretariatsuggestthatthe
Chief Ministeralso plansto
meet Prime Minister Narendra
Modionthesamedaytodisc-
ussthe Mekedatudamissue.
Duringthis meeting, Chief
Minister Vijayisexpectedto
urge the Prime Minister to
interveneto stop Karnataka’s
effortsto constructadamat
Mekedatuandtoensurethat
the Central governmentdo-
esnotgrantapproval for the
project.

"CMVIAY mustraise theissue of D.K. Shivakumar’s
remarks with the Congress leadership” - Palaniswami

CHENNAI: ATADMK
GeneralSecretaryEdappadiK.
Palaniswamihasurged Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin—who
leadsagovernmentsupported
bythe Congress—totakeup
acritical matter with thetop
leadership of the All India
Congress Committee (Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi,and
Mallikarjun Kharge) during
hisupcomingvisit to Delhi.
Palaniswamihasrequested that
the Chief Minister highlight
thepublicstatements made
by theKarnataka Congress
leader (D.K. Shivakumar)
thataredetrimental to Tamil
Nadu’sinterests.

Hefurtherurged the Chief
Ministertopresstheleadership
toensure compliancewith the
Supreme Courtsverdictand
thedirectivesissued by the
Cauvery Water Management
Authorityregardingtherelease
of waterintothe CauveryRiver.
InapostsharedonhisX (for-
merly Twitter) account, Pala-
niswaminoted that Karnataka
Deputy Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumarhad stated, “No
one’spermissionisrequiredto
constructadamatMekedatu”

“Itis Karnataka’s right”
—thisiswhathe continuesto
stateatgovernment functions
andinthepublicsphere.Itis
highly condemnable fora
ChiefMinister tomakesuch
remarks, whichserveonlyto
sowdiscordbetweenthepeople
of TamilNaduand Karnataka.
Duringthe ATADMK stenures,

the TamilNadugovernment
waged severallegalbattlesin
the Supreme Courttoupho-
ld the state’srights over the
Cauvery River. Followinga
thoroughhearingofall parties,
the Supreme Courtdelivered
itsfinalverdictonthe Cauvery
dispute. Consequently, the —
Cauvery Water Management
Authorityandthe Cauvery
Water Regulation Commit-
teewereestablished,and the
specificmonthly quantum
ofwatertobereleasedbythe
Karnatakagovernmentto
TamilNaduwas mandated.

o The Supreme Court’s
observationfrom November
1991—that “inter&stateri- |
versarenationalassets,and
nosinglestate can claim excl-
usiverightsoverthem”—has
beenreaffirmedinthisverdict.
« Afterfully considering the
arguments presented byall
thestates, the Supreme Court
issuedaclearruling: upstre-
am statesmustnotundertake
any construction projects
withoutthe consent of the
downstream states. The Co-
ngress&led governmentin
Karnatakaneither respects
the Supreme Court’sverdict
norimplementsthedirectives
ofthe Cauvery Water Mana-
gement Authority, whichhas
repeatedly ordered therelease
of TamilNadu’srightful share
ofwaterover the pastsixmon-
ths. Yet, the Chief Minister of
Karnatakahasrecentlybeen
speakingin public—posing

assomeonewhorespectsthe
law—byclaimingthatadam
atMekedatuis “necessary” to
facilitatetherelease of water to
TamilNaduinaccordancewith
the Supreme Court’sorders.
Atpresent,thewaterreaching
theMettur Dam consists solely

of surplus floodwater—w-
hich flows down only after
Karnataka’sown reservoirs

are completely filled—and
rainwater thatfallsbeyond
the catchmentareas of Kar-
nataka’sdams, in theregion
between the two states.
TheKarnatakagovernment
doesnotreleasethemandated
monthly shareof water from
itsreservoirsto Tamil Nadu
asper the Supreme Court’s
directive. Furthermore, the
rainwater and floodwater
currentlyreachingthe Mettur
Dam... The ChiefMinister of
Karnataka—whobelongsto
the Congress party—hasbeen
consistentlyadvocatingfor the
constructionofadamacross
the Cauveryat Mekedatu, oste-
nsiblyto “retainsurpluswater.”

The Cauvery Riverisvital for
theagricultural activities of
farmersintheDeltadistricts
andservesasaprimarysource
ofdrinking waterfor20other
districts.
Sincethecurrentgover-
nment (led by the DMK&C-
ongressalliance) assumed
power, ithasfailedtoeffec-
tively secure Tamil Nadu’s
rightful share of Cauvery
water; consequently,both
the*Kuruvai* (short&term)
and*Samba* (long&term)
cultivation seasons have
| beenseverelyimpacted this
year.Ifadamisconstruct-
edat Mekedatu, the Delta
districtsriskturningintoa
desert,and thedrinkingwa-
ter supplyfor 20 districts will
beplacedinseriousjeopardy.
EdappadiK. Palaniswami
hasurged thatthe ChiefMi-
nister of TamilNadu—who
leadsthe DMK&Congress
coalition government—sh-
ould, duringhisvisitto Delhi
tomorrow, raise theissue with
senior All&India Congress
leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi,and Mallikarjun Kh-
arge. Hehascalled for themto
addresstheKarnataka Chief
Minister’spublicstatements
madeagainst TamilNadu,and
toexertpressuretoensureco-
mpliance with the Supreme
Court’sverdictaswellasthe
directivesissued periodically
bythe Cauvery Water Mana-
gement Authorityregarding
thereleaseof water.

Inapost, heno-
ted, “Birsa Munda
fought for therights,
dignity,and identity
of tribal people. I
alsohonortheinva- °
luable contributions
made by the tribal |
community to Indi-
asfreedomsstruggle
andthe building of
thenation.”

Devotees Observe Thandu Viratham' at Palani
Murugan Temple Ahead of Soorasamharam

“Thirukalyanam’ to Take Place Toorrow

DINDIGUL: Asakeyevent
oftheKanda Sashtifestival,
the ‘Soorasamharam’ (the
ritual slaying of the demon
Soorapadman)issettotake
placethiseveningatthePalani
Murugan Temple.

In preparation for this,
alargenumber of devotees
observed a ‘Thandu Vir-
atham’ (a specific form of
fastingandritual offering).
TheKanda Sashti festivalat
the Palani Dhandayuthapani
Swamy Temple,locatedinthe
Dindiguldistrict,commenced
onNovember 10th with the
‘KaappuKattuthal’ (tyingof
thesacred thread) ceremony.

Thehighlightofthe festi-
val, the Soorasamharam, will
beheld thisevening (Sunday,
November 15th)acrossthefour
‘Giri Veedhis’ (circumambu-
lation pathsaround thehill).
Inobservance ofthis, thetem-
pledoorswereopenedat4:00
AM today for ‘Viswaroopa
Dharisanam, followed by
‘VilaPooja’ and the offering
of ‘Naivedyam’ (sacredfood

offerings) at4:30 AM. |
Duetothe Soorasamh- |
aram,devoteeswillonly
bepermittedtoascendthe -
hilltempleuntil 11:00 AM
today. Devoteeswhohave
beenobservingtheKanda
Sashtifastgatheredatthe
Thiruavinankudi Temple
thismorningto perform |
the “Thandu Viratham.
Aspartofthisritual, they
prepared offerings—consis-
tingofbananastems, ginger,
variousfruits (suchasapples,
oranges, and grapes), and
curd—topresenttothedeity,
thereby concludingtheir fast.
Withthe Soorasamharam
coincidingwith theweekend,
devoteesfromotherdistricts
andstatescontinuetoarrivein
Palani. At3:00 PM today, atthe
hilltemple, the deity Chinna
Kumara Swamy willreceive
the “Vel’ (sacred spear) from
the goddess Malaikozhundu
Amman,aritual thatprecedes
theslaying ofthe demon So-
orapadman. Following this,
allthe temple sanctums will

Afterthe*Vel* (spear) of
GoddessParasakthiistaken
tothe Murugan Temple at
Thiruaavinankudifor*po-
oja* (worshiprituals), Lord
Chinnakumara Swamy will
proceedtovanquishthe*asu-
ras* (demons): Tharagasuran
onthenorthern*giriveethi*
(circumambulation path),
Bhanugopan ontheeastern
path, Singamugasuranonthe
southernpath,and Surapad-
manonthewestern path—all
taking placeafter 6:00 PM.
Oncethe*Soorasamharam*
(theslayingofthe *asuras*)
concludes,avictory celebr-
ation (*vetrivizha*) willbe

heldatthe Arlyar Mandapam
after 9:00 PM. Subsequently,
uponthedeity’sreturntothe
hilltop temple, *samproksh-
anam”* (consecrationrituals)
and*arthajamapooja* (the
final nightly worshipritual)
willbeperformed. Tomorr-
ow (November 16),after9:30
AM, the*Thirukalyanam*
(divine wedding) for Lord
Shanmukha—accompanied
by Valliand Devasena—will
takeplaceatthehilltoptemple;
meanwhile,atthe Periyanayaki
Amman Temple, the *Thiru-
kalyanam* for Muthukumara
Swamy—alsowith Valliand
Devasena—willbe conducted
after7:00 PM.

CanadaPledges CAD 560 Million for Brazil

led Forest Conservation at ASEAN Summi
I—LJ

MANILA: Manila, Philip-
pines: Canadahasannounced
aninitial contribution ofup
to CAD 560 million over four
yearsto the Tropical Forest
Forever Facility (TFFF),
asignificantstep towards
global environmental pr-
otection. Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney made
thepledgeduringabilateral
meeting with Brazilian Pr-
esident LuizIndcio Lulada
Silvaonthesidelinesofthe
ASEAN Summitin Manila.

The TFFF, co&led by

Braziland Norway, aimsto [

raise USD 35billion fromsp-
onsoring governmentsand
organizations. Thisfunding
isexpectedtoleverageupto
USD 140billion in private
investment, withnetreturns

paymentsacross more than

billion hectares of tropical

payments specificallyallo-
cated toIndigenous Peoples
andlocal communities.
This Canadian commitm-
entispartofabroaderplanto
provideover USD 13 billion
inclimate&related supportto
developingnationsby2031.
PresidentLuladaSilva, reflec-
tingonhisparticipationatthe
ASEAN Summit,emphasized
theneed for strengthening
cooperationandadopting
multilateralism to navigate
afuture of sustainabledeve-
lopmentandreducedinequ-
alities. Hehighlighted shared
convictionsbetween ASEAN
and Brazil for a multipolar
world conducive to peace
and prosperity, especiallyas
citizens ofthe Global South
face challenges from unfair

directly supportingperfor- 70 countries. Theinitiati- forestannually, withatleast tariffs, rising energy costs,
mance&based conservation Veseekstoprotectoverone 20percentofconservation ,ndclimate change.
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Today horoscope

‘ You will fulfill the wishes of your family mem-
1 bers. There willbean inflow of money. You will
take pride in your children. You may attempt to
renovate or expand your ancestralhome. You will
undertakebusiness-related travel to other towns.

Alivelyatmosphere will prevailathome
Youwillfindjoy through your children. You wil

‘)
reconnectwithold friendsbyattending functions{id .
attheirhomes. A compromise maybereached -
regarding property-related disputes. Outstanding

paymentsinyourbusiness willberecovered.

As‘Chandrashtama’ (a period when the Moon transits the
elghth house from yoursign) isin effect, try tobeaccommo-
= -:a\ dating and flexible with your family members.

. You may experience physical fatigue or
mentalstress. Your vehicle mightrequire
repairs.

Long-cherished dreams will come true. You will find
happiness through your children and gain benefits from
your relatives. You may purchase expensive electronic or
electrical appliances. Business will be stable
and peaceful. By employing clever strategies,
youwillbeable toattract former clientsback.

Thesituation where you were sidelined orignored by

relatives will change; they willnowseek you out to talk. You will
fulfillyour prayersand obligations to your

family deity. Inbusiness, outstanding dues willbe

recovered. Itisadvisable to considerandact
uponthesuggestions of your business partners.

Youwillreceive enough fundsto settlelong-standing
debtsthatyouwere previously unable to pay
off. Youwill fulfill your spouse’s wishes. Be
careful notto fall out with relatives or friends.
Inbusiness, youwillrecover pending pay
ments,and your partners will offer their
support.

Theunderlying tensionbetween youand your spouse

will dissipate. Youwill makessignificantdecisionsregarding
the future. Expected payments willarrive.In

m terms ofbusiness, youwill have the opportunity
(I 1 tomeet prominentindividuals. Travels will
provetobe profitable.

Youwillfindjoyinreminiscingabout pleasant past experi-
ences. Egoclashes willberesolved, leadingto greater closeness

betweenyouandyourspouse. Youmayincur P
expensesrelated to the maintenance of your | 2 3
home orvehicle. Itis wise to giveimportance to @
the opinionsof yourbusiness partners.
Auspiciousevents thathavebeen delayed foralongtime
willnow come to fruition. Your children willopen up and
e speaktheir mindsto you.. Inbusiness, you will
/Y r?‘h\) receivesupportfrom your employees; however,

avoid falling out with your business partners.
Youmayalsoattaina position ofhonor.

Tasksthathavebeen pendingforalongtimewill
be completed today. Differences of opinion with
your father willberesolved. Youmay experiencean
increaseinwell-intentioned but perhapsintrusive
attention from neighbors. Youmightplanavisitto
sacred places with your family.

Youwillattempt to resolve certain problems

), through fresh, innovative thinking. Youwill take
theleadinorganizing functionsoreventsatthe
homesofyour friends. Inbusiness, you might
considerrelocating your shop or establishment.
Outstanding old dues or paymentswillberecovered.

The confusion or discord that existed within the familywill
dissipate. Youwillreceive supportfrom your
siblings. Allyour expectations willbe met,and
your reputationinyoursocial circle will rise.
Thoseinvolvedinjointventuresor partnerships
willsee good proﬁts

ThePresidentofIndia, Smt. Drbupadi Murmu pays
floraltributes atthe statue of Bhagwan BirsaMundaon
hisbirthanniversary atParliamentHouse, in New Delhi

Cyclone Warning Signal
No.1Hoistedat9 Ports

CHENNAI: A
deep depression ov-
erthe Bay of Bengal
hasintensified into
& adepression. Met-
eorologist Hemac-
handar has stated
thatitislikelytostr-
engthenintoacyclo-
nic storm named Akwan’ within the next 36 hours.
Thesystemis expected to move in a northénorthwesterly
direction over the next 24-36 hours, subsequently positio-
ningitselfover the southwest Bay of Bengal on November
16and 17.Itis projected to make landfall between Ennore
and Cuddalore on the night of November 19 or the early
hours of November 20. Consequently, heavy rainfall is an-
ticipated alongthe coastal regions of North Tamil Nadu.
Inlight of this, Cyclone Warning Signal No. 1 has been hoisted
atnineports:

Chennai, Ennore, Kattupalli, Cuddalore, Nagapattinam,
Pamban, Thoothukudi, Puducherry, and Karaikal. Further-
more, fishermen have been advisednot to ventureouttosea.
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US Rejects ‘Quad Faltering’ Claims,
Conflrms Leaders SummitinManila

USA: The US State Depa-
rtmenthasstronglyrefuteda
recentmediareportsuggesting
the Quadalliance (US,India,
Australia, Japan) isweaken-
ingunder President Donald
Trump’sadministration.

AssistantSecretaryof State
Dylan]Johnsoncalled thereport
‘ridiculous, highlighting five
meetingsbetween Secretary
Rubioand Quadforeign min-
istersintwoyears, with three
inthelastsixmonthsalone.

‘" Johnsonalso confirmed

ongoingeffortstoformalize
aQuadLeaders Summit
attheupcoming ASEAN
meetingsin Manila.
Prime Minister Nare-
ndraModiissettoattend
the ASEAN and East Asia
Summitin Manilafrom
November 16&18. While
officials have not confir-
medabilateral meeting
between PM Modiand
President Trump, nora
= dedicated Quadleaders’
gathering, USSecretaryof
State Marco Rubio previously
stated that Quad nationshad
agreedtoholdasummitin
Manilato deliver ‘concrete
actions.
Thispotential meeting

would mark thefirstintera-
ctionbetween PM Modiand
President Trump since the
USmidterm electionsand
amidstongoingdiscussions
foranIndia&UStradedeal.
TheManilasummitwillhost
atleast 19]leaders, including
Chinese Premier Li Qiang
and UN Secretary&General
Anténio Guterres.
Indiasdiplomaticfocus
at ASEANalsoincludesre-
viewingthe ASEAN&India
Tradein Goods Agreement
and upholdinginternation-
almaritimelawin the South
ChinaSea. The Philippines,a
keypartner, recentlyacquired
BrahMosmissiles from India
andislookingtoexpandits
defenceprocurement.

Study tobe conducted by privatefirmstostreamline ‘darshan’
processesinmajor temples across TN: Minister Ramesh

THOOTHUKUDI:
Minister for HinduReligi-
ousand Charitable Endo-
wments, P.K. Sekar Babu
(referred tohereas Mini-
ster Ramesh),announced
thatprivate firmswillbe
engagedtoconductastudy
aimedatstreamliningthe
‘darshan’ queuesin major
temples.
Speakingtoreportersafter
reviewingthearrangem-
entsfor the ‘Kanda Sashti’
festivalatthe Tiruchendur
Murugan Temple, the Min-
ister stated thatthe temple
witnessesahigh footfall of
devoteesevenonordinary

days, with thenumber
reachingintothehundr-
edsofthousandsduring
festival periods.
Henotedthatnine
‘poojas’ (rituals) are perf-

ormeddailyatthetemple, s

andforeachritual, the
sanctumsanctorumis
closed (bydrawingacur-
tain) for 15to 20 minutes,
whichleadstolong waiting
times for devotees.
Headded thatinstru-
ctionshavebeenissuedto
waivetheRs. 100 entryfee
duringthe Kanda Sashti
festival,ameasureintended
tohelpmovethe ‘darshan’

queues moreefficiently.
The Minister further stated
thatdiscussionsareunder-
waytoengage privatefirms
toconductastudyonhow
tobetter organizeand expe-
ditethe ‘darshan’ queuesin
major temples throughout
TamilNadu.

Inthisprocess,anass-
essmentwillbeconducted
todeterminetheappropri-
atequeuesandtheestima-
ted timerequired forvario-
uscategories of devotees—
includingthose opting for

= 1 general or paiddarshan, as

wellas personswith disabi-

lities, children, theelderly,

and pregnantwomen.
Oncethereportfromthis
assessmentisreceived,a
structured queuing system
willbeimplemented. This
willhelp preventdevotees
inthegeneraldarshanline
fromhavingtowaitforlong
periods. Hestated this.

Success rate of government school students securing
MBBS seats in theirfirst attempt dropsto 5%

Anbumamurgesarev1ewofthe NEET examination

CHENNAI: PMK
leader Anbumanihas
stated that the success
rateofgovernmentschool
studentsin Tamil Nadu
securing MBBSseatsin
their firstattempt has
fallento 5 percent.Ina
statementreleased regar-
dingthis,itisnoted: “For
the2025-26 academic
year in Tamil Nadu, outof 650
studentsfromgovernmentsc-
hoolswhosoughtadmission
tomedical coursesunderthe
7.5% reservation quota, only
33(5%) succeeded on their
firstattempt.

Amongtheremaining

617students,235succeeded
ontheirsecondattempt, 283
ontheirthird, 91 on their fo-
urth,and otherssucceeded
afterevenmoreattempts. The
successrateforgovernment
schoolstudentsontheir first
attempt—whichstoodatover
50% fiveyearsago—hasnow

plummetedto 5%.Sim-
ilarly,amongthe 8,053
studentsadmitted under
thegeneral government
quota,only20% (1,613
students) succeeded
on their first attempt;
likewise, only30% (768
students) of the 2,570
studentsadmitted under
the private college man-
agementquotasucceededon
their firstattempt.
Asstudentsareeffectively
compelledtotakethe NEET
examinationanaverageofthree
times, thosewhoshould have
entered medical collegeatthe
ageof17areinstead gaining

admissiononlybetweenthe
agesof20and22...concludes.
Meanwhile, deemed unive-
rsitieshaveincreased their
annualfeestoasmuchasRs.
29 lakh, with the total cost
reachingRs. 1.58 crore.

Therefore, to make me-
dical educationaccessible
toeveryone, thecentraland
stategovernments must work
together tostudy theimpactof
the NEET examination—with
theaimofabolishingit—and
take stepstoreduce medical
educationfeessothattheyare
affordable for the poorand
middleclass. Thisiswhathe
hasurged.

Lorry Accidentin Dindigul: 25,000 Liters

of Hydroch

DINDIGUL: A majorin-
cidentoccurredinDindigul
whenalorrytransporting
hydrochloricacidmetwithan
accident, resultinginaspill of
25,000liters of the chemical
ontotheroad.

Thelorry, carryingthe
hazardous chemical hydr-
ochloricacid, wasinvolved
inanunexpected accident.
Approximately25,000litersof
theacidleaked from thevehi-
cleontotheroadway, causing

significantalarminthearea.
Due to the toxic nature of
hydrochloricacid, exposure
canleadtosymptomssuchas
ascratchyorraspythroat,eye
irritation, and skinirritation.
Consequently, safety preca-
utions wereimplementedin
thevicinity.Uponreceiving
theinformation, the Dindi-
gulFireand Rescue Services
teamarrived promptlyatthe
scene. Theyworked toneu-
tralizetheacidby dousingit

withlarge quantities of water
andtook measuresto preve-
ntitfromspreadingfurther.
Meanwhile, thedamagedlo-
rryhasbeensecuredandkept

oric Acid Spills onto the Road

atthesiteasaprecautionary
measure. Efforts to contain
theacidspilland ensure sa-
fetyintheareaare currently
underway.

Attackon CRPF Camp: Over 500 Questioned

KULGAM: ACRPF
checkpoint, mannedbythe
46th Battalion, islocated
inKulgam, Jammuand
Kashmir.

OnNovember11, mi-
litants openedfire onthis
post,leavingthree CRPF

personnelinjured. Theyare
currentlyundergoinginte-

nsivemedical treatment.
Meanwhile, security of-
ficialsareconductinga
rigorousinvestigationinto
the militantattack.
Theprobeisfocused
ontheLashkar&e&Taiba
(LeT) outfit,ledbyalocal
individualnamed Abdul
Latiefand two Pakistani

militants. Investigators
believetheattackwasnota
spontaneousact; the mili-
tantshadscouted thearea
beforehand.
Reportsalsosuggestth-
atlocalresidentsprovided
sheltertotheattackersand
assistedintheirescape.
Consequently,inaneffort

touncoverthelocal suppo-
rtnetwork, securityforces
have questioned more than
500 peopleoverthepast
twodays.
Whilemosthavebeen
released following questio-
ning,20individualsremain
in custodyfor further, in&-
depthinterrogation.
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Humanity Must Guide
Online Cr|t_|C|sm

Ff V

Socialmediahas given people an unpre-
cedented opportunity to express opinions,
guestion claims and demand accountab-
ility. Yet the way these platforms are
used raises a troubling question: arewe
exercising that freedomwith responsib-
ility and humanity? Disagreeingwith an
argument and humiTliating the person who
makes it are very different acts.

The reported death of Harish, a young
creator who shared financial content
online, is deeply saddening. Itwouldbe
irresponsible todraw conclusions about
the circumstances of his deathwithout
verifiedinformation. Personal tragedy
must never become material for speculat-
ion. Itshould, however, prompt a serious
discussion about online harassment and
the responsibilities of thosewho part-
icipateinpublicdebate.

Peoplewho offer advice publicly must
expect scrutiny. Thisisparticularly
important when their statements may in-
fluence howothers spend or invest th-
eir savings. Qualifications, reliable
evidence and clear explanations of risk
matter. MisTleading claims must be chal-
Tlenged, errors corrected and suspected
wrongdoing reported to the appropriate
authorities.

None of these obTigations justifies
abuse. Insults, threats and attacks on
family members do 1ittle to establish
facts or protect the public. They can
instead turn a Tegitimate demand for
answers into a campaign of humiliation.
Responsible criticismidentifies the
disputed claim, presents evidence and
gives the person concerned an opportun-
ity to respond.

Wemust also reconsider the importance
we attach toonline popularity. Follower
counts and applause reveal Tittle about a
person’s private circumstances. Someone
who appears confident on screen may be
dealingwithuncertainty, exhaustionor
personal difficulties. The expectation
that public figures must always appear
successful Teaves 1ittle room for ordi-
nary human vulnerability.

FamiTlies, schools andworkplaces have
aroleinchanging this culture. People
facing distress should be able to speak
without fearing ridiculeor blame. Li-
stening patiently, offering practical
support and encouraging access toquali-
fied professional help canmake it easier
for someone to seek assistance. Asking
for help deserves respect.Social media
companies must accept their share of re-
sponsibiTlity. Reporting systems should
be easy touse, and complaints involving
threats, exposure of private information
and coordinated harassment should rec-
eive prompt attention. Clear rules are
meaningful only when they are enforced
consistently and transparently.Public
accountability and compassion belong
together. We can question advice firmly,
investigatewrongdoing thoroughly and
insistoncorrectionswhile respecting
human dignity. Indeed, a debate ground-
ed inevidence is stronger when personal
abuseis keptoutofit.

Before posting a comment or joininga
wave of condemnation, each of us should
consider what our words contribute. Do
they clarify anissue, challengea fals-
ehood or seek an explanation? Every scr-
een conhnects us to another human being.
That awareness should guide the words
we choose.

Ed1itor Madurai Many’

Atotalof 78 tonnes ofwaste was removed durmg
anintensive cleaningdrive carried outby the municipal
corporationyesterdayinthe TamilNadu Urban Habitat
DevelopmentBoard (TNUHDB)housing settlements
inChennai.
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Hockey Fmal Match Between
Medical College Students

MADURALI: State-level
team sports competitionsfor
medical college studentswere
heldin Trichy.Inthehockey
final, theteam from Madurai
GovernmentMedical College
defeated the team from the
Pondicherry Institute of
Medical Sciences (PIMS)
withascoreof3-1.Subash,
Raveen, and Vishal scored

thegoals.
Assistant Profes-
sor Thangadurai was

named the best player.
Inthevolleyball tournament,
whichfeatured 25 teams, the
Madurai Government Medical
College team defeated the
Dharmapuri Government
Medical College team 2-0
inthe quarter-finals. They

wenton tobeatRajaMuthiah
Medical College (Cuddalore)
2-0inthesemi-finalsand
Pudukkottai Government
Medical College2-0inthe
finaltoclinch thetrophy.

Kabilanwasnamedthebest
player. Dean Arul Sundaresh
Kumarand Vice-Principal
Mallika congratulated the
team.

Australia, Philippines Boost Defence
Ties with New Pact atASEAN Summlt

AUSTRALIA: Australia
and the Philippineshave for-
malizedasignificant Defence
Cooperation Agreement
(DCA)onthesidelinesofthe

ASEAN Summitin Manila, | -
52

strategicalignmentand &

aimingto strengthen their

enhanceregional security.

Australian Prime Mi- |

nister Anthony Albanese
highlighted the pact’sim-
portance, emphasizing
stronger tieswithneighbors |
for Australia’s safety.

Theagreement, signed &

by Philippine Defence Sec-

retary Gilberto TeodoroJr.
and Australian Ambassador
MarcInnes&Brown, focus-
esonstreamlining military
coordination, improving
interoperability, and ac-
celerating humanitarian
responses during natural
disasters. Secretary Teodoro
noted thatthe DCA will cut
through bureaucraticred
tape,allowing Australian

forcestoproviderapidass-
istance without traditional
procedural delays.

Thismeansasingle proc-
essfor clearances, replacing
multiple permits, ensuring
immediateresponseduring
emergencies.

Beyond disaster relief,
the comprehensivearrang-
ementwill expand bilateral
collaboration in national
defence, military equipm-

entprocurement andjoint
exercises involving naval,
air,and ground units from
bothnations.

This high&profile sig-
ning, witnessed by Prime
Minister Albanese during
hisvisit,underscoresashared
commitmentbyManilaand
Canberratodeependefence
tiesand ensureenduringregi-
onalstabilityamidstevolving
geopoliticaldynamics.

SpaceXachievesmilestone by successfully
landing Starship spacecraftback on Earth

WASHINGTON:
SpaceX has achieved
asignificant milesto-
nebysuccessfullylan-
ding its Starship spa-
cecraftback on Earth.
SpaceX,aprivate Amer-
icanaerospace company
owned by the world’s
wealthiestindividual,
Elon Musk, regularlyla-
unchesvarioussatellites
intospace.

The company is also
actively testing reusab-
lerockets and spacecraft.
Onthe 14th, the Starship 15
spacecraftwaslaunched from
SpaceX’s ‘Starbase’ facility in
Texas. Propelledbya ‘Super
Heavy’ boosterrocket, the
spacecraftcarried 26 next&ge-
neration Starlink V3 satellites.
After deploying the spa-
cecraftinto Earth’s orbit,
SpaceXattempted toland
the Super Heavybooster
backon Earth;however, that
attempt was unsuccessful.
Meanwhile, the satellites
onboard were successfully
deployedintotheirintended
Earth orbits. Following this,
the Starship 15 spacecraftor-
bited the Earth 14 times over
aperiod ofapproximately 22
hours. Subsequently,amission
plan wasexecuted tobring

the Starship 15 spacecraft
backtoEarth,leadingtoits
successfulreturn.

Atthe Starbase facilityin
Texas, SpaceX successfully
executedanattempttolanda
spacecraftusing the ‘chops-
tick' mechanicalarmsofthe
launch tower. The Starship
spacecraft, returning from
Earth’s orbit, was caught

andlanded successfullyby
themechanicalarmsonthe
launch tower. This marksthe
firsttime a spacecraft that
traveled into Earth’s orbit
hasreturned andlanded
successfullyin thismanner.
Thisachievementisseenasa
major milestonein SpaceX’s
effortsto develop reusable
spacecraft.

NearDindigul, 17 goats d|ed after beingattacked
by 5stray dogsthatentered agoatshed—anincident
thathas causedshockinthe area. Morethan 5other
goatshavealsosustainedinjuries.
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Kanda Sashti Festival: 'Soorasamharam’ to take
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place today at the Tiruchendur Murugan Temple

TIRUCHENTUR: The
‘Soorasamharam’—theritual
enactmentofLord Murugan
defeating the demon Soor-
apadman—will take place
today (Sunday)aspartofthe
Kanda Sashti festival at the
Tiruchendur Subramania
Swamy Temple. Due to the
largeinflux of devotees, he-
avypolicesecurityhasbeen
deployedinthearea.

Amongthesixsacredabod-
es (*Arupadai Veedu*) of Lord
Murugan, the Tiruchendur
SubramaniaSwamy Temple
holdsthe Kanda Sashtifestival
asoneofits mostsignificant
annualevents. Thisyear, the
festival commenced on the
10thwith*Yagasalai* rituals.

Alargenumber of de-
votees have been staying
within thetemple premises,
observingafast (*vratham*)
throughoutthefestivalperiod.
Each day, the temple doors
openedintheearlyhours,
followed by various*poojas*
and special *abhishekams*
(consecrationrituals).Inthe
evenings, Lord Jayanthinathar,

accompanied byhisconsorts
Valliand Deivanai, was taken
inaprocessionaround the
temple corridors (*giripraka-
ram*)onanornate
golden chariotto
blessthe devote-
es. The highlight
ofthe festival, the
*Soorasamharam?,
takes placetoday f
(Sunday).
Inpreparation
forthis, thetemple
doorsopened at g
1:00 AM, followed
by *Viswaroopa
Deeparadhana*at
1:30 AM, *Udaya Marthanda
Abhishekam*at2:00 AM,
*Uchikala Abhishekam* at
9:00 AM, and *Sayaratchai
Deeparadhana*at 1:00 PM.
At4:00 PM, Lord Jayanth-
inathar will set out for the
*Soorasamharam*. Subs-
equently, on theseashore,
theritual enactment of Lord
Jayanthinatharvanquishing
thedemon Soorapadman will
take place. Following this, the
deitieswillbeadorned,anda

*Deeparadhana* (offering of
lamps) willbe performedin
the*Santhosha Mandapam*.

Followingthis, Lord Jaya-

nthinathar,accompanied by
Valliand Deivanai, proceeds
inaprocessionalongthe
*giri&prakaram* (circu-
mambulatory path) before
returningtothetemple, where
a*chaya&abhishekam* (a
ritual offering) is performed.
Devoteesfromboththelocal
areaand distant placeshave
gathered atthe templefor the
festival.
Manyarestayingintem-
poraryshelterssetup within

the temple premises, obser-
vingfasts, singing devotional
songs,and worshipping Lord
Murugan. Some devotees

N
¥

havealsoarrived dressedin
theguises of various deities.

Theentiretemple complex
hasbeendecorated with color-
fullightsand flowers, creating
avibrant, festiveatmosphere.
To ensure the safety of the
devoteesarrivingtowitness
the*Soorasamharam* (the
slaying ofthedemon Soorap-
adman),barricadeshavebeen
installed along theseashore.

Additionally,surveillance
towershavebeensetup, from

which policepersonnelare
monitoringthearea.

For thefestival, approxi-
mately 4,100 police officers,
under theleadership of
District Superintende-
ntofPolice Sivaprasad,
havebeen deployed for
“ security. Tightsecurity
.+ arrangementsareinplace
+  throughoutthetemple
& | complexandalongthe
% beach.
Floatingbarriersha-
vealsobeen positioned
to prevent devotees fr-
_- omventuringinto the
deeper partsofthe sea.
Ontheseventhdayofthe fest-
ival—tomorrow, Monday—at
11:00PM, the*Thirukalyan-
am* (divinewedding) of Lord
Kumaravidanga Peruman
and Goddess Deivanai will
takeplace.

Thefestivalarrangeme-
ntsarebeingoverseenbythe
TempleBoard of Trustees Ch-
airman Arul Murugan, Joint
Commissioner Arunachalam,
alongwiththeothertrustees
andtemplesstaff.

After Cancer Recovery, Kate Middleton Joins Prince
William on Indla Visit; Earthshot Prize in Mumbai

MUMBALI: Princess Kate

Middleton, aftersuccessfully § e

recoveringfromecancer,isset &

toembarkonher firstjoint W&

overseas trip with Prince

William since2022.
Theroyal couplewill visit

Mumbaiforthe2026 Earthshot

Prizeawardsceremonyand |

otherengagements, marking
asignificantreturntointern-
ational dutiesforthe Princess.

Kensington Palace conf-

irmedthevisit, highlighting !

theEarthshot Prize ceremony
onNovember 17,2026, which
aimsto celebrate environm-
entalinnovation. Thistripis
particularlymeaningfulas
ifs Princess Kate’sfirst major
international engagementfol-
lowingher cancer diagnosisin

January2024andsubsequent
chemotherapy.
Sheannouncedherre-
missioninearly 2025 and
hasgradually resumedroyal
responsibilities.
Thevisitwillalsobe their
firstofficial overseastrip toge-

thersince2022andtheir
second toIndia, nearlya
decadeaftertheir2016
tour which included
Mumbai, New Delhi,
and the TajMahal. The
2026 Earthshot Prize
inMumbaiisexpected
tobethelargestedition
yet, drawing approxi-
mately 5,000attendees,
includinggloballeaders
andinnovators. India
was chosen for its te-
chnological prowess,
richbiodiversity,andyoung
population.

While environmental
solutionswillbe central, the
couplewillalsofocusonst-
rengtheningtheIndia&UK
relationship. Thisvisitunder-

scores Princess Kate'sgrowing
returnto publiclife, having
previouslyundertakenasolo
trip toItalyand hosted state

emphasizeherimportance
tothemonarchy, notingher
‘star quality’and ‘impeccable
forceforgood’assheresumes
amoreactiverole.

visits. Royal commentators

Tensofthousands ofdevotees have gathered atthe

ArulmiguAndavar Temple in Vadapalani, Chennai, for
‘Soorasamharam’—the pinnacle eventofthe Kanda
Sashtifestival. Since early thismorning (November
15), devotees have beenwaitinginlong queues to
offertheir prayerstoLord Murugan.

Jewelry Store Robbery Case: Arrested Individuals Remandedin
Judicial Custody Until the 29th; Lodged in Madural Central Prlson
Y e Y, &

MADURATI:Inthecase
involving therobberyofa
jewelry storein Madurai,
thearrested individuals—
Instagram personality Me-
enakshiand Suresh—have
beenremanded injudicial
custodyuntilNovember29.
A new showroom for Tan-
ishqJewellery wasrecently
openedintheNehruNagar
area,located alongthe Palan-
ganatham&Kalavasalbypass
roadin Madurai.

The store spans three
floors, with the gold jew-
elry section operatingon
the first floor, while the ot-
herfloorswere undergoing
preparations for diamond
andsilverjewelrydisplays.
Ontheearlymorningofthe
12th,amanbrokeinto the
storeand stoleapproximat-
ely 15kilogramsofgoldand
diamondjewelry,anincident
that causedamajor stir. Police
have estimated the value of
thestolenitemstobearound
I21crore.

Theperpetrator, whowas
entirely coveredinblackfabric
and woreamaskand gloves,
gainedaccessby climbingup
scaffoldingattherearofthe
building. Hethendescended
through the elevator shaft—
usingaropeintended for the
elevatorinstallation—tocarry
outthetheft, eventuallyesca-
pingbybreakingthroughan
iron&grilled window. These
actionswere captured onsu-

rveillance (CCTV) cameras.
Afterexiting thesstore, the
individualfled onascooter
viaMadakulam Road.
Itwasalsodiscovered that
thesamepersonhadentered
thestorearound midnighton

the5th, effectively conducting |

a“rehearsal” fortherobbery.
Furthermore, onthreesepar-
ateoccasionssincethestore’s
opening, hehadvisited the
premises—each timewear-
ingdifferentclothing,ahat,
and aface mask—to scout
thelocation, thoughhenever
purchased anyitems. Follow-
ingthis, suspicionfellupona
youngman. Hewasidentified
as25&year&old Nishanth—a
residentof Arutperumjothi
Streetin Palanganatham,
Madurai—whohad gained
popularityby posting ‘Ree-
Is’onInstagram. His father,
Suresh (50), worksasanaut-
o&rickshawdriver.
Thedaybeforeyesterday,
over 100 police officers con-
ductedasurprise, intensive
search oftheirhome,leaving
nostoneunturned. Uponle-
arningofthepolicearrival,
Nishanth switched offhis
mobile phone. Thefact that
hehadlefttown after thero-
bberyandhad notreturned
home further deepened the
police’ssuspicions.
Effortstolocatehimby
trackinghis mobile phone
signals proved unsuccessful.
Consequently, special poli-

ceteamsweredispatched to
locationsincluding Pollachi,
Tiruppur,and Chennai. Hav-
ingconfirmed thatNishanth
wasindeed theonewhohad
committedthejewelryrobbery,
thepolicelaunchedaseriesof
decisive operationsyesterday
morning. Theyinvestigated
whom Nishanthhad spoken
toonthephoneonthedayof
therobbery;itwasdiscovered
thathehad communicated
severaltimes with Meenakshi
(23),anotherInstagramper-
sonality from Madurai. The
policesubsequentlyconducted
adiscreetinquiryintoher. It
wasrevealed that Nishanth
and Meenakshihadbeenina

relationshipforseveralyears

and had even posted nume-
rous ‘Reels’ videos together.
Itwasalsolearned thathis
father, Suresh, worksasan
auto&rickshaw driver—the
familyownsthreesuchvehicles.

Furthermore, thepolice
uncovered that Suresh was
fullyaware thathisson had
committed therobbery,and
he was subsequently taken

¥ informthe police despitebe-
ingfullyaware of the major
robbery, and for colluding
toassistinthecrime.
Nishanth’sfather, Suresh,
wasalsoarrested. Thepolice

[ statedthat theyareclosingin

tothe pollce station. Byye—
sterday evening, the police
hadalsobegun questioning
Meenakshi. A shockingreve-
lationemerged: Nishanthhad
visited thehouse onthe dayof
therobberyanddisclosed that
hehad stashed 6 kilograms
ofgoldand diamond jewe-
Iry—partlyatthehouseand
partlyatalocationnearalocal
irrigation tank (*kanmai*).
Actingonthisinformation,
thepoliceconductedaswift
searchandrecovered the 6
kilogramsofjewelry. Meen-
akshiwastaken totheseloc-
ations,and therecoverywas

onNishanth—whoiscurren-
tlyabsconding—andexpect
toapprehendhimsoonand
recover theremainingjewelry.
Following theinvestigation,
Nishanth’sgirlfriend, Meen-
akshi,andhisfather, Suresh,
were taken to the Madurai
Government Hospital for
medical examinations.
Lastnight, they were pr-
oducedbefore the Madurai
Third Magistrate CourtJud-
ge,Sangeetha, who ordered
themtoberemandedinjud-
icial custody until the 29th.
Subsequently, Meenakshi
and Suresh werelodgedin
the Madurai Central Prison.

Atankerlorry carrying ethanol overturned in s'é-
lem.Theincidentcaused astiras40,000litres ofthe
substance began spillingontothe ground.
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TiruvannamalaiDee
Flag-Hoisting; ‘a

TIRUVANAMALAL
TheKarthigai Deepam fe-
stivalatthe Annamalaiyar

commenced earlythismo- -
rningwiththeceremonijal =

flag&hoisting. The ‘Maha

Deepam’ (the greatsacred 1?

lamp)isscheduled tobelit
onNovember24.

The 10&dayKarthigai
Deepam festivalatthe
world&renowned Anna-
malaiyar Templeishighly §
celebrated. Inkeeping with |
tradition, thisyear’sfestival
begantodaywiththeflag&-
hoisting ceremony.

Ahead ofthis, thete-
mpledoorswereopened
earlyyesterdaymorning,
andspecial *abhishekams*
(ritualbaths)and*ara-
dhanas* (prayers) were
performedforthedeities,
Annamalaiyarand Unna-
mulaiamman. Subseque-
ntly, the*Pancha Murthis*
(thefiveprincipal deities-
)—Vinayakar (Ganesha),
Murugar (with Valliand
Deivanai), Annamalaiyar
(with Unnamulaiamman),

Parasakthi Amman,and
Chandikeswarar—were
adornedbeautifullyand br-
oughttothegolden flagstaft
(*kodimaram*) nearthe
sanctum of Annamalaiyar,
accompanied bythesounds
oftraditional temple music.
At6:45 AM, amidstthe ch-
antingof Vedicmantrasby
the*Shivacharyas* (temple
priests), theflagwashois-
tedatop the 63&foot&tall
golden mast. Thousands of
devoteesgathered within
the temple complex, chan-
ting “Annamalaiyarukku
Arohara!” astheywitness-

Jeelryand cashworth

Rs.7.60crorehavebeen

seizedduringasurpriseraid conducted atthe resid-
ence of SanjeevKumar, anAssistantDirectorinthe
ForestDepartmentwho serves atthe SatpuraTiger
Reserveinthe Pachmarhiregion of MadhyaPradesh.

Infiltration by ‘Bawaria’ Gang Near
Mettur: Police Issue Warning to the Public

METTUR: The police
haveissuedanalertregarding
theinfiltration ofa ‘Bawaria’
gang—agroup from North
India—into the Kolathur
areanear Mettur.

The gang is believed
tohave entered the region
with theintent to commit
criminal acts and poach
wildlife in the forestareas.
Morethan 76,000 peopleresi-
deacross 14 village panchayats
inthe Kolathur union, near
Metturin Salemdistrict. The
Mettur forestrange, which
includesareaslike Balamalai
and PachaBalamalai,ishome
tovariouswildlife, including
leopards, deer, monkeys,and
elephants.

Thisregionalsosharesa
border with the state of Kar-
nataka. Policehavereceived
information thata ‘Bawaria’
gang from North Indiahas

infiltrated thearea, inten-
dingto engage in criminal
activitiesand the poaching
of wildlife. Consequently,
thepublicisurged to remain
highlyvigilant.
Residentsarereques-
ted toimmediately report
the presence or moveme-
ntofanyindividuals from
NorthIndia—oranyother
unfamiliar persons—in th-
eirvillages, farmhouses, or
areasadjacent to the forest.
Ifanysuspiciousindividuals
areseenroamingthe forest
areas—potentially with the
intentto poachwildlifesuch
astigersorleopards—the
police mustbe informed
immediately.
Thosewhorentouthom-
esor farm properties should
notallowoutsidersto stay
withoutfirstverifyingtheir
identity documents, suchas
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edthesacredevent.
Followingthe flag&hoist-
ing, the*Pancha Murthis*
weretakeninprocession
around thetemplestreets
(*madaveedhis*) onsilver
*vimanams* (palanquins/
chariots) yesterday morni-
ng, bestowingtheirblessin-
gsuponthedevotees.Inthe
evening, thedeitiesareset
tobemounted onvarious
*vahanas* (divine vehicl-
es)—includingthe*mus-
hikam* (mouse), *mayil*
(peacock), *adhikara
nandi*,*hamsam* (swan),
and*simham* (lion)—for
agrand procession through
thetemplestreets. Aspart
oftheten&day Deepam fe-
stival, the 6th day—falling
onthe20th—willfeaturea
processionofthe 63 Naya-
nmars (saints), followed by
asilver chariot procession
thatnight.

Onthe7thday, the21st,
thegrand chariot (Maha
Ratham) procession will
take place. Thehighlight
ofthefestival, the Deepam
itself, will occur on Nov-
ember 24th: the ‘Bharani

their Aadhaar cards.
There is no need
for the public to panic.
However, it is essential to
remain cautious.
Donotattempttoapproa-
chanysuspiciousindividuals
yourself;instead, report them
immediatelyby calling the
numbers provided below.
The Kolathur police have

fiélginwith
aDeepam'tobeLiton Nov 24
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thetemplesanctumat4:00
AM,andintheeveningat
6:00PM, the ‘MahaDeep-
am’ willbeignited atop the
2,668&foot&highhillloca-
tedbehind thetemple.
Itisexpected thatapprox-
imately5million (501akh)
devoteesfromacrossthe
countrywill participatein
the Deepam festival this
year.

Inpreparation, the
districtadministration has
made comprehensivearr-
angements. More than 500
police personnel weredepl-
oyedforsecurityduringthe
flag&hoisting ceremony.
Theflag&hoistingevent
wasattended by several dig-
nitaries, including District
Collector Vandana Garg,
District Superintendent of
PoliceR. Udhayakumar,
former Deputy Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly
Ku. Pichandi, Polur MLAR.
Abhishek, Temple Trustee
(Thakkar) U. Meenakshis-
undaram,and TempleJoint
Commissioner Bharanid-
haran.

stated that for assistance,
one may contact Kolathur
Police Inspector Manjun-
athanat99767&11161, the
Kolathur Police Station at
94981&00997, or police of-
ficer Manikandan

(Special Branch) at
90805&82107; for emerg-
ency help, please dial 100
orll12.

luxury vesselthatwas docked onthe MississippiRiver.
Thevessel capsized and sank; fortunately, everyone
onboardsurvived.
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Am|diverting investments meantfor Tamil Nadu to
AndhraPradesh? Chandrababu Naidu responds

CHENNAT: Atthe31stCII
Partnership Summitheld over
twodaysin Visakhapatnam,
AndhraPradesh, 109 Mem-
orandumsof Understanding
(MoUs) weresigned, attracting
investmentsworthoverRs.9
lakh crore. Itisestimated that
thesewill createmorethan2
lakhjob opportunities.

During the summit, a
reporter posedaquestionto
AndhraPradesh Chief Mi-
nister Chandrababu Naidu.
Thereporternoted that, over
the pasttwoweeks, therehave
beenreportssuggesting that
majorautomotiveandtech-
nology companiesbasedin
Tamil Nadu arelookingto

AndhraPradesh for their
expansionplans.
Thereporterasked,
“Doyoubelievethatpoliti-
calleadershipand political
commitment playacrucial
roleinretainingindustries
andinvestmentswithina
state? Furthermore, why
is AndhraPradesh perfo-
rmingbetterthan Tamil
Naduinattracting the ' /
expansion plansofthese
industrial firms?”
Inresponse, Chandrababu
Naidusaid: “Youalwayslook
for sensational topics, whereas
Ifocusonresults.
Thereisacertaindynamic
here—all states competewith

C

aboutcollaboratingwith
industrial corporations;
theyfeared beinglabeled
as ‘pro&rich.

"Youarealldiscussing
thecriticismsurrounding
thedecision to provide
landin Visakhapatnam
atarateofonerupeeper
acre”

However, ifyoudonot

N

\ gl offer thatincentive, the

oneanother, butinvestors
have their own individual
preferences. Asforme,Iknow
howtoattractinvestments.
Outofthe31CIIPartnership
Summitsheld to date, Thave
hosted eight. Backin 1995,
people were apprehensive

businessenterprise will
notcomehereatall. Initially,

we provide significant
incentives, but subseque-
ntly, we gradually reduce
them—thisisbecause, once
anindustrialecosystemhas
beenestablished...

Army Chief General Dhiraj Seth Visits
Czech Republicto Boost Defence Ties

NEW DELHI: Indian Ar-
my ChiefGeneral Dhiraj Seth
embarked onasignificantvisit
tothe Czech Republicfrom
November 16to19,aimingto
strengthen bilateral defence
cooperationand explorenew
avenuesindefencetechnology.
ThisvisitunderscoresIndia’s
commitmenttoenhancing
military&to&militaryen-
gagement with European
partners.

Duringhistrip, General
Sethheld crucialdiscussions
with senior Czech military
leaders, including Lieute-
nant General Petr Cepelka,
theFirst Deputy Chiefofthe
General Staff, atthe General
StaftHeadquartersin Prag-
ue. These meetings focused
onvitalaspectslike military
cooperation, training, moder-
nizationefforts,andaddressing
emergingsecuritychallenges.
Asolemnwreath&laying cer-
emonywasalsoconductedto
honor fallensoldiers.

Further enriching the
visit, General Sethtoured the
Defence University in Brno
and the NATO Joint Chemi-
cal, Biological, Radiological,
andNuclear Defence Centre
of Excellence. These visits
provided valuableinsights
intothespecialized training
and operational readiness
ofthe Czech Armed Forces,
highlighting potentialareas
for collaborativelearningand
development.

The Army Chiefalsoenga-
ged withrepresentativesfrom

theInter&governmental
Defence Cooperation
Agency (AMOS) and
leading defence manu-
facturers.
Theseinteractions
weregeared towardsid-
entifyingopportunities
forjoint venturesand
technological partnersh-
ips,aligningwith India’s
‘Make&in&India’and
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’
initiativesinthedefencesector.

Thisvisitfollowsa pro-
ductivemeetingin October
between India’s Defence
Minister Rajnath Singhand
Czech DeputyPrime Minister
Karel Havlicek, whereboth
nationsreviewed and agreed
toexpand defenceindustrial
cooperation.

General Seth’s visit sol-
idifiesthese commitments,
paving the way for deeper
strategictiesand mutual gr-
owthindefence capabilities.

Jauljibi Fairin Pithoragarh district. ACongress MLA,
Harish Dhami, threwamicrophone, vandalised the
stage and assaulted a man with the chair.

Custodial Death in Chekkanurani: Magistrate

ConductsInquiryinto 3 Poli

NAGAMALAI

PUDUKOTTAI: Thesuicide &
ofalorrydriver by hanging &
himselfinside apolice station |
has caused amajor stir. Amag- |

istrate has conducted an onéer-
siteinquiryinto theincident.

Balakrishnan (42), son of & l

Rangappan, hailedfrom Ala- [

garnayakanpattivillagenear |
Uthamapalayam in Theni |g

district.

Heissurvived by his wife,
Sudha, asonin hisfirst year
of college, and a daughter
currentlyinthe 12th grade.
Asalorrydriver, Balakrishnan
frequentlytraveledto Madurai
totransportgoods. Onthe 3rd
ofthismonth, hewas driving
toward Madurai, carryingsa-
cksofcardamom loadedfrom
Devaram in Theni district.
Whiletravelingalongthe Th-
eniroad, nearthe Valanthoor
irrigation tank (kanmai) in
Maduraidistrict, the lorry
suddenly caught fire, and
the flames spread rapidly.
Balakrishnan alerted the
Usilampatti firestation, and
firepersonnel arrived at the
scenetoextinguishtheblaze.
Boththelorryandthesacks
ofcardamom it carried were
damaged.

Following a compla-
int filed by Balakrishnan,
the police registered a case.
Aninvestigationintothecause
ofthefirewasunderway. Atthe
requestofthepolice, who asked
himto appear for further que-
stioning, Balakrishnan went
to the Chekkanurani police
stationthe day before yesterday.

iy % e
Itisreportedthat he wasacco-
mpanied by others, including
lawyers.

After questioninghim, the
policeasked Balakrishnanto
remain at the station, stating
thattheyneededto review su-
rveillance camerafootage the
followingmorning. Thelawyers
whohad accompaniedhim left
forthenight. Balakrishnanwas
reportedly heldin the police
inspector’s office throughout
thenight. Ataround 6:00 AM
yesterday, heasked the police
forpermissiontousetherestr-
oom, whichwasgranted. After
enteringtherestroomat the
policestation, Balakrishnan
didnotemergeforalongtime.
Whenthe police called out to
him, therewasnoresponse; the
doorwaslockedfromtheinside.
Growingsuspicious, the police
brokeopenthe doorandwere
metwithashockingsight: Bal-
akrishnanwas foundhanging,
havingused hisown shirtto
committheact.

Hewasunresponsive, and
thepoliceimmediately rushed
himtothe Government Rajaji
Hospitalin Madurai. However,
uponexamination, doctorsde-
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claredthathewasalready dead.
Theincident—aman dying
by suicide while at the police
station for questioning—has
caused amajor stir.

Upon learning of the ev-
ent, Madurai District Sup-
erintendent of Police Deva-
nathan arrived at the scene
toconductaninspectionand
inquiry. A forensic team also
arrived to collect evidence.

ce Of___icers

CID. Superintendent of
Police Devanathan has
statedthat the matter
has been referred for
ol apoliceinvestigation.
' Furthermore, asan
initial disciplinary me-
"| asure, Inspector Muthu
)| of the Chekkanurani
" | policestation, along
withpolice personnel
Pazhanivelrajanand
Kalaiselvi, have been
placedunderimmediate sus-
pension followingallegations
ofnegligenceandviolation of
officialprotocols.
Inconnectionwiththedeath

oflorrydriver Balakrishnan
at the Chekkanurani police
station, the CB&CID police
haveissued summons today
tothethreesuspended officers.
Balakrishnan’s body has been

Anantharaj, the Magistrateof placedinthemortuaryatthe

the Peraiyur Criminal Court,
visitedthe Chekkanuranipol-
icestation yesterday. He spent
overanhourthere, questioning
the police personnel on duty
andreviewing surveillance
camerd footage.
Hesubsequently traveled
tothe Government Rajaji Ho-
spitalin Maduraito examine
Balakrishnan’sbody and co-
nsult with the medical staff.
Earlier yesterday morning, a
largecrowd from Chekkanur-
anigathered outsidethepolice
station, demandingjusticefor
thedeath oftheman who had
been broughtinfor questioning.
Theyengagedinaheatedarg-
umentwiththepolice. The case
hasbeen referredtothe CBe»-

Madurai Government Hospital
forapostermortemexaminat-
ion. Hisrelatives have gathered
nearthemortuary.
Alleging that there are
suspicious circumstances
surrounding his death, the
family andrelatives staged a
roadblockade on themain th-
oroughfare, protestingagainst
the postérmortem procedure.
Meanwhile, Magistrate Anand
Rajaconducted aninquiryto-
dayregardingthedeath ofthe
driver at the Chekkanurani
policestation.
Itisreportedthatthe Ma-
gistrateis questioning the
Inspector, the head constable,
and thefemalepolice officer
involvedin thecase.
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