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Major Firein4 Storey Commercial

BuildinginThailand-11Dead

36 people have beeninjured

BANGKOK:Eleven pe-
oplehavetragicallydiedand
36 othershavebeeninjured
following a major fire that
broke out early thismorning
(November 16) inafour&s-
torey commercial building
in Patong—apopular tourist
areaontheisland of Phuket,
insouthern Thailand.

Thefirestarted around
3:00 AMinabuildingloca-
ted on Pang Muang Sai Kor
Road, near Patong Beach,

whichhousesavehicleren-
talagency, sales offices,and
lodgingfacilities.

With 100 two&wheeled
vehicles parked on the ground
floor, thefuel, rubber tyres,
and plastic components cau-
sedthefiretospreadrapidly
tofiveadjacentcommercial
buildings.

Thoseinsidethebuilding
attempted to fleebyheading
totheupperfloors,butthey
becametrappedasthearea

filled with thick, black smoke.

Firefightersarrived pro-
mptlyand managed tobring
theblazeunder controlaftera
two&hourstruggle. Prelim-
inaryinvestigations suggest
that most of the fatalities
were caused by suffocati-
onduetotheheavysmoke.
Authoritieshave confirmed
thatthe 11 victimsinclude
both Thaiand Myanmar
nationals; no foreign tourists
wereamong thoseaffected.

Theinjured havebeen
admitted tonearbyhospitals.

Officials suspect thatthe

firemayhavebeen caused
byanelectricalleak froma

utility polelocated nearthe 3.
building. Itisworthnoting £

that,inasimilarincident, 40
peoplediedinafireatabar
in Bangkoklast July, while
67 peoplelosttheirlivesina
fireata Bangkok nightclub
duringNew Year’s celebrat-
ionsin2009.

Rainy season relief for salt- pan

workersincreased toRs. 7,000
Chief Minister Vl] ay issues dlrectlve

CHENNALI: Tosafeguard
thelivelihoodsofsalt&pan
workers, ChiefMinister Vijay
hasissuedanorderincreasing
therainy&seasonreliefamou-
ntfromRs.5,000toRs.7,000.
A statementissued in this
regard notes the following:
Thegovernment,led by Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister Vijay,
hasannouncedandisimpl-
ementinganinitiative titled
“Visionfora Victorious Tamil
Nadu” (Vetri Tamizhagam).

Under thisinitiative,and
inresponsetoalong&standi-
ngdemandfromtheworkers,
provisionshavebeenmadeto
increase therainy&season
relief provided to salt&pan

workersfromRs. 5, 000 to Rs
7,000, with theaim of impro-
vingtheirlivelihoods.
Accordingly, duringthe
debate on the demands for
grants for the Industries,
Investment Promotionand
Commerce Departmenton
August25,2026,the Minist-
erforIndustriesannounced

thatthe annual ralny&season
reliefprovided tothe families
of salt&pan workers would
beincreased fromRs. 5,000
toRs.7,000.

Inline with this,and to
protectthelivelihoodsofsa-
lt&panworkers duringthe
rainyseason—whentheyare
unabletoengageinsaltprod-

uction—ChiefMinister Vijay
hasorderedanincreaseinthe
annualreliefamountfromRs.
5,000toRs. 7,000 for families
of salt&pan workersregistered
with the Tamil Nadu Manual
Workers Social Securityand
Welfare Board.

Agovernmentorder (G.0.)
hasbeenissued tothiseffect.
Thisschemewillbeimple-
mented onanannualbasis.

Accordingly, 23,979
worker families will bene-
fitin the year 2026-2027.
The government will bear
the expenditure 0f316.78
croreincurred for thisyear.
Thisiswhathasbeen stated
therein.
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Quad Leaders Meetin Manila, India
Joins Al Chip Protectlon Pact

USA: USPresident Don-
ald Trump confirmed his
participationinacrucial
Quadleaders’ meetingin
Manila on November 17,
marking thefirstin-person
summit of the groupingin
twoyears.

Thishigh-level gathering,
held onthesidelines of the
ASEAN Summit, underscores
renewed focus onIndo-Pa-
cificsecurityand economic
cooperation.

The Quad, initially
formedin2007 butrevived
by Trumpin2017,aims to
counter growing Chinese
influenceintheregion. This
Manila meetingis the first
suchleaders’ summitduring
his currentterm, following

Karthigai Deepam Festival Begins with Flag
H01st1ng at Tlrupparankundram Murugan Temple
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MADURALI: TheKarthigai
Deepam festival, celebrated
with great grandeur every
yearatthe Subramanya Sw-
amy Templein Tirupparan-
kundram, Maduraidistrict,
commencedthismorningwith
the ceremonialhoistingofthe
templeflag. Alargenumber
ofdevotees participatedin
thespecialritualsand offered
theirprayers.

The Karthigai Deepam
festivalisoneofthe major fest-
ivalsheldatthe Tirupparank-
undram SubramanyaSwamy
Temple. Thisyear’s celebrati-
onsbegan thismorning with
theflag&hoisting ceremony.

Intheearlyhours, thepresiding

deities—Subramanya Swamy
and Goddess Deivayanai—
underwent*abhishekam*
(ritualbathing) with 16 diff-
erentsubstances,including
milk, rose water, and tender
coconut water.
Followingthis, the deities
wereadornedin specialattire,
and*deeparadhana* (offeri-
ngoflamps) wasperformed.
Accompaniedbythesoundsof
traditional musicalinstrum-
ents, Subramanya Swamyand
Goddess Deivayanai, beauti-
fully decorated, werebrought
tothe*Kambathadi Manda-
pam* (hallneartheflagstaff)

seateduponagoldenpeacock
*vahana* (divinevehicle).
Aspartoftheflag&hoisting
ritual, thetemple’sflagstaffwas
consecrated with holywater.

Itwasthen elaborately
decorated with *darbha*
grass, mango leaves, sandal-
wood paste,and *kumkum*.
Amidstthe chanting of Vedic
mantrasandtheplaying oftr-
aditional music, theflagwas
hoisted onto the gold&plated
flagstaftat7:14 AM. Alarge
number of devotees gathered
towitnesstheeventandseek
theblessingsof Lord Murugan.

Throughoutthefestival,
the deities will be taken in

procession through the str-
eets—inthemornings, they
willbe carried onagolden
palanquin,andintheeve-
nings, they willappear on
various*vahanas*,including
the golden peacock, silver
*bhootha* (celestial being),
*anna* (swan),and *shesha*
(serpent) *vahanas*,tobless
thedevotees.

AsakeyeventoftheKa-
rthigai Deepam festival, the
*Pattabhishekam* (coro-
nation ceremony) will take
placeonthe23rd (Monday).
Following this, on the mor-
ning ofthe 24th (Tuesday),
the *Therottam* (chariot
procession) willbeheldatthe
Subramanya Swamy Temple
in Tirupparankundram.

Intheevening, the*Ka-
rthigai Maha Deepam* (the
grandsacredlamp) willbelit
atoptheTirupparankundram
hill. Subsequently, the *Ch-
okkappanai* (atraditional
bonfire/lamp display) will
beheld nearthe *16&Kaal
Mandapam* (16&pillared
hall).

Meanwhile, the concl-
udingevents of the *Kanda

Sashti* festivalare currently
underwayat the Tiruppara-
nkundramtemple.

Aspartofthefinal day’s
*Kanda Sashti* chariot pr-
ocession, Lord Subramanya
Swamy,accompanied by Go-
ddessDevasena,ismounted
onagoldenpeacock*vahana*
(vehicle)andisbeingtakenin
aprocessionalongthe*Ratha
Veedhi* (chariotstreets)and
*Giri Veedhi* (circumamb-
ulation paths).

Typically, during the
flag&hoisting ceremony
(*Kodiyetram*) of the Kart-
higai Deepam festival, Lord
Subramanya Swamy and
GoddessDevasenaare se-
ated onathronewithin the
*Kambathadi Mandapam*.

However,duetothe*Kan-
daSashti* chariot procession
taking placetoday, the deity
appearedonagolden peacock
*vahana*toblessthedevote-
es. Thearrangementsforthe
festivalarebeingoverseen by
the Temple Board of Trustees
Chairman, V. Shanmugasun-
daram,alongwith the Temple
Deputy Commissioner, Selvi,
andthetemplestaff.

several ministerial
sessions.

Simultaneously,
Indiahasjoinedthe
United States and
otherkey partners
inthe ‘San Francisco
Declarationon the
Secure Foundations
of Enduring Pros-
perity’

Thisnew pact,
partof Washington’s
‘Pax Silica’ initiative, jlke
focuseson protect-
ingcritical technol-
ogiesand Alsupply
chains, especiallyadvanced
semiconductor processors.

The moveaddresses con-
cernsaboutBeijing’saccess
toadvanced technology,
particularly given recent
controversiesaround Nvidia
microchipsreaching China
throughindirectchannels.

Thisdiplomaticinitiative
seekstoreducerelianceon

-
Y

Chinese-controlled supply
networks and strengthen
collaborationamongallied
nationsinvital technological
domains.
Theagreementempha-
sizes collective responsibility
for safeguarding the global
Al ecosystem, from chip
design to manufacturing
and deployment.
India’sformal entryinto

the Pax Silica coalition in
February2026, during the
India AlImpact Summit,
highlightsits commitment
tothiscritical technological
alliance.

The Quadleadersalso
pledged over USD 85 million
toexpandtrusted Alinfra-
structure in the Indo-Pa-
cific, reinforcing regional
technologicalresilience.
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Saluting the Voices of Truth!

Warm wishes to all journalists who give voice to the people.
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Today horoscope

Your frustration over being-unable tosave
&1 [lmoney,regardless of how much you earn, will
"4 |cometoanend. Youwill curbyourexpensesand
begin tosave. Relatives on your mother’s side will
be supportive. Inbusinessand trade, you will
overcomeall competition.

Memories from the past will fillyour mind/ €
withjoy. Youwill carry out repairs onyour g
home or vehicle. Youwill fulfill the requests o -
your children. By planning effectively, you will

complete your professional tasksand earn praise
fromyour superiors.

Itisessential toact with caution and composureinall your

f "= endeavors. Itisadvisable to follow the counsel
700 ofeldersinyour family. Inbusiness, you might
w faceanaccumulation of unsold stock. On the
positiveside, youwillacquire various types of
goodsorassets.

Youwillapproach your tasks with confidenceand en-
thusiasm, ensuring their successful completion. Harmony
will prevail within your family. In busi
ness, try to maintain a cooperative relationship
with your staff. At your workplace, you will
receive supportfrom your colleagues.

Exercise patiencein your speech.

Yourreputationandrespectin external circles will
. increase. Your name mayberecommended fora
higher position. Thehealth of your parents willbe
satisfactory.Inapartnership business, youwillbe

abletomanageandhandleyour
partners effectively.

Auspiciouseventswill be organized withi
the family. You will have agood flow of money.
Youwill meetnew people, which will prove
beneficial. Inbusiness, old stock will be cleared
Becarefulnottospeakharshlytoanyone.

Youwill find solutions to the confusion thathasbeenon
your mind. Misunderstandings between spouses will fade,
iving way to greater harmony. Youwill find joy through
your children. Youmayreplaceavehicle thathas

been causing frequentexpenses. Youwill see
profitsin yourbusiness.

Youwillsuccessfully complete the tasks you have planned.
Youwillimplement plans for the future growth of your

children. Atwork,asuperior mayextendahand
of friendship or support. Youwill provide Pcr =
whateverhelp youcantothosewhocometo @
youseekingassistance.
Youwillfind peace of mind asexpected fundsarrive.
Yourstatusand respect will increase through your spouse’s
— s\lde ofthe family. Youwill understand and fulfill the

wishes of your parents. Yourinterestin
spirituality, meditation, and yoga will grow.

Minor, unnecessaryarguments mayarise
betweenspouses. Inbusiness, youwillhaveto [ amb
putinextraeffortto collectoutstanding dues.
Theactionsofthoselivingnearby may cause you
irritation oranger. Youwilldevelopaninclination
toward spirituality.

Youwill resolvelong-standing, lingering
issues through dialogue. Harmonywill flourish
between spouses. Youwillhave a good flow of
money. Competitioninbusiness will decrease,
and youremployeeswillbe supportive.

Yourreputationandrespectinyourhometown willrise,
andyoumaybe offered positionsofhonor. Anymisunder-
standings with your siblings willbe cleared up.
Youcanexpectgainsfromthestockmarketor
commission-based ventures. Tasksinvolving
governmentoffices orbankswillbe completed
successfully.

Zero Risk of Bird Fluin
Namakkal: Poultry
Farmers Reassure Publlc

NAMAKAL In the Namakkal region,over 100 mllhon
(10crore)layerhensareraised across more than 1,000 fa-
rms, producing 80 million (8 crore) eggs daily. These eggs
aresupplied to the Tamil Nadu government’s nutritious
meal scheme, distributed throughout Tamil Nadu and
other stateslike Kerala,and also exported abroad.

Meanwhile, a fewweeksago, thousands of broiler ch-
ickensdied duetoan outbreak ofbird fluat poultry farms
in Cuddaloredistrict.

Addressing the pressin Namakkal, Sundararajan, Se-
cretaryof the Tamil Nadu Poultry Farmers Association,
stated: “Inthe Namakkal region, poultryisraised using
strictbiosecurity measures. Thereisabsolutelyno chance
—zero percentrisk—ofabird fluoutbreak here.

Thelayer hensarereared following the guidance pro-
videdbythe Tamil Nadu Veterinaryand Animal Sciences
Universityand the Veterinary Collegeand Research Institute
inNamakkal. Rigorousbiosecurity protocolsare maint-
ained on the farms; forinstance, vehiclesare permitted to
enter onlyafter passing through adesignated path treated
withapotassium permanganate solution.

Consequently, therehasneverbeen aninstance of
bird fluin the poultry farms of the Namakkal region.”
Hefurther emphasized thatlayerhensare notsusceptible
tobird flu. Therefore, neither poultry farmersnor the ge-
neral publicneedtobe concerned,headded.

Prince Willi
Sachin Tendu

MAHARASHTRA:Pr-
ince Williamand Princess
Kate Middleton, the Prince
and Princess of Wales, ex-
periencedataste ofIndian
cultureand cricketduring
theirvisitto Mumbai.

Theymetlegendarycr-
icketer Sachin Tendulkarat
thehistoric Ballard Estate,
engaginginalivelycon-
versation that captivated
onlookers.

Theroyal coupleand
Tendulkar shared ‘chai’ se-
rvedintraditionalkulhads
ataspeciallyarranged tea
stall,aquintessential Indi-
anexperience. Visualsfrom
theeventshowed them
engrossedindiscussion,
with Tendulkaranimatedly
explainingcricket nuances,
while Prince Williamand
Princess Catherinelistened
intently, smilesgracing
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their faces

Thehighlight formany
was Prince Williamjoining
Tendulkar foragame of
‘Gully Cricket withlocal
schoolstudents.

Tendulkar,knownas
the ‘Little Master, enthusi-

asticallyguided the Prince,
showcasinghis passion for
thesport. PrincessKate
Middleton cheered from
thesidelines, enjoyingthe
light&hearted activity. Bo-
thWilliamand Tendulkar
tookturnsbatting, creating

Local 16.11.2026 OutStation17.11.2026|

iam, Kate Middleton Bond with
kar Over Chai, Cricketin Mumbai

memorable moments for
everyonepresent.

Fortheouting, Prince
William sportedawhite
shirtwithanavyblueNe-
hru&stylejacketand dark
trousers, while Princess
Catherinechoseanelegant
lime&green double&br-
eastedblazer overawhite
topand matchingtrousers.
Sachin Tendulkar opted
forasmart&casuallookin
anavyblueshirtand dark
denim.

Earlierintheday, the
royal coupleemphasized
India’ssignificant contri-
butionstoenvironmental
innovation and sustainabi-
lity, expressing their delight
tobeinthecountryforthe
annual Earthshot Prize
initiative, highlighting
their commitmentto global
environmental causes.

Use social media safely to avoid digital
scams: Cyber Crime Police advise

CHENNATI: The Cyber
Crime Police have advised
thepublictousesocialmedia
safelyto protectthemselves
fromdigital scams.

Anawareness program
regarding cybercrimesand
digital fraud was conducted
by the Chennai City Police’s
Cybe€rimewingtheevening
beforelastatthe ‘Ramani-
yam Samarpan’ apartment
complex in East Kamaraj-
ar Nagar, Thiruvanmiyur.
Apoliceteam,ledbyInspector
K. Usharani, participatedin

theeventand provided vario-
usguidelinestotheresidents.
Specifically, awareness was
raisedregardingseveral types
ofscams—including ‘digital
arrest’ scams, onlineinvestme-
ntfraud, onlinetradingscams,
‘pass’ (access/authorization)
scams, gift&related scams,
courier scams, and marri-
age&related fraud—along
withmeasuresthe publiccan
taketoavoid fallingvictimto
suchschemes. Furthermore,
guidance was provided on
thesafeuse ofsocial media

platforms, inc-
luding Whats-
App,Facebook, R
Instagram, X
(formerly Twi-
tter), Snapchat,
and Telegram. .~
Residents <~
were advised
that,intheeventof falling
victim to online financial
fraud, they shouldimmedi-
atelycontactthecybercrime
helplineat 1930 orfileacom-
plaintthrough the national
cybercrimereporting portal

atwww.cybercrime.gov.in.

Additionally,awareness
leafletsregardingcybercrimes
weredistributed. Prizes were
alsoawarded to participants
who provided correctansw-
erstoquestionsasked during
theevent.

Madurai Jewelry Store Heist
Key SuspectN |sha nth Arrested

MADURALI: The key
suspectinthe Maduraije-
welry store heist, Nisha-
nth, has been arrested.
Anew Tanishqjewelrysh-
owroom islocatedinthe
NehruNagararea,alongthe
Palanganatham&Kalavasal
bypassroad in Madurai.

Intheearlyhoursofthe
12th, anindividual broke
into thestoreand stole gold
and diamond jewelry wor-
thRs.21 crore (weighing 15
kilograms).

Theincident causedama-
jorstir. Initialinvestigations
revealed thatthe perpetra-
tor—who had entered the

storealone, wearingamask,
gloves,and covered entirelyin
black fabric—was Nishanth
(25),a YouTuberand son of
amannamed Suresh, from
Arutperum Jothi Streetin
Palanganatham.
Furtherinvestigation
uncovered theinvolvement
of Nishanthsgirlfriend, Me-
enakshi(23)—anInstagram
influencer from Madurai—as
wellashis father, Suresh (50).
Both Meenakshi and
Suresh were subsequen-
tly arrested by the police.
Additionally, the policere-
covered 6 kilograms ofgold
and diamond jewelry that

hadbeen stashed awaynear
thebanks ofthe Madakulam
tankin Madurai.
Meanwhile,amassivema-
nhuntwaslaunchedforNisha-
nth,whohadgoneintohiding.
Today, the police successfully
apprehended Nishanth, the
primarysuspectintheheist.

Havingbeenontherun
for five days, he was taken
into custody duringasurp-
rise operation by the police
aboard an omni&busnear
Sesampattiinthe Dharma-

§ puridistrict.

Thepoliceplantotran-
sportNishanth to Madurai
for further interrogation.
Withthearrestofthe prime
suspect,

Nishanth—following
theearlier recovery of 6 kg
ofjewellerystolen from the
jewellery store—reports
suggestthatthe remaining
stolenjewellerywillalsobe
recovered.

Iran Threatens US Navy Officers Over Alleged
Minab School Strike, Citing Child Casualties

Iranhasissuedapublicwa-
rningtotwo USNavy officers,
accusingthemoforchestrating
a Tomahawk missilestrike on
an elementary schoolin Mi-
nab, which allegedly resulted
inthedeathsof 168 children.
TheIranian Embassyin South
Africa, throughasocial media
post, explicitlyidentified Co-
mmander Leigh R. Tate of the

USS Spruanceand Lieutenant
Commander Jeffrey E. York,
thewarship’s executive officer,
stating, Wewillfind you. This
isnotthefirsttime Tehran has
targetedtheseindividuals; asi-
milaraccusation was madein
March. Thelatest threat comes
asthe USS Spruancereturned
toSan Diego after a 357¢day
deploymentinvolvingoperati-

onsagainst Iranian forces. The
publicnamingoftheseofficers
hasraisedsignificant security
concerns. Thisincident follo-
ws astern warning from US
President Donald Trump to
Tehran against assassinating
senior American officials. Ina
recentinterview, Trump stated
thatanysuchactionwouldlead
tosevereconsequences. Sepa-

Relatives ofadeceased lorry driver stage a road blockadein front ofthe
Madurai GovernmentHospital. (Inset) Balakrishnan.

rately, US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent confirmed his
relocation to amilitary base
duetopersistent death threats
reportedly linked to Tehran,
amoveadvised by the Secret
Service. These developments
highlight escalating tensions
betweenthetwo nations.
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SriLankanTamils Need
Justice, Not More Promises
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The end of awar does not automati-
cally end the suffering of its people.
Seventeen years after Sri Lanka’s civil
war ended, many Tamil families arestill
waiting to recover their Tand, rebuild
their livelihoods and Tearn what happ-
ened to theirmissing relatives. Peace
remains incomplete when people cannot
Tivewithdignity and security in their
own homes.

The reported findings of Sri Lanka’s
Human Rights Commission concerning the
Northern and Eastern Provinces raise
serious concerns. ContinuedmiTlitary
presence, unresolved Tand disputes and
surveillance affect more than everyday
freedom. They also hinder economic re-
covery and weaken public confidence in
reconciliation.

For displaced families, Tandis far
more than property. Itis ahome, a sou-
rce of income and a connection to gener-
ations before them. Housing assistance
and relief programmes are valuable, but
they cannot replace the restoration of
Tawful ownership.

Missing documents should not become
a permanent barrier to justice. Famil-
ies displaced by war may have lTost their
records alongwith their belongings.
Authorities should examine alternati-
ve evidence, consult local records and
establish fair procedures to resolve
claims. Administrationmust help people
secure their rights.

President Anura KumaraDissanayake’s
promises on land restoration, provincial
council elections and employment cre-
ated expectations among Tamil voters.
Those expectations now requirevisible
action. The government should pubTish
clear timelines, explaindelays and re-
port openly on progress. Announcements
alone cannot rebuild trust.

Families of the disappearedalso dese-
rve answers. Their right to know the truth
does not diminishwith time. Credible
investigations and accountability are
essential toreconciliation; uncerta-
inty cannot be alTowed to become their
permanent condition.

India has an important role toplay.
Its development assistance can support
recovery, but sustained diplomatic eng-
agement should also seek measurable pro-
gressonland rights, civilian security
and meaningful political participation.
These concerns deserve a consistent place
in relations between the two countries.

A Tasting settlement must protect
every affected community, including
displacedMusT1ims seeking resettleme-
nt. Equal rights, religious freedomand
fair access todevelopment must formthe
foundation of peace.

Sri Lankan Tamils are asking for the
ordinary rights of citizenship: to1i-
ve without fear, earna livelihood and
participate indecisions shaping their
future. Sri Lanka’s government must turn
its promises into action, while India
should firmly support that effort. The
people have waited Tong enough. They de-
serve justice and a secure future.

\_ Editorial by Maduraii Ma@

Successful Test of Electric
Aircraftin China

BEIJING:Forthefirst
time, atestflight ofanelec-
tricaircraft piloted by hu-
manshasbeen successfully
conductedin China.

Theelectricaircraft
wasdeveloped througha
jointeffortbythe Comme-
rcial Aircraft Corporation
of China(COMAC), the
China AcademyofLaunch
Vehicle Technology,and
Shanghai Jiao Tong Unive-
rsity. Named the CE&25A,

theaircraft
wasbuiltusi-
ngdomestic
technology.
Itiniti-
allyund-
erwentan
unmanned
testflighton February2nd.
Subsequently, on Saturday,
theaircraftwassuccessfully
tested withhuman pilotsin
ShandongProvince, East
China.

Theflight crew cons-
isted ofthreeindividuals:
two pilotsand oneflight test
engineer.Ithasbeenrep-
ortedthatall operational
parameters metexpectati-
onsduringthetest.
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PM Janjatlya Gaurav Diwas programme mGadchlroIl Maharashta viavideo

India- ASEAN Trade Soars to $128 Billion,
PM Modi in Manila for Crucial Summits

NEW DELHI: India’s
economictieswith ASEAN
nationsare booming, with
bilateraltradereachingasi-
gnificantUSD 128.37billion
inthefinancialyear2025-26.

Thisstrongpartnership
extendsbeyond commerce, as
highlighted by the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) wh-
ilePrime Minister Narendra
Modideparted for Manilato
attendthe23rd ASEAN&In-
diaSummitandthe21stEast
AsiaSummit.

Investmentsfrom ASEAN
countriesintoIndiahavealso
beensubstantial, totaling USD
196.96billion between 2000
and2025. Thisunderscores
thegrowing confidenceand
collaborationbetween the
regions.

PM Modi’stwo&dayvisit
tothe Philippines, from Nov-
ember 16&17,aimsto further

strengthen thiscomprehensive
strategic partnership, which
waselevatedin2022.

The MEA emphasized
ASEANspivotalroleinIndia’s
‘ActEastPolicy’ and ‘Indo&-
Pacific Vision’

Keyareasofcooperation
includeexpanding physical
anddigital connectivity, with
effortsto extend India’s Digi-
tal PublicInfrastructureand
IndiaStack capabilitiesacross
Southeast Asia. Maritime
securityisanother crucial
aspect, withjointexercises
like AIME&2025 and spe-
cialized training forwomen
peacekeepers.

Educationandtechnology
alsoseeactive collaboration,
withover 500 ASEAN stude-
ntsbenefiting from Nalanda
Universityscholarshipsand
theoperationalization of the
Centre for Southeast Asian

Studies. India’s commitment
todevelopmentand disaster
reliefisevident,asseen whenit
sent30tonnesofreliefmaterial
tothePhilippinesafterasuper
typhoonin January2026.Over
100 ASEAN&Indiaprojects
havebeen fundedsince2014,
supportedbysignificantin-
vestments.

People&to&people co-
nnectionsare thriving, with
Indiabeingthefourth&largest
sourceoftouriststo ASEAN.

PM Modi’s participation
inthe East AsiaSummitrei-
nforces India’s commitment
toregionalstability, mariti-
mesecurity,and sustainable
development,aligningwith
his Indo&Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI). Hisvisitis
expected toinjectnewenergy
intothesevital relationships,
fosteringshared growthand
prosperity.

Alleged Irregularitiesin Book

Procurement for Libraries
50fficials, Including Chief Librarians, Suspended

CHENNALI:R.V.Shajeev-
ana, theofficialiné~chargeas
Directorofthe Department of
PublicLibraries, hassuspended
fiveindividuals—including
two Chief Librarians—in co-
nnectionwithirregularitiesin
theprocurement of books for
libraries.

Allegations had surfac-
edregarding corruption in
thepurchase ofbooks for the
Periyar Arivulagam Library
in Coimbatore, includingcla-
imsthat books were procured
under the names of fictitious
authors. Similar allegations
ofirregularities in book pr-
ocurement were also raised
concerningthe Anna Cente-
nary Libraryin Chennai, the
Connemara Public Library,
andthe Kalaignar Centenary
Libraryin Madurai. Against
this backdrop, IAS officer S.
Jayanthi, who had been hol-
dingtheadditional charge of
Directorofthe Department of
Public Libraries, wasrelieved
ofthat responsibility onthe 8th
ofthismonth.

This responsibility was
entrustedtoR.V.Shajeevana,
Managnglrector ofthe Tamil

Nadu Textbook Corporation.
Inthis context, onthe9th,
Minister Rajmohan held cons-
ultationswith a delegation led
byR.S. Shanmugam, President
ofthe South Indian Booksellers
and Publishers Association
(BAPASI), regardingthepre-
vention of suchirregularities.
Duringthediscussion, it was
clarified that the publishing
housesimplicated inthe ma-
Ipractice—namely Phoenix,
Sigma, and Agalvilakku—are
notmembers of BAPASL.
Speakingtoreportersafte-
rward, Rajmohan stated, “The
procurement processforbooks
forlibrariesacrossthestate has
beentemporarily suspended.
A comprehensive auditis set
tobeconductedinalllibrari-
esthroughout Tamil Nadu in
connection with this fraud.”
Headded, “Ihe Directorate of
Vigilance and Antie»Corrup-
tion (DVAC) policehavealso
commenced aninvestigation,
beginningwiththe controversial
publishinghouse, Agalvilakku.”
Inthissituation, separate
complaintshavebeen filedwith
the Directorate of Vigilance
and AntieCorruption (DV-

AN
New Delhi: Wlth India continuingtohol

positionglobally, coirproducts worthRs 6,614 crore

have beenexported.

Loveknowsno Ianguage orborders Pilotfrom Hosur Tam|I Nadu, marriesa
Vietnamese teacherwith his parents’consent.

AC)bytheSchool Education
Department and the DMK
regarding the procurement
ofbooks. Furthermore, ins-
pections were conducted in
libraries across Tamil Nadu,
includingthe Anna Centenary
Library. Duringthese checks,
70,674 books—published by
Agal Vilakku’ and ‘Phoenix’
and attributed to fictitious
authors—were identified
and removed. The value of
thesebooksis estimatedto be
Rs. 7 crore.

Meanwhile, regardingthe
caseofirregularitiesin book
procurement at the Periyar
Arivulagamlibraryin Coimb-
atore, the Library Staff Welfare
Associationhasappealedtothe
Minister, requesting that no
FIRsbefiled againstlibrarians
whoseroles werestrictly limi-
ted to administrative duties.

Inthiscontext, Shajeeva-
na, the DirectorérinéCharge
ofthe Department of Public
Libraries, hasissued orde-
rssuspendingthe following
officials: S. Kamatchi, Chief
Librarianand Library Officer
atthe Anna Centenary Libr-
aryin Chennai; S. Santhana
Karthikeyan, Librarian and
Information Officer; Dinesh
Kumar, ChiefLibrarian and
Library Officer (inércharge)
atthe Kalaignar Centenary
Libraryin Madurai; V. Sant-
hanakrishnan, Librarian and
Library Officer (also iné»cha-
rgeof the Periyar Arivulagam
Libraryin Coimbatore); and].
Juliet, Chief Accounts Officer
at the Directorate of Public
Libraries.
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Mandala- Makaravilakku Season: Sabarimala

Ayyappa Temple Doors Open Today

SABARIMALATI:Thedoorsofthe
Sabarimala Ayyappa Templearesetto
opentoday (Monday)forthe current
Mandala&Makaravilakkuseason.

The Travancore Devaswom Bo-
ard hasmadenecessaryarrange-
mentsto ensure that devotees can
haveasmoothandhassle&free*da-
rshan* (viewing) of Lord Ayyappa.
Everyyear, forthe Mandala&Mak-
aravilakkuseason, the Sabarimala
Ayyappa Temple remains open for
60days, starting from thefirstday of
the Tamilmonth of *Karthigai*, with
special*poojas* (rituals) performed
throughoutthisperiod.

Duringthisseason, devotees ob-
serveaperiod of *vratham* (fasting
and penance), weara*mala* (sacred
garland),and carryan *irumudi* (a
traditionalbundle containingofferin-
gs) whileundertakingthepilgrimage
toseektheblessingsof Lord Ayyappa.
Forthissignificant Mandala&Mak-
aravilakkuseason, thetempledoors
will open today (Monday) at 5:00
PM.Inthepresenceofthe*Thanthri*
(chiefpriest) KandararuBrahmaDa-
than, the*Melshanthi* (head priest)
Prasad Namboothiriwill openthe

sanctum sanctorum and perform
*deeparadhana* (offering oflamps).
Following this, a ceremonial fire
(*karpuraazhi*) willbelitatthebaseof
thesacred 18 steps (*pathinettam pa—
di*). Thenewly =
appointed *Mel-
shanthis*forthe
Sabarimalaand
Malikappuram
templeswillfo-
rmallyassume
their dutiesby Z
reciting sacr- gps
ed *mantras*. g
Subsequently,
both priestswill
undergo*abhis-
hekam* (consec-
ration/ritualbathing) inthe presence
ofthe*Thanthri*.

Afterthe customary*poojas* for
theday, thetempledoorswillcloseat
11:00PM. Starting tomorrow (Tue-
sday)—thefirstday ofthe month of
*Karthigai*—the templewillopen
at3:00 AM, andregular*poojas*and
ritualswillcommence. Thenew*Me-
Ishanthi*, Subramanian Sankaran
Namboothiri, willopen the temple

doorsand conductthe*poojas*inthe
presenceofthe*Thanthri*,Kandararu
BrahmaDathan. Thetempledoorsopen
dailyat3:00 AM. Thescheduleincludes
*NirmalyaDarshanam*,*Ganapathi
Homam*,*Neyyab-
hishekam* (offering
ofghee),and*Ucha
Pooja* (middayri-
3, tual), concluding
with the closing of
thetempledoorsat
1:00PM. Thetemple
' reopensat3:00PM,
¥ withaspecial*Dee-
\ paradhana* (ritual
involvinglamps) tak-
ingplaceat6:30PM.
Intheevening,*Pu-
shpabhishekam* (offeringofflowers)
and*AthalaPooja* are performed,
followedbythe playing of the*Hari-
varasanam* hymnat 11:00PM, after
whichthetempledoorsareclosed.
Forthecurrentseason, the*Man-
dalaPooja*isscheduledfor December
27th,andthe*Makaravilakku* ritual
willtake placeon January 14th. Thro-
ughouttheseason,arrangementshave
beenmadetoallow*darshan* (viewing

ofthedeity)for 18 hourseachday. Asa
firstphase, 9,000 police personnelhave
beendeployedforsecurityat Sabari-
mala,and the Health Departmenthas
stationed 100doctorsthere. The Kerala
StateRoad Transport Corporationis
operatingspecialbusesfromvarious
partsofthestatetofacilitate travel to
Sabarimala.

Photography is strictly pr-
ohibited within the *Sannidhan-
am* (sanctum sanctorum) area.
Devoteesare permitted tovisitSabar-
imalathrougheitheronlinebooking
oron&the&spot (instant) booking.
Onlineregistration, whichbeganon
the29th oflast month, is currently
seeingahighvolumeofbookings.

The Travancore Devaswom
Board hasdecided toallow 80,000
devotees per day for *darshan*.
Ofthistotal, 66,000 devoteesare pe-
rmitted via online booking, while
14,000 areaccommodated through
on&the&spotbooking. Itisnoted that
thequotaforon&the&spotbookings
maybeadjusted—and thenumber of
slotsincreased—inthe comingdays,
dependingontheactual turnoutof
devotees.

Historicaltraces datingback 2,000 years have
beendiscovered onthe premises ofagovernment
higher secondary schoollocated near Kottaime-
duinAlangankulam village, which falls underthe
Mandapam Union of Ramanathapuramdistrict.

Vande Bharattrain
travels 463 kmwith
non-functional brakes

NEW DELHI: A Vande Bharat train hastraveled a
distance of463 km whileitsbraking system wasnon&-
functional. A high&levelinquiryinto theincidentis
currentlyunderway.
OnOctober24,itwasdecided tomovea Vande Bhar-
attrain from the Hatia railway station in Jharkhand to
theJhansiregionin Uttar Pradesh. Arrangementswere
madetohaul the train—whichhadno passengerson
board—usingafreighttrainlocomotive.
Beforedeparture, the freight train’sloco pilot tested the
VandeBharattrain’sbraking system and discovered that
thebrakes were notworking.

Hereported thisto the officials presentat the site;
however, therailway officialsinsisted that the braking
system wasin good workingorderand ordered the train
tobemoved.

Thelocopilot proceeded tohaul the Vande Bharat
train for approximately 463 km despite the non&funct-
ionalbrakes. He eventuallybrought thetraintoastopin

the Chandauliarea of Uttar Pradesh.
Hesstated categorically thatit was notfeasible to con-
tinue operatingthetrain.

Healso submitted aformal written complaintregarding
this matter to senior railway officials. The South East-
ernRailwayadministrationis currently conductinga
high&levelinquiryinto theincident. Senior officials

haveindicated thatstrictaction willbe taken againstthe

railway staffand officers found tobe at fault.

Sonam Wangchuk placed
under 60 dayhousearrest

SRINAGAR:
Climateactivist
Sonam Wangchuk,
fromthe Union Te-
rritoryofLadakh,
hasbeenplaced
underhousearrest
for60days.

Hehasbeen
. prohibited from
participatingin
public meetings
orrallies. Sonam Wangchuk hasalleged thatthisaction
wastakenbecauseheraised questionsregarding the delay
inthejudicialinquiryreportintoadeaththatoccurredin
Lehlastyear,and questioned whya “sham”electionisbeing
hastilyimposed in the middle of winter.

Hehasalso complained thatthereach ofhiscontenton
platformslike X (formerly Twitter), Instagram, and YouT-
ubehasbeenseverelyrestricted.

Likud Accuses Gadi Eisenkot of ‘Unhinged
Incitement Amid Israeli Unity Government Talks

ISRAEL:Israel’srulin

Likud Partyhassharplycr-

iticized oppositionleader
Gadi Eisenkot, labelinghis
statementsagainst caretaker
Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahuandhisofficeas |

“unhingedincitement.
“Thiscomesamidstong-

oingeffortstoformanational

unity governmentinIsrael,
acriticalneed given thena-
tion’s security challenges,
particularly thelooming
threatfromIran.

Likud, ina public stat-
ement, highlighted Netan-
yahusrepeated invitations
to Eisenkottojoinabroad
coalition. They expressed
dismayatwhattheytermed

>

Eisenkot’s “inflammatory,

allegationsagainstthe Chief

eredin “venomouslanguage,”
evenasthe Prime Minister

sought unity.

The partyalsodefended
Netanyahu’s Chief of Staff,
asserting that the official
acted responsiblybyrelaying
informationaboutsuspected
criminalactivitytothepolice,
aswashisduty.

Questioning thebasis of

of Staff, Likud stated, “Did
the chief of staff plant the
envelopes of cash with the
suspects? The absurdity of
Eisenkot’sunhinged incit-
ementisoutrageous.”
Thisexchange undersc-
oresthedeeppolitical chasm
between the two leaders,
whichhasintensified since
therecentelections where
Netanyahu’sbloclostits pa-
rliamentary majority.
Eisenkot, whose Yashar
partyisnow tasked with for-
mingagovernmentbyIsraeli
PresidentIsaac Herzog, has
dismissed Netanyahu’s ov-
erturesasa “spin,” insisting
onhisown principlesanda
clearbreak from extremist
political forces foranyem-

incendiarystatements” deliv-

Duetothe dlsrubtlon oftrafficonthe Coonoof—Mettupaayam road, Kateri Park

ergency government.

appearsdeserted, withnotouristsin sight.

RoadsRise, Houses Sink

MADURAI:InMadurai,
newroadsurfacesarebeing
laid directly over existing
oneswithoutemployingthe
‘milling’ process (removing
theoldlayer). Thiscausesthe
roadleveltorise, effectively
leavingresidential properties
inasunken position.

The Municipal Corpor-
ationmustreviseitsregula-
tions forroad construction
toputanend tothispractice.
Roadsin Maduraifrequently
fallinto disrepair dueto ex-
cavation fordrinking water
and underground sewage
connections,aswellasheavy
vehiculartraffic. Everyyear, the
governmentallocates crores
of rupeesfortherepairand
maintenance oftheseroads.

Duringeachrepaircycle,
newlayersof crushedstone,
gravel,and bitumenarelaid
directlyatopthe damagedroad
surface, rather than milling
away the old material. Over
afewyears,theroadlevel can

rise by more than two feet.
Consequently, homesand
commercial buildings end
upatalower elevation than
theroad.

Residentsare forced to
constructstepsorrampsto
accesstheir propertiesfrom
theroadlevel. Duringthe
rainy season, water thatacc-
umulates on theroadsflows
intothesehomesand shops.

Thishasledtoatrend wh-
erethefoundationsofnewly
constructed buildingsare set
4to5feetabovetheroadlevel,
withrampsoftenextendingfr-
omthebuildingentranceallthe
waytothemiddleoftheroad.
Whenroadrepairsare ca-
rried out, the thickness of
thematerialbeingremoved
(theoldroadlayer)shouldbe
equivalenttothethicknessof
thenewlayerbeingadded.

The height of theroad
should be measured both
beforeand after the work,
and these detailsshould be

published on the Municipal
Corporationswebsite. Ifthe
roadlevelincreases,action
shouldbetakenagainstthe
contractors. Currently, exis-
tinggovernmentregulations
regardingthisarenotbeing
followedbyanyone.

Representatives of the
‘Arappor Iyakkam’ (a civic
advocacygroup) stated, “Du-
ringroadrenovation work, it
shouldbemade mandatory
todocument the ‘milling’
(removal oftheexistingroad
surface) process—including
thedepth ofthemillingand
theplannedheightofthenew
road—through photographs
andvideos.

We have submitted a
petition to the Municipal
Commissioner requesting
theformation ofan expert
committee toassesshomes
already affected by thein-
creasedroad heightandto
provide compensation for
thedamages”
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' Celebrations on stage... hardships in real Ilfe'
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Are greetings
alone _

We W|II always stahd byjournalists: CM
Vijay's greetings on National Press Day

CHENNAI: Ontheoccasi-
onofNational Press Day, Chief
Minister Vijayhasextended
his greetingsto journalists
and media professionals.
Inapostshared ontheplat-
form X’ (formerly Twitter),
hestated:

“Onthisday, celebrated
annuallyas National Press
Day—whichmarksthecomm-
encementofthe Press Council
of India—I extend myheartfelt
greetingstoallour friendsin
thepressand mediafraternity.
Asthe‘fourth pillar’ of dem-
ocracy; the press playsavital
rolebybringingsocialissuesto
light,advocating for therights
ofthepeople, fostering public

awareness,andensuringthat &

governmentwelfareschemes
reach thecitizens—allwhile
upholdingthenoblevalues
ofdemocracy.
Wewillalways stand by
thosejournalistsand media
professionals who operate
with truth, integrity, impart-

iality, credibility,andastrong #€™

senseofsocial responsibility.”

DMK President M.K. St-

alin hasalso extended his
greetings to journalists.
Inaposton X, heremarked:
“Ajournalist’sdutyisnotto
blindlyformopinionsbased
oncommon perceptionsor
personallikes and dislikes.
Whenthecollectivemindsetof

societyteeterson thebrinkof
decay, themedia—thefourth
pillar of democracy—bears
the crucial responsibility of
shapingandrefiningit.
Thisis precisely whythe
role of the mediais consid-
ered even more significant
than that of the other three

pillars” “Warm wishes on
National Press Daytoalljo-
urnalistswho carryouttheir
dutieswithintegrity, courage,
apassionate commitme-
nttouncoveringthetruth,
hard work, and patience!”
Thisiswhathasbeen stated
therein.

US, India, 8 Other Nations Unite for
Secure Super Intelligence Supply Chains

USA: The United States,
India, and eight other nations
havesignedthe San Francis-
co Declaration, pledgingto
strengthen cooperation on
sensitivetechnologies, critic-
alinfrastructure, and supply
chainsecurity for theemerging
Super Intelligence (SI) era.

Thissignificant agreement,
inked duringthe Pax Silica Fou-
nders Retreatin San Francisco,
brings together countrieslike
Australia, Israel, Japan, South
Korea, Qatar, Singapore, UAE,

andthe UK.

Thedeclaration unders-
coresthat economicsecurity
is fundamentalto national
security. Itestablishes acom-
mon framework to identify
and protect sensitive techn-
ologies—including goods,
software, and manufacturing
capabilities—and critical
infrastructuresuch asports,
transportationnetworks, and
communication systemsthat
arevitalto SIsupply chains.

Thegoalisto prevent theft,

illicittransfers, or hostile acq-
uisition that couldposerisksto
national and economicsecurity.

Participantsrecognizethat
nosinglecountrycansecurethe
foundationsoftheSIeraalone.
Theagreementemphasizesre-
ducingdependenciesthrough
diversified andtrusted supply
chains, ensuringaccesstocritical
technologies, and addressing
market distortions. Fivework-
inggroupswill beestablished to
fosterpracticalcollaboration on
policy frameworks, SIadopti-

onacrosssectors, supply chain
cooperation, secure hubs, and
SIsecurity.

India’sinvolvement high-
lightsits commitmentto stre-
ngtheningtrustedtechnology
partnershipsanddiversifying
critical supply chains.

Thiscollectiveeffortaims
tosafeguard prosperity and
independence by enhancing
vigilanceand cooperationin
anincreasinglyinterconnected
andtechnologically advanced
world.

Delhi.

Devotees offer UshaArghya tothe rlsmg sun on thefmal day ofChhath PujaatITO Chhath Ghat in New
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Conclusion of Kanda Sashti Festival: Grand

THE PLIGHT OF JOURNALISTS! Wedding CeremonyforLord Shanmukha W|th Valli

and DevasenaatPalani

PALANTI: Atthe Arulmigu
Dhandayuthapani Swamy
Temple in Palani—the th-
ird ofthe six sacred abodes
(*Arupadai Veedu*) of Lo-
rd Murugan—the Kanda

| .~ Sashtifestival concluded
7 today (November 16) with

agrand wedding ceremony
(*Thirukalyanam*)for Lord
Shanmukha,accompanied by
hisconsorts Valliand Devase-
na. Alargenumberofdevotees
gathered towitnesstheevent
andseek the Lord’sblessings.
The Kanda Sashtifestival is
celebrated with greatfervor
everyyearat the Palani Mu-
rugan Temple.

Thisyear, thefestival co-
mmenced on November 10
with the *Kaappu Kattuthal*
(theritualtying ofasacred

thread).

Throughoutthefestival,
the deitywashonored daily
with special *abhishekams*
(ritual bathing), elaborate
decorations, and prayers.
Thehighlight of the festival,
*Soorasamharam*—the
slaying ofthedemon Soora-
padmanbyLord Murugan—
took placeyesterdayevening
(November15).

The event was enacted
with great spectacle along
the*Giri Veedhis* (circum-
ambulatory paths) of Palani,
drawingavastcrowd of de-
voteeswho cametoworship
Lord Murugan. Following
this, thewedding ceremony
(*Thirukalyanam*)for Lord
Shanmukha, along with Valli
and Devasena, was held this

mormng in the *Thlrukaly—
ana Mandapam* (wedding
hall) atop thehill. From9:30
AM onwards, the deity was
adorned and worshipped
with special *abhishekams*
andrituals.

The wedding ceremony
was conducted amidst the
chanting of Vedic mantras.
Devoteespresentatthevenue
chanted “Arohara... Aroha-
ra..” with deep devotionas
theybeheld the Lord.

The temple premlses were
vibrantandbustlingwith the
presenceofalargenumber of
devotees.

InobservanceoftheKanda
Sashtifestival, thousands of
devoteeshad observedafast
(*vratham*) over the pastsix
days, offering their prayers
toLord Murugan. After wi-
tnessingthedivinewedding
ceremony (Thirukalyanam)
held today, thedevotees conc-
luded theirKanda Shashtifast.

Soorasamharam held grandly at Tiruchendur,
thanks tothe excellentarrangements by the Hindu
Religious and Chantable Endowments Department

THOOTHUKUDI: The
Soorasamharam festival
was conductedinagrand
manneratthe Tiruchendur £
Subramania Swamy Temple, (&

owingtotheexcellentarran- |

gements madebythe Hindu [*
Religiousand Charitable f

Endowments Department. |-
&

i

Inpreparation for the Sooras-
amharamatthe Tiruchendur
Subramania Swamy Temple,

temporarysheltersmade of |

corrugated metal sheets were
setupin 11locationswithin
the temple complex for the
convenience ofthedevotees.
Thousands of devotees
stayedin these shelters while
observingtheir *vratham*
(fasting). From childrento
adults, peoplearrivedatthese-
ashoreasearlyasthemorning
tosecurespotstowitnessthe
Soorasamharam. Bytheafter-
noon, thecrowdonthebeach
beganto grow significantly.
Whenthe Soorasamharam
event commenced at 4:00
PM, hundreds ofthousands
of devoteeshad gathered on
thebeach.
Theentirestretch of the
shorewasso packed with pe-
oplethatthesanditselfwas
nolongervisible—itwasa
seaofhumanheads.

CHENNAI: AMMK
General Secretary TTV Dh-
inakaran hasurged Chief
Minister [M.K.] Stalinto co-
nductaproperinvestigation
intotheallegationsagainst
Minister Vanniyarasuandto
takeactionifanyviolations
are confirmed. Inasocial
mediapostregarding this

Trump Administration Designates Nvidia,
Microsoftas Al ‘National Champions

USA: The Trump administ-
rationissettonametechnology
giantslike Nvidia, Amazon,
Microsoft, OpenAl, and
Anthropic,amongover two
dozen US firms, asartificial
intelligence (AI) ‘national ch-
ampions. Thisstrategicmove
aimstohelp Americantech
companiesexpand globally
and compete moreeffectively
with Chineserivals.

Sourcescited by The Wall

StreetJournalindicateaformal
announcementisexpected
withinthe comingweek,led
by CommerceSecretary Ho-
ward Lutnick. The program
encouragesforeign governm-
entsand businessestoadopt
US&developed Alsystems
over Chinese alternatives,
streamlining procurement
forinternational buyers.
Companies granted this
status mayreceive expedi-

ted exportlicenses, official
support forinternational
operations, and eligibility
forfederal funding.
Thisinitiative, firstunve-
iledayearago,isakeypartof
the Trump administration’s
broadertechnologystrategy
tobolster American Alinn-
ovationamid growingcom-
petition with Beijing.
Nvidiasinclusion comes
despiteincreased scrutiny

andevolving USregulations
on Al chipexportstoChina.
President Trump has often
lauded Nvidiaandits CEO,
Jensen Huang, for theirrole
inthe Alrevolution. However,
concernsaboutnational sec-
urityand potentialloopholes
allowing Chinese entities
accesstohigh&end Nvidia
componentshaveledto calls
forstricter controls. Lutnick
hasalsofaced criticismrega-

rdingalleged failurestoclose
theseloopholes, especially
givenhisreportedreluctan-
cetoalienate Beijingduring
tradenegotiations. Thean-
nouncementcoincideswith
Lutnicks planned diplomatic
visit to China with Trump
thisweek,asthe Commerce
Department preparesnew
regulationsto preventillicit
diversion ofhigh&perform-
ance processorstoBeijing.

.l

Forthe convenienceofthe
devotees, various organizati-
onsprovided *annadhanam*
(offering offood), drinking
water, and refreshments at
different pointsalongthe
beach.

Temporary parking fa-
cilities for private vehicles
werearrangedat 12]ocations.
Large LED screens were set
upat22spots—including the
temple circumambulation
path (prakaram)and thetem-
porary shelters provided for
devotees—tobroadcastthe
‘Soorasamharam’ eventlive.
Police monitored thearea
using 150 temporary CCTV
camerasinstalledaround the
temple complex.

Three temporary bus

“The actions of Minister
Vanniarasu—who chaseda
tiger within the Mudumalai

forestreserve, satatopaForest |
Departmentvehicletorecord !

avideo,and subsequently

terminals were established
outside the town. Free shuttle
busesoperated continuously
fromtheseparkingareasand
temporarybusterminalsto
the temple entrance. Police
personnel, stationed in 30
observation towers—incl-
udingthosealongthebea-
ch—monitored the crowd
usingbinoculars.

Theentirebeachareawas
alsokeptundersurveillan-
ceviafour drone cameras.
Additionally, fireand rescue
personnel were deployed
alongthebeach, equipped
withrescueboats and flot-
ationdevices.

Marine police co-
nducted patrols by boat.
The Soorasamharam festival

posteditasa Reel’ onsocial =4 3]

media—havebroughtgreat — | '}

disgracetothosewho claim

tochampion ‘socialjustice. i

A questionarisesasto
how Minister Vanniara-
su—whose portfolio has
nodirectconnectiontothe
Forest Department or forest
reserves—wasabletoroam
theforestaccompanied bya
contingent of forest officials.

Furthermore, thefactthat
these officials permitted him
toengageinbehavior that
threatens wildlife has spar-
ked significant controversy.
Withthe currentadministrat-
ion—frompartyfunctionaries
and MLAsallthewayuptothe
ChiefMinister—seemingly
obsessed with creating ‘Reels,

one cannothelp butwo-
nderifthis VCK Minister,
whoispartofthe govern-
ment, felt compelled tojoin
thetrend—evenatthe cost
of compromising the natu-
ral peaceand safety of wild
animals.

Doesholdingthe posit-
ion ofaMinister grantone
aspeciallegal exemption to
harass wildlife or trespass
into their natural habitats?
Will the Wildlife Protection
Act,whichappliestothose
who mistreat wild animals,
beinvoked against Minister
Vanniarasu?

wasattended by TamilNadu
Ministers Ramesh, Keerth-
ana, Srinath, Madan Raja,
and Prabhu; Commissioner
ofthe Hindu Religiousand
Charitable Endowments
(HR&CE) DepartmentD.G.
Vinay; District Collector Vi-
shuMahajan; District Forest
Officer Ilaiyaraja; Temple
Board of Trustees Chairman
Thirumurugan; Joint Com-
missioner Arunachalam;and
Tiruchendur Sub&Collector
Gautam,amongothers.
Thanksto the excellent
arrangementsmadeby the Hi-
nduReligiousand Charitable
Endowments Department,
theSoorasamharam festival
was conducted successfully
andonagrandscale.

“Investigate Vanniyarasu for threatening
wildlife”- TTV Dhinakaran

incident, Dinakaran stated: ﬁ W

Theseare the questions
nowbeingraised bythe public.
Therefore,Iurge Chief Mi-
nister Vijay to conducta
thoroughinvestigationinto
theallegations that Minister
Vanniarasu trespassed into
the Mudumalaiforestreserve
and harassed wildlife.

Iftheseviolationsare co-
nfirmed, strictactionmustbe
taken againstthe Minister, as
wellasall the forest officials
whofacilitated hisactions.”
“Vanniarasu, who poseda
threattowildanimals, must
bequestioned”-TTV Dh-
inakaran
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