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PrimeMinister NarendraModito
inaugurate’Pink’Metrolinetoday

BENGALURU: Prime
Minister Narendra Modiis
onavisitto Karnatakatoday
and tomorrow. Hewillarrive
inBengalurufrom Delhiby
aspecialflight thismorning.

At10:00 AM, hewill par-
ticipateinthe goldenjubilee
celebrations of ‘Prashanti
Kutiram, theheadquarters
of the Swami Vivekananda
Yoga Anusandhana Sams-
thana (S&VYASA)located
in Anekal, near Bengaluru.
PrimeMinister Modiattended
thegoldenjubilee celebrat-
ions ofthe Swami Vivekan-
anda Yoga organizationin
Bengaluru. Speakingonthe
occasion, hesaid, “Thad the
opportunity toexperience
theremarkable power of Yoga

Children’s Day: CM Vijay distributes caketo

herein Bengaluru.
Karnatakaisalandthat
has given birth to manyteac-
hersandscholarsassociated
with Yoga. InBengaluru, the
renowned Kannadaactor
Dr.Rajkumar was himse-
Ifapractitioner of Yoga. It
is due to India’s efforts th-
atInternational Yoga Day
is celebrated worldwide.”
“Wherever I travel, people
bringup the topic of Yoga
duringlunch ordinner. Yo-
gahasbecomeasymbol for
understanding India; many
royal familieshave dedicated
themselvesentirelytoit.

school studentsm Kolathur, Chennal

CHENNALI: Ontheocca-
sion of Children’s Day, Chief

sflw *

Minister Vijaylaunchedan ﬁ)a ’3

initiative this morningto wgg 5a

distribute cake to school
students.

He personallyhanded
outcaketostudentsatasc-
hoolin Kolathur, Chennai.

The Chief Minister distrib-
uted caketo studentsat the #

Corporation MiddleSchool
in Maduma Nagar, Kolath-
ur, Chennai, coveringevery

classintheschool. He was |}
accompanied by Ministe- 9§

rsRajmohan, Srinath,and
Jagadeeswari, along with
various government officials.
Duringthevisit, somestudents
appeared dressed as national
leaders,and Chief Minister
Vijayspenttimeinteracting
withthem.
Healsopersonallyfed cake
tosomeofthekindergarten
children. Following the Ch-
ief Minister’s distribution of
cake, theinitiative wasrolled
outacross governmentand
government&aided schools
throughout Tamil Nadu. Re-
portsindicate that Ministers
and officialsare overseeing
the distribution processin
theirrespective districts.
Children’s Dayis celebrated
annuallyon November 14th.
Inlight of this, the Tamil
Nadugovernmentdecided
toprovide caketoschoolstu-
dentsalongside theirmidday
nutritious meal this year.
To facilitate this, the Tamil
Nadu Civil Supplies Corp-
orationissuedashort&term

tenderon October 11th, valu-
edatRs.9.27 crore. Based on
this, contracts for the supply
of cakes wereawarded to four
prominentcompanies,anda
total 0f6,246,412 cake packets
—eachweighingapproximat-
ely45 grams—wereprocured.
Ofthese, Britannia supp-
lied 1,003,996 cakes (45¢g
each), while Dream Bake
provided 3,387,459 cakes
(in45gand 50g variants).
Elite Natural supplied
1,060,861 cakes (45g ea-
ch), and ITC produced
848,096 cakes (43.2geach).
Marking Children’s Day, Chief
Minister Vijaylaunched the
governmentinitiative today
around 10:00 AM by distr-
ibuting cakesto studentsat
the ChennaiMiddle School
in Kolathur.

Initially, itwas expected
thatthe Chief Minister wo-
uldlaunch this schemein
the Ambasamudram const-
ituency; however, thevenue
wassubsequently changed to

Kolathur.Intheareasunder
the Greater Chennai Corp-
oration, cakesand greeting
cardsarebeing distributed
to2.90lakh students.

)) ‘TVK government
isundermining the Am-
bedkar Overseas Higher
Education Scholarship Sc-
heme’ - Stalin’s accusation
Chennai: M.K. Stalin has
accused the TVK (Tamilaga
Vetri Kazhagam) govern-
ment of undermining the
‘Annal Ambedkar Overseas
Higher Education Scholar-
ship Scheme’InapostonX
(formerly Twitter) regarding
this, he questioned: “Why
doesthe TVK government
harbor such animosity to-
ward the Annal Ambedkar
Overseas Higher Educat-
ion Scholarship Scheme?
Whyareyou causing distress
and mentalagonytostudents
bywithholdingtheir tuition
feedisbursements, evenafter
theyhave submitted all the
required documentation?

Aresponseobtained thr-
oughanRTI (Rightto Infor-
mation) inquiryhasrevealed
that, for the currentacademic
year, thescholarshiphasbeen
released toonly 65 outofthe
164 students who secured

admission to educational

institutionsabroad.

What pretext does this
governmentintend to useag-
ainsttheremainingstudents?
If students are subjected
tosuchhardship,how can
students from Scheduled
Castesand Scheduled Tribes
continuetorelyon thissch-

emetopursuetheirdreams |

ofhighereducationabroad?
Whyisthe TVK government
so obsessed with dismant-
lingawell&implemented
scheme that was successf-
ully executed by the DMK
government? It seems that
the ‘social justice’ —which
isexplicitlyincludedinthe
department’sveryname—is
nowheretobeseeninactual
practice!”

Horrificmulti- vehicle collisionin the UAE;
14 dead, including Indian nationals

ABUDHABI: A truck
wastravelingalongthe Sh-
eikh Khalifabin Zayed Road
in Fujairah, United Arab
Emirates, when the driver
suddenlylostcontrol.

Thetruckveeredoffcourse

and collided violently with
acartravelingahead ofit.
Asthisoccurred on amaj-
or highway, other vehicles
approachingathigh speed
wereunabletoreactintime,
leadingtoachain&reaction

collision involving 23 vehi-
cles. The diesel tank of the
initial truck caughtfire,and
theflamesrapidlyspreadto
the othervehiclesinvolved
inthe pile&up. Thishorrific
accidentresultedin the deaths

of 14 people,includingIndian
nationals, whileanother 30
individualssustained serious
injuries. TheIndian Consulate
in Dubaihas confirmed that
atleastthree of the victims
were from the state of Kerala.

Yogahasalsoevolved
! intoasignificantsport, wi-

% “Overthepast12years,
B [ndiahasconfidentlysho-
i| wcaseditsculture,identity,
j knowledge,andscienceto

Wehaveencouraged

~ ¥ researchin traditional
e medicine,and today, we

il arewitnessingtheresults.
Exportsof AYUSH pro-
ductsand herbal goods
from Indiaare steadily

Karnataka GovernorSudhaYadavandCM DK. Shivakumarare participating

increasing. Furthermore, the
introduction of the e&AYU-
SHvisahasmadeiteasier for

. peopletoaccessIndia’strad-

itional systems of medicine,”

> Prime Minister Modi stated.

Later,at 12:45PM, hewill
inauguratethe ‘Pink Line’ Me-
troservice—stretchingfrom
TavarekeretoIIM Bengaluru
—andtakearideontheline.
Karnataka Governor Sudha
Yadavand Deputy ChiefMi-
nister D.K. Shivakumar will
alsobepresentattheevent.
Following this,at 1:15PM,
the Prime Minister will la-
unch development projects
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inBengaluruworth315,600
croreand dedicate completed
projectstothenation.

Hewillalsoflagofta Vande
Bharat Express train, which
willrun from Bengaluruto
Madgaonin Goa,via Man-
galuru.

Following this, Prime
Minister Modiwill travel to
Mysuru, where he will par-
ticipateinatree&planting
eventat Bharat Bhavan at
3:30 PM. At4:00 PM, he will
inaugurate the Cosmos P1-
anetarium, whichhasbeen
constructed in Mysuru. In
light of the Prime Minister’s
visit, tight police security
andtrafficrestrictionshave
beenimplemented in both
Bengaluruand Mysuru.

PM part|C|pates in the Golden Jubilee celebratlons ofPrashantl Kutlram in Bengaluru Karnataka.

Argentina: Our Partnership Keeps
Indlan Kitchens Running Affordably

NS

NEW DELHI: Argen-
tine Ambassador to India,
Mariano Agustin Caucino,
hasemphasized Argentina’s
criticalrolein ensuringfood

supplier of edible oils, acc-
ounting for over 60% of the
crudesoybeanoilimports.
Thissteady supply, henoted,
helps maintain stableand
affordable cookingoil prices
forIndianhouseholds.
Theambassador pointed
outtherobusttraderelation-
ship, withbilateral traderea-

. chingarecord US$6.9billion
in2025. Agro&industrial

8 productsformthebackbone

security forIndian families.

Speakingat the Bharat
Agriculture Conference2026,
Caucino highlighted that
ArgentinaisIndia’slargest

Microsoft Service Qutage:

NEWDELHI: A global Mi-
crosoftservice outagehasoccu-
rred,impactingflightoperatio-
nsinthenational capital, Delhi.
Hereiswhattheairlineshave
reported: Dueto the Micro-
softservice outage, Spice]et
has cancelled three flights
—thoseoperatingbetween
Delhi-Pune, Delhi-Leh,and
Delhi-Mumbai. Additionally,
twoother flightsoperated by
theairlinehavefaced delays.
Meanwhile, Air India has
stated thatitsflight operati-

onsremainunaffectedbythe
Microsoftoutage.

However, theairlinehas
advised passengersto check
the status of their flightsin
advance. AirIndiaalsonoted
thatitscommunicationsyste-
msarefunctioning normally.

Otherairlines, including
IndiGoand Akasa Air, have
issued similaradvisories to
their passengers. The Delhi
Airportauthorities have
alsoissuedanalerttotrave-
lers. Microsoft 365 service-

ofthisgrowing partnership.

| Caucinoalsostressedthepot-

entialfor deeper cooperation
inagricultural technology,
citingdiscussionsondrones
andsmartfarmingduringthe
4th Joint Trade Committee

meeting.Furthermore, he
mentioned that Argentina’s
experienceinlarge&scale
dronesprayingand precision
agriculture can complement
India’s drone manufacturing
capabilities. Theambassador
alsonotedthat Argentinepu-
rchasesofIndianagricultural
machinery, particularlytra-
ctors,haveseenasignificant
34%increasebetween 2019
and 2025. With India now
Argentina’s sixth&largest
economicpartner, Caucino
expressed optimism for con-
tinued expansion, including
openingmarketsfor products
like Argentinecitrus, walnuts,
andIndianonionsandgrapes.

3Flights Cancelledin Delhi

s—whichinclude Outlook
and Teams—are currently
down,and Microsoftisacti-
velyworkingtorestorethem.
The Microsoftservice disr-
uptionbegan globally early
today (November 13).

The outagehasaffected
regionsacrossthe Americ-
as,Europe, Asia,and Africa.
Approximately 74 countries
areexperiencingdisruptions
to Microsoft365 services, le-
avingmillions of usersunable
toaccessthem. Meanwhile,

Microsoftstated thatitiswo-
rkingtorestoretheaffected
services.

However, theservicesare
notyetoperational. Microsoft
hasindicated that theinitial
restoration efforts did not
yield the expected results.
The companystated thatitis
currentlyexploringalterna-
tivesolutions.

Furthermore, itexplained
thatitisattemptingtobring
theservicesbackonline by
restartingtheaffected servers.
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Today horoscope

You will devise new ways to resolve old prob-
' Jlems. Youmay secureanewjob. Your father’shealth
3 willimprove. Old friends may reach out to you.
Uln business, your partners will be cooperative. At
theworkplace, avoid interfering in matters that
donotconcernyou.

Youmayneedto putinextraeffortregarding . \
your son’seducation. There willbe positive prog- >
ressin discussions concerning your daughter SU
marriage. Try to beaccommodating with your ik
familymembers. Donotrushintodecisionsin
business. Your workload at the officeislikely
toincrease.

Happlness will prevailin your family. Your mother’s

| health willremain stable. Thearrival of relatives
gE 0 willbringalivelyatmosphere toyourhome.
w Unnecessary arguments in business will cease,
and profits will rise. Travels will prove satisfying.
Confusion will dissipate, and happiness will settle
within the family. You will take pride in the achievements of
your children. Inbusiness, you may gain
advantages through interactions with people
from differentlinguistic or religious back
grounds. Atwork, you will complete your tasks
promptlyand earnappreciation from
your superiors.
Youwillfindjoyin meetingloved ones. Engagein
open, heart-to-heart conversations with your
familymembers. Issueslikeheadachesand
sleeplessness will subside. Inbusiness, youwillbe

abletorecoverlong-pending dues. Atthework
place, itisbestto focussolely on your own tasks.

Meeting certain prominentindividuals
maybringabout positive changesin yourlife.
Yourinterestin spiritual matters will grow. In
business, your staft will prove helpful; con-
sider theadvice offered by new partners. Your
professional career will flourish.

Youwilllisten to the wishes of your family membersand
fulfillthem. Youmay secureanewjob. Youwillbe showered
gprmgyvithaffection fromyour children. Atthe workplace,
v youwillsuccessfully complete yourassigned
duties.Inbusiness, youwill attract customers

by employing new strategies.

Youwillfind solutionstolong-standing problems by
adoptingafreshapproach. Youmayacquire new electronic
itemsforyourhome. Inbusiness, youwillhave
the opportunityto connectwithinfluential
people. Attheworkplace,avoidany conflictwith {
your superiors.

Makeimportantdecisions with care. Listen to the advice
ofeldersbefore takingaction. Youmayincur expenses
related to your vehicle. In business, you willhave
toputinextraeffortto collect outstanding dues;
however, by employing new strategies, you will
achievesuccess. Maintaina calm demeanor
atyourworkplace.

Youmaygain benefits through peopleyoumeet,
unexpectedly. Relativesand friends willreach outto
you. Therewillbe peaceand contentment within

) che i[ K
willfinallybe completed. Youwilllearn the nuances

your family. Pending government-related tasks
of conductingbusiness. Avoid gettinginto

argumentsatyourworkplace.

A

Yourdrivetoachieveyour goalswillintensify.
Youwill form friendships withinfluential people
insociety. Your elder siblings willbe supportive.
Inbusiness, value the opinions of your partners.
Your responsibilitiesat theworkplace will increase.

Confusionwilldissipate, bringinghappiness to your fami-
ly. Anyunderlying tensionbetween youand
your spouse will resolve. Youcanexpectan
inflow of money,and expensesrelated to your
vehiclewill decrease.

'Ramayana’sets angwrecord by
crossingRs.1,000 crorg n global
boxoﬁlcecollectwnsm [ust8 days

MUMBALI:
Thefilm Ramaya-
na’, directed by
Nitesh Tiwariand
starring Ranbir
Kapoor, Yash, and
Sai Pallavi, has
4 setanewrecord
il by surpassingRs

1,000 crore in
globalbox office collections within just 8 days of its release.
Produced on agrand scale and directed by Nitesh Tiwari,
‘Ramayana - Part I’wasreleased worldwide on November
5, coincidingwith the Diwalifestival. The film features Ran-
bir Kapoor as Rama, Sai Pallavi as Sita, Yash as Ravana,
RaviDubey as Lakshmana, and Sunny Deol as Hanuman.
Fromtheday of itsrelease, the filmreceived an overwhelming
response from audiences and has been a massive box office
success.

The Diwali holiday period further boosted atten-
dance, leadingto packed theaters. By the afternoon of the
8thday (November 12), ‘Ramayana’ reached the mon-
umental milestone of Rs 1,000 crore in global earnings.
With this achievement, ‘Ramayana’ has becomethe 11th
Indian filmto crossthe Rs 1,000 crore mark globally. Fur-
thermore, it now ranks third amongthe fastest Indian films
tojointheRs 1,000 crore club, following ‘Pushpa 2’ (7 days)
and ‘Durandhar2’(7 days). Ramayana’ has easily surpassed
therecords previously set by films such as ‘Baahubali2’ (10
days), RRR’(16days), KGF2’(18days), Jawan’ (18 days),
and ‘Pathaan’ (27 days).

Itisnoteworthythat the second installment of this film is
scheduledforrelease during Diwali 2028. Furthermore, the
recentrevelation that the film will be released as a three-part
series has heightened anticipation.
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The Union Ministerfor Defence, Shr| Rajnath SinghaddressingtheAir Force Commanders Conference,

inNew Delhi.

Those married in India cannot obtaina
divorceabroad: Supreme Court ruling

NEWDELHI:In2003,a
couplewasmarriedin Andhra
PradeshaccordingtoHindu
religiousrites. Followingtheir
marriage, thecouplesettledin
the United Kingdom.

Aftersomeyears, differen-
cesarosebetween thehusband
andwife. Subsequently; in2007,

thewifereturnedto Andhra
Pradesh. Thehusband made
persistentefforts to obtain
adivorcethroughacourtin
AndhraPradesh,buthisat-
tempts were unsuccessful.
Thehusband, whoworkedas
adoctorinthe UK, acquired
British citizenshipin Febru-

ary2013. Citingthis, hefiled
fordivorceinaBritish court
and obtained adecree. Foll-
owingthis,heenteredintoa
second marriagein the UK.
Inconnectionwith thismatt-
er,acomplaintwasfiled with
the AndhraPradeshpoliceon
behalfofthefirstwife.

Based onthis, thepolice
registereda caseagainstthe
husband, hisparents,andhis
secondwife. A petitionwasfiled
inthe AndhraHigh Courton
behalfofthehusband, seeki-
ngtohavethiscasequashed.
The High Courtdismissed
thepetition.

Protection Law for Investors is Essential: Andhra

VISAKAPATINAM The
‘Investors’ Conference&2026’
beganyesterdayin Visakh-
apatnam, Andhra Pradesh.
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
attended the three&dayev-
entasthe chiefguest. Other
notableattendeesincluded
Union Minister Rammohan

Naidu, AndhraPradesh
.| Deputy ChiefMinister
Pawan Kalyan, as well
asCEOsand managing
directorsof companies
from 58 countries.

Inaugurating the
conference, Andh-
raPradesh Chief Minister
ChandrababuNaidu stated:
“Under myleadership, eight
suchinvestors conferences
havebeenheldsofar.Itishea-
rtening that many companies
have come forward tosetup
businesses here, placing their

trustinme.
SinceJune2024,714ag-
reements havebeensigned,
representing investments
worth Rs 22.61akh crore.
Ofthis, investments amo-
untingto Rs7.3lakh crore
are currently atthe stage of
commencingoperations. It
iscrucialtoenactalaw that
providesproper protection
toinvestors—arequestIpl-
acebefore Union Minister
Piyush Goyal. Often, when
governments change, in-
dustriesbecome targets of

CM Chandrababu Naidu Urges

political vendetta”

In thisregard, we will
enactlegislation through the
AndhraPradesh Cabinet,
Legislative Assembly, and
Legislative Counciland sub-
mitit. Ifsuchalawisenacted
atthenationallevel,noone
willbeabletohinderIndia’s
growth—hestated. Union
Minister Piyush Goyal re-
marked thatwhenitcomes
toinstilling confidencein
investors, Chandrababu
Naiduistrulyinaleague of
hisown.

Shooting nearthe White House in the
U.S. leaves 2 dead and 4 critically injured

WASHINGTON: The
White House, the official
residence ofthe U.S. Presi-
dent,islocatedin Washin-
gton, D.C.—anareaunder
thehighestlevel of security.
Yesterday,ashootingoccu-
rredinthe Logan Circlear-
ea,approximatelyonemile
northofthe White House.

Anunidentifiedindi-

vidualenteredagymand
suddenlyopenedfire.
Theassailantthenleftthe
gymand proceededtoa
nearbyapartmentcomplex,
whereheopenedfireinthe
ground&floorparkingar-
ea. Thissparked widespre-
ad panicandalarm, causing
peopleinthevicinityto
scatterinalldirectionsto

escape. One personwaskil-
ledintheshooting,and four
otherssustained critical
injuries. Uponreceivingre-
portsoftheincident, police
andsecurityforcesrushed
tothescene. Theyrescued
theinjuredindividualsand
transported themtoahos-
pitalformedicaltreatment.
Meanwhile, the unidentif-

iedindividual who opened
firewenttothe7thfloorof
anapartmentbuildingand
tookhisownlifebyshoot-
inghimself. Thepoliceare
conductinganintensive
investigation into the moti-
vebehind theshooting. The
incident,whichoccurred
near the White House, cau-
sedamajorstir.

800 Spurious Books Removed from Library
Named After Karunanidhiin Madurai

MADURALI:800books,
whichhadbeen assigned
fakeregistration numbers,

havebeenremovedfroma
libraryin Madurainamed
| after Karunanidhi. It was
previouslydiscovered that
~ alibraryin Coimbatore—
_ named after E.V.R. (Peri-
| yar)—containedspurious
books from publishers
identified as ‘Agalvilakku’
and ‘Phoenix’ Followingthis,
aninspectionwasconducted
atthelibraryin Madurai
named after Karunanidhi
regardingbooks procured
fromsimilar publishers.

Throughananalysisbased

ontheInternational Standard
Book Number (ISBN)—a
uniqueidentifierforbooks—it
wasrevealed thatbooksbearing
thename of ‘Phoenix’ pub-
lisherswere, infact, spurious.
Itwas found that ‘Phoenix’
publishershad printedand
supplied thesebookstothe
librarybyobtaining ISBNsfor
titlesand authorsof worksthat
arenolongerunder copyright.
Consequently, thelibrary
administration removed 800
booksassociated with Phoe-
nix’publishers. Thesebooks

hadbeenprocured duringthe
2022-23 period,underthe
DMK administration.
Alibrary official stated:
“Followingthis controversy,
anorderwasissuedtoremove
allbooksattributed to ‘Phoe-
nix’ publishers. Accordingly,
800 books—covering 356
titlesacrossvarioussubjects,
including English, science,
and computer science—were
removed.” Theofficialadded
thattherewerenobooksfrom
‘Agalvilakku’ publishers pres-
entinthecollection.

Erode: 17workersunderthe 100 day employment scheme sustain

roadside.

Theworkers, whoare partofthe

@ 1 342
ERODE: nErode district,near Go—
bichettipalayam, 17 workersemployed
underthe 100&dayruralemployment
schemewereinjured afteracar, which

had gone out of control, plowed into
them while theywerestandingbythe

theirwork.

Atthatmoment,aspeedingcar—a-
ttempting to make way foran oncoming
two&wheeler—swerved suddenly.
Thedriverlost control of the vehicle,
whichthenveered offtheroadand str-
uckthe group of workers. In thishorrific
accident, 17 workerssustained serious

injuries.

serlousmjurlesafterbemgh|t bya car

ot ) Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
¥ Employment Guarantee Scheme
d (MGNREGS)andhail fromtheareas
surrounding Gobichettipalayam,
were standing by theroadside for

Uponlearning of theincident,
localresidentsand rescue teamsru-
shed to thescene, transported the
injured via ‘108’ ambulances to the

Government Hospital in Gobichetti-

palayam,wheretheyare currentlyun-
dergoingintensive medical treatment.
The Gobichettipalayam police have
registeredacaseandare conductinga
thorough investigation. Theincident
has caused significantshockand sor-
rowinthearea.
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Discarded Batteries, Resources
We Cannot Afford toLose

A nation’s wealth does not Tie
buried beneathits soilalone. Itisalso
embedded in the products its people use
anddiscard.
Lithiumand
othercriti-
calminerals
containedin |
India’s ba-
tterywaste
are a compe-
11ing exam-
ple. Whether we regard themas rubbishor
as capital for tomorrow’s economy will
reveal the quality of our foresight.

The mineral&rich powder produced by
shredding spent Tithium&ion batteries
and battery manufacturingwaste is known
as “blackmass”. TheDirectorate General
of ForeignTrade’s decision toprohibit
exports of black mass generatedinIndia
deserves awelcome. Though overdue, it co-
rrects aglaring economic contradiction.

On the one hand, domestic recycling
plants have been unable to operate at
full capacity because they lack feedst-
ock. On the other, the verymaterial they
heed has been shipped abroad. The comme-
rceministryitself has stated that some
recyclers had to import material tomeet
their requirements. What kind of policy
allows our resources to Teave the country
whiTlemakingour industries dependent on
supplies fromelsewhere?

This contradiction becomes even mo-
re troublingwhen viewed alongside the
%1,500 crore committed to expanding rec-
ycling capacity under a scheme approved
by the Union Cabinet in September 2025.
What economic sense does it make to fund
recyclingplantswhile allowing their
essential feedstock to flowout of the
country? Indiawas exportinga source of
Tithium that requirednominingatall.

Critical minerals areno Tonger mer-
elyindustrial inputs. They have become
instruments of national strategy. Waste
containing thoseminerals has acquired
the same importance. Chinaaccounts for
more than three&quarters of theworld’s
capacity to pre&treat batterywaste and
90% of its capacity to recover materials
fromit. InMarch 2025, the European Un-
ionclassifiedblack mass as hazardous
waste, with the stated aimof retaining
itwithin the European economy. When the
world recognises thewealth inwaste, In-
dia cannot afford indifference.

Yet an export prohibition does not com-
plete the task. Thewithdrawal of foreign
buyers could reduce the prices domestic
recyclers pay for blackmass. That could,
inturn, hurt collectors’ earnings and
weaken the incentive to collect discarded
batteries. The government must address
this risk. If falling prices undermine
the collection network, the purpose of
the prohibitionitselfwill suffer.

The answer is not to reopen the export
gates. Itis toestablish transparent ma-
rket practices that ensure fair prices,
convenient collection facilities and
dependable Tinkswith 1icensed recycli-
ng plants. Indian recyclers, meanwhile,
must demonstrate theirability to recover
Tithiumefficiently at scale. Government
protection cannot become a substitute for
industrial performance.

The next major challenge is tobring
batteries lying forgotten in household
drawers, and those trapped inside disca-
rded electronic devices, intoauthorised
recycling facilities. Local authorities,
manufacturers, retailers and recycling
companies must all take responsibili-
ty. Thereis littlevalue in speakingof
recovering resources fromwaste unless
people have safe and convenient ways to
hand it over.

The International Energy Agency est-
imates that India’s announced recycling
capacitywouldbe able to handleonly on-
e&tenth of the country’s batterywastein
2040. That projectionalone reveals the
enormous gap between future requirements
and current preparedness.

Recovered Tithiummust find its way
back intoelectricvehicles, newbattery
cells and energy storage systems. It must
also support the expansion of renewable
energy.

Stopping exports is the first step.
Recovering every spent battery as anat-
ional resource is the larger goal. India
must become a nation that creates wealth
fromwaste.

\_ Editor- New india f1 asD
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Some people think they carry the Constitution Heist of Gold and Diamond Jewelry Worth Rs. 21 Crore

intheir shirt pockets: PM Modi's dig

NEW DELHI: Without
explicitlynaming Congress
MPRahul Gandhi, Prime
Minister Moditookanind-
irectdigathim, remarking
thatsomepeopleseemtobe-
lievetheycarrythe Constit-
utionintheirshirtpockets.

Speakingataconference
organizedbyaprivatenews
channelin Delhi, PMModi

stated thatagricultural
developmentandtheemp-
owermentoffarmersplay
acrucialroleinachieving
thegoal ofa“ViksitBharat’
(DevelopedIndia). Heem-
phasizedthathisgovernm-

ent’sprimaryobjectiveisto
transform farmersinto ‘agr-
i&entrepreneurs’ Henoted
thatsomeindividualsactas
ifthenation’s Constitution
anddemocracyaretucked
awayintheirownshirtpo-
ckets. Eventhoughtheyare
notcurrentlyin power, they
harboranexcessivesenseof
entitlement—behavingasif
theystillholdauthority. Itis
apeculiar form of ‘intoxic-
ationwith power Whengl-
obalcrudeoil pricessurged,
thecentralgovernmentab-
sorbedRs43 ofthepotential
Rs50&per&literincreasein

diesel prices,ensuringthat
theburdenonfarmersand
thegeneral publicwaslimit-
edtojustRs7.
Whilediesel pricesin
neighboringcountriesrose
by40to 50 percentduring
thesameperiod, theIndian
governmenthasbeenshou-
lderingafinancialburden of
Rs14,000croreeverymonth
tokeepfuel pricehikesin
check.Overthelast12years,
thecentralgovernmenthas
spentRs16lakh croretoens-
urethatfarmershaveaccess
toaffordablefertilizers. The
Prime Ministeralsoenc-

ouraged farmerstoadopt
natural farming practices.
Hehighlightedthat
whileabagof DAPfertilizer
costsRs5,000in theintern-
ational market, itis provi-
dedtoIndianfarmersfor
Rs1,300;similarly,abagof
urea, whichsellsforRs 3,000
internationally,ismadeav-
ailabletoIndian farmersfor
lessthanRs300.
“Wearekeepingagric-
ultural costsunder control
andensuringtheavailability
offertilizersataffordable
prices,” said Prime Minister
Modi.

“If Modi debates me face to face, hewon’tbe
ableto continueas PM” - Rahul Gandhi

NEW DELHI: Senior
Congressleader Rahul Ga-
ndhihasonceagainissueda
challenge, stating thatif Prime
Minister Modiweretoengage
inaface&to&face debate with
him, the Prime Ministerwould
notbeabletoremainin office.
Duringa Q&A sessiononIn-
stagram, Gandhiremarked,
“WheneverItrytospeakin
Parliamenton criticalissues
—suchasthefarmlawsorthe

situation with China—
mymicrophoneisswitc-
hedoff,andIamdenied
permissiontocontinue”
“Wedon’tneedlong,
drawn&out debates. I
am calling foradirect,
face&to&facediscus-
sionwhere Prime Minister
Modisits on one side ofa
tableandIsiton theother,
andwepresentourrespective
chargesagainsteachother”

“Ihavenoob-
jectionifhe
choosessome-
onelike Adani
Group chair-
man Gautam
AdaniorRSS
chiefMohan
Bhagwat to moderate this
debate. Aftersuchaface&t-
o&facediscussion withme,
Prime Minister Modiwould
nolongerbeabletocontinue

Apartment building collapses in
New York; 8 dead, mcIudngchlldren

WASHINGTON: Inthe
Brooklynborough of New
York, USA, athree&story
apartment building sud-
denly collapsed yesterday.
Thecollapseoccurred while
constructionworkwasunde-
rwayonanadjacentsite, with
debrisfromtheapartment
buildingfallingontothe co-
nstructionarea.

Uponreceivingnewsofthe
incident, firefightersrushedto
thescenetocarryoutrescue
operations. Effortswereham-
peredbyrain. Construction

workerswhowere on&51te atthe
timeofthecollapsewereamong
thosetrappedintherubble.
Eightpeople,includingtwo
children, havediedinthe
incident. Another 18individ-

ualswere rescued withserious
injuriesandhavebeenadmi-
ttedtohospitals. Athorough
investigationisunderwayto
determine the cause of the
suddencollapse.

India, Oman, UAE Form Trilateral Committee
toTackIeWestA3|aA|rspaceChaIIenges

USA: Union Civil Avia-
tion Minister Ram Mohan
Naiduannounced the form-
ation ofatechnical trilateral
committee involving India,
Oman, and the United Arab
Emirates (UAE).

This committeeaimsto
address operational challe-
ngesin West Asianairspace
amidstevolving geopolitical
tensions. Naiduheld discu-

=« § ;
ssions with UAE Minister
of Economyand Tourism
Abdulla Bin Touq Al Ma-
rri, where the agreement
wasreached. Theinitiative
comes as theregion faces
significant disruptions due
to ongoing conflictsinvolv-
ingthe United States, Israel,
andIran,anddroneattacks
by Yemen’s Houthirebels.
These events have created

complex challengesfor flight
operationsand regional air
trafficmanagement.
Minister Naidu emph-
asized the need for greater
regional coordination to
ensuresafeand efficient air
travel. The establishment
of this committeeis seen
asaproactive step to find
coordinated solutionsand
mitigaterisks.
Themeetingalsolaid the
groundwork for upcoming
technical discussions within
theInternational Civil Avi-
ation Organization (ICAO)
concerningits Middle East
and Asia&Pacificregions,
highlightinga collaborative
approachtoregionalaviation
security and efliciency.

Thereare 25.13 lakhvoters in Madurai district

MADURAI: Madurai
districthas25.13lakh voters.
Followingthe processofnew
additionsand deletions, the
finalelectoral rollwillbe publ-
ishedonJanuary4ofnextyear.
OnNovember 12, District
Collector Nishanth Krishna
released the draftelectoral
rollfortheinclusion of new
voters. District Revenue
Officer (DRO) Jayapreetha,
Personal Assistant Selvi,
Tahsildar Senthamarai Va-
1li,and otherswere present.
The draft roll includes
12,29,742menand 12,83,703
women, totaling 25,13,711
votersinthedistrict.

Applicationsfortheaddi-

tion, deletion, or correction of
voter detailscanbe submitted
untilDecember11. Those
whowillreachtheageof 18by
January 1arealsoeligibleto
apply. Form6shouldbeused
fornew registrations, Form7
fordeletions,and Form 8 for
corrections—suchaschanges
inaddress,issuance ofanew
voter ID card, or updating
detailsregarding persons
with disabilities.
Applicationscanalsobe
submitted onlineathttps://v-
oters.eci.gov.in. Additionally,
special campswillbeheld at
respective polling stations
onNovember21,22,and 29,
whereapplicationscanbesu-

bmitted. Theseapplications
willundergofield verification
beforebeingincorporated
intotheelectoralroll, which
will be finalized and pub-
lished onJanuary4,2027.
The Collector stated that,
followingareorganization of
pollingstationslast month,
7new polling stations were
establishedtoaccommodate
locationsthat previouslyhad
morethan 1,200 voters.
Onepollingstation with
averylownumber of voters
hasbeenmerged withanea-
rbypollingstation. Based on
this, hestated thattherearea
totalof 3,082 pollingstations
inthedistrict.

inhisposition,” hestated. BJP
leadershavesharplycriticized
thischallenge,accusing Rahul
Gandhiof shyingawayfrom
debatesin Parliament—the
veryvenuewheresuchdiscu-
ssionsare meantto take place.
Commenting on the matt-
er, Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said,
“Rahul Gandhiislooking for
adifferentvenueforadebate,
butheshouldrealizethatthe
appropriate place for such
discussionsisalreadythe
Parliament.

Instead of issuing such
challenges, Rahul Gandhi
shouldactwithgreater seriou-
snessandasenseof responsibi
lity”?

ataMaduralJeweIryStore ANewTW|stEmerges

MADURALI: Theoccurt-
enceof 15 murdersinvarious
locations across Tamil Na-
duontheday of Diwali has
caused amajor stir. Amidst
allegations from opposition
partiesthatlawandorder has
collapsed, a heist at anewly
openedjewelrystorein Mad-
uraihascomeasafreshshock.
A new showroom of Tanis-
hq Jewellersislocated in the
NehruNagar area, alongthe
Palanganathame>Kalavasal
bypassroadin Madurai. The
store had opened only a few
days ago.

The threeéstory build-
ing features a ground floor
designated for vehicle park-
ing, while thefirst floor hou-
sesthe gold jewelry section.
Work was underway on the
second floor—intended for
diamond jewelry—and the
third floor, which was being
prepared for silver jewelry
andsilverware. Additionally,
construction work is ongoing
inthe areas surroundingthe
storeandin theparkingzone.

For this purpose, scaffo-
Idingmade of ironrods had
beenerected at therear of the
building. Yesterday morning,
around9:30AM, staffarrived
toopenthestore. Uponentering,
they weremet withashocking
sightonthefirstfloor: alarge
quantity of jewelryintended
forsalehadvanished. Empty
boxesthatonceheldtheitems
werefoundscattered about. It
became clear that a massive

Convictescapesfrom
Maduraicourt

MADURALI: A convict, sentenced toimprisonment
byaMadurai courtinaganja (cannabis) possession case,
managed to escapeafterasking tousetherestroom.
On May 20,2024, the Dindigul Prohibition Enforcement
Wingpolice were conducting vehicle checks near the ‘Va-

ndiKaruppanasamy’ temple
ontheTrichyNational High-
way, near Ayyalur.
Duringtheoperation,
theyseized 30kilograms of
ganjafromanauto&ricksh-
aw. A case was subsequently
registered againstsixindivi-
duals: Subramani, Madhan-
kumar, Madhubalan, Tham-
araikannan, Madhavan,and
Raja—allfrom Dindigul.
Thetrialtookplaceatthesp-

ecial courtin Madurai, which handlescasesrelated tothe
Narcotic Drugsand Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)

Act. PresidingJudge G. Sudhakarruled that the prosecu-

tionhad proven the chargesagainstthe sixindividuals—

Subramani, Madhankumar,

Raja,and the others—bey-

ondareasonable doubt. He sentenced each ofthemto 10
yearsofrigorousimprisonmentandimposedafineofRs.
1lakheach. Asthepolice were preparingtoescortthemto
prison, oneofthe convicts, Raja, asked touse therestro-
omandsubsequentlyescaped. The policeare currently
__searching

JusticéC.S. Karnan,whoserved ajudg atthe

Madras and Calcutta High Courts before retiring, has
passedaway duetoill health.

The publicexpectsthe stream cnecting the
Periyakulamirrigationtankin Ezhumalaito the
Kanakkankulamirrigationtankto be restored.
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thefthad taken pluce
Distressed, the staffim-
mediately alerted the police.
Policearrived atthesceneand
inspectedthe premises. It was
confirmedthatapproximately
15kilograms of gold jewelry,
alongwith asignificant amo-
untofdiamondjewelry, had
been stolen. Accordingtothe
police, the total value of the
stolengold and diamondite-
msisestimated to bearound
Rs. 21 crore. Forensicexperts
collected evidence from the
sceneoftherobbery. Sniffer
dogs werealso brought in to
conductathorough search.
Madurai City Police Co-
mmissioner Rajendran and
other senior officials visited
thesiteto carry out an inte-
nsive investigation, which
included reviewing footage
fromthestore’s surveillance
cameras. Atapproximately
3:00 AM yesterday, an indi-
vidual—dressed entirely in
black fabric and wearing a
mask andgloves—arrived at

the premlses Heaccessedthe

rooftop by climbingscaffold-
inginstalled at the rear of the
building. From there, he des-
cended intothefirst floor via
theelevatorshaft, usingarope
that had been leftinplacefor
ongoingelevatorinstallation
work. Onceinside, he calmly
gatheredthejewelrydisplayed
forsale, placingtheitemsinto
alargebaghe had brought
with him. Police stated that
surveillance footage captured
him escapingby breakingop-
entheironbarsofawindow.
Althoughthe perpetrator’s
facewasnot clearly captur-
ed, the police are conducting
an extensive investigation
based on his physical build.
Given thestore’s proximity to
the Madurai Railway Station,
authorities suspect therobber
mayhavefled by traintoward
Keralaorstatesin North Ind-
ia; consequently, police have
been placed on highalert at
variousrailway stations, and
rigorous checks areunderway.

Investigatorsarealsoexploring
whether workers from other
construction sites near the
jewelrystoremight beinvolved.

Specifically, they areexa-
mining whether individuals
reviously hired for constr-

uction or cabinetry work at

the storeplayed arolein the

| heist. Assome of these wor-

kers are from North India,
thepolice are collecting their
details for further questioning.
Additionally, itisnoted that
25employees wereworkingat
thisnewly openedshowroom.

Thepolice questioned th-
emindividually. Given that
approximately 80 cameras
wereinstalled in thejewelry
storewhere therobberytook
place, thepolice are conduct-
ingathorough examination
toseeiftheperpetrator’s face
was captured by any of them.

Thepolice stated that wh-
ilethefootage showsonly one
individual, they suspect that
two or three people may have
beeninvolvedin therobbery.
Three special teams have be-
en formed to investigate the
incident.

CCTV footage from the
previous week shows amas-
kedindividual attempting to
commitarobberyatthestore;
ithas been confirmed that the
actualrobbery was carried
outduringasecond attempt.

US-Israel Military Action May Bolsterlran's
Nuclear Ambitions: Ex- D|pIomatAn|ITr|gunayat

USA:FormerIndiandipl-
omat Anil Trigunayatsuggests
thatjointmilitaryactionsby
the United Statesand Israel
againstIran mayhaveinadve-
rtentlystrengthened Tehran's
resolvetopursuenuclear we-
apons, ratherthandeterring
itsnuclear program.

Trigunayatargues that
Washington’s strategy has
exposed critical shortcomings.

Hehighlighted thatthein-
itialmilitaryoffensivelackeda
clearexitstrategy, while Iran's
decades&longpreparedness
for confrontation prevented
itfrombackingdown.

“The Americans came
andattacked alongwith Isr-
aeliswithoutareal strategy.
And strategy,asyouknow, is
alwayshowto exitfrom war,
whichwasnotthere,” Trigu-
nayatstated.

Questioning
Washington’s app-
roach,henotedthat |
militaryactioncould
push Tehrantowards
developingnuclear
weaponsasadete- .
rrent. >

“Thatshowsnot |
thesinceritywhether
youwantreallyanuclear&free
Iran,oryouwanttomakeIran
becomemoreemboldenedin
getting nuclear weaponsby
attacking,”headded.

Theconflictalsoelevated
the Straitof Hormuzasast-
rategicchoke point, shifting
frombattlefield engagements
toeconomicblockades. Do-
mestically, theIranianregime
hasseenitsposition strengt-
hened, while Gulfnationsare
reassessing theirrelianceon
the USforregional securitydue

toeconomicrepercussions.

Trigunayat mentioned
Iran’s conditions for negoti-
ationincludeendinghostili-
ties, reparations, unfreezing
funds, lifting sanctions,and
blockades. Despite tough pu-
blicstances, diplomatictalks
arereportedly continuing
viaregionalintermediaries.

US Vice President JD
Vanceisalsosaid tobe ex-
ploring direct talks with
Iranian security officials,
according to The Wall Street
Journal.

No Barriers...NoWarning Signs!
Accidents Continue NearUthangaral

UTHANKARATI: Six
peopletravelinginacarsu-
rvived with minorinjuries
after theirvehicle plunged
intoapitdugforbridge
constructionworkonthe
National Highwaynear
Uthangarai, in Krishnagiri
district.

Bridge constructionis
currentlyunderwayonthe
National Highwaynear
Uthangarai, forwhicha pit
hasbeen excavatedalong
theroadside.

A car carryingsix pass-
engerswastravelingalong
thisroutewhenitunexpe-
ctedlyfellinto the pit. The
occupantswereleftshaken
bytheincident.
Fortunately, all sixindiv-
idualsescaped withonly
minorinjuries,andamajor
tragedywasaverted. Local
residentsarrivedatthe
scenetoassist. Meanwhile,
motoristshavealleged that
therearenowarningsigns
toalertdriversaboutthe
ongoingconstruction wo-

rk,norare
thereany
safetybarri-
ersaround
thepit.
Driverspo- [
intoutthat,
especiallyat
night, those
travelingalongthisstretch
areatriskoffallinginto the
pit, asitremainsunmarked.
Theynotethataccid-
entshavebeenoccurring
frequentlyinthisarea. Co-
nsequently, motoristshave

urged the concernedaut-
horities to takeimmediate
actionbyinstalling proper
safetybarriers, illuminated
warninglights,and clear
signageatthe construction
siteon the National High-

With the waterinflow into Vettambadi Lake near
Namakkalhavingincreased, various species of mi-
gratory birds have beguntoarrive. Asflocks of birds
have gatheredinthetreesaroundthelake,the area
now resembles abird sanctuary.
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SHIFTING
POLITICAL

Asaduddin
Owaisi’s
Anti-BJP
Journey

Chapter in Progress:
Uttar Pradesh 2027

Tamil NaduAssemny SpeakerJCD Prabakaran distributed cakes toschool-

children at Chennai Middle Schoolin Nungambakkam on Friday as part of
Children’s Day celebrations.

11 Dead After Passenger Van
Plungesinto River in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Atleast
11 peoplehavedied aftera
passenger van plungedinto
ariverin the Gilgit&Balti-
stanregion of Pakistan&-
occupied Kashmir (PoK).
Theaccidentoccurredyes-
terday (Thursday) evening
whilethevanwastraveling
from Gilgit toward the Yasin
Valleyin the Ghizer District.
Accordingtothepolice, the
driverlostcontrol oftheve-
hiclenearthe MorgaBridge,

causingittofallintothe Yasin
River.Rescue teamsrecovered
thebodiesof 10 passengers,
includingtwowomen. Three
otherpassengers—including
achild—wererescuedand
takento the Gupis Civil Ho-
spital fortreatment.

The police stated that
the child later succumb-
ed to their injuries, brin-
ging the death toll to 11.
Boththe deceasedand the
injuredareresidentsofthe

Yasin Valleyin Pakistan&-
occupied Kashmir (PoK).
Thepolicehavelaunchedan
investigation to determine
the cause of theaccident.
Roadaccidentsarefrequent
inthisregion.

Justlast week, eight peo-
plewerekilledand 30 others
injured whenapassengerbus
traveling from Gilgit toIsla-
mabadcollidedwithatruck
near the Havelianinterchange
ontheHazara Motorway.

“Indiamust share the fruits of modern
research with the world" PM Modi

BENGALURU: Prime
Minister NarendraModihas
calledforsharingthebenefitsof
Indiasancientknowledgeand
modernresearchwiththerestof
theworld. Healsohighlighted
theexpandingreachofIndia’s
culturalinfluence globally.
Speakingin Bengalurutoday
(November 13) at the gol-
denjubilee celebrations of
‘Prashanthi Kuteeram’and
thecentenary commemora-
tionof writer H. V. Seshadri,
Prime Minister Modi said,
“Wemustsharethe fruits of
ourancientknowledgeand
modernresearchwithhum-
anity.Indoingso, weshould
recognizetheopportunities
thiscreatesforouryouth. We
havepromotedresearchinto
Ayurvedaandencouraged Ay-
urveda&based patents; today,
wearewitnessingtheresults.
Consequently, theexport of
AYUSH andherbal products
fromIndiacontinuestogrow.”
“Toassistforeign patientsse-
ekingtreatmentinIndia, the
governmenthasintroduced
an ‘e&AYUSH visa. Furth-

ermore, the World Health
Organizations ‘Global Centre
for Traditional Medicin€ has
beenestablishedin Jamnagar.
Researchand internation-
al collaborationin the field
oftraditional medicine are

belng activelyencouraged.”
“Overthepast12years,India
haspresenteditsculture,ide-
ntity,knowledge,andscience
totheworld with great self&c-
onfidence.Itisbecauseofthis
that ‘International Yoga Day’
isnowcelebratedacrossthe
globe—aninitiativethatori-
ginatedinIndia. Theseshifts
arehighlysignificantfor India;
theyhaveopened upvarious
avenuesforthoseinvolvedin
thefield of Yogatoparticipate
indiversecompetitiveevents,’
the Prime Minister stated.
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Chhath Festival: Greetings from Prime
Minister Modi and Minister Rajnath Singh

NEW DELHI: Thefour&d-
ayChhath festivalbeginstoday
(November 13)innorthern
states, including Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh,and Uttarakhand.

Celebratedin NorthIn-
dia, thisfestivalis dedicated
toexpressinggratitudetothe
Sun God and seekingbless-
ingsfor the well&beingand
prosperity of one’s family.
Duringthefestival, devotees
takeholydipsin waterbodies
suchasriversand ponds.

They offer prayersto the

settingsunintheeveningand
totherisingsunthefollowing
morning.

Prime Minister Modi

extended hisgreetingsforthe
Chhath festival. Inapost, he
stated, “Textend myheartfelt
wishestoallmyfellow citiz-

Law and Orderin Tamil Nadu: Governor

ensonthecommencement
ofthe four&day Chhath fe-
stival—a celebration deeply
rooted in public faith and
theworship ofthe Sun God”
“Toffermyrespectstoallthose
observingthefast. Itismywi-
shthatthe Sun God bestows
blessingsupon everyone,”
headded.
Regardingtheoccasion,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singhwrote, “Thefour&day
Chhathfestivalbeginstoday
withsacredrituals. Dedicat-

edtotheSun God, thisnoble
festival standsasaunique
symbol of our rich spiritual
and cultural heritage.
Iextend myheartfeltgr-
eetingstoall my fellow cou-
ntrymen on the occasion of
Chhath”“Toffer myhumble
respectstoallthoseobserving
thefast. May theblessings of
the Sun Godbringhappine-
ss, peace, good health, and
prosperityinto everyone’s
life; mayall your wishes be
fulfilled,” henoted.

Arlekar Submits Report toAmlt Shah

NEW DELHI: Tamil Nadu
Governor Rajendra Vishwa-
nath Arlekar departed from
Chennaifor Delhiby flight
thismorning (November13)
forathree&dayvisit. Upon
arrival, he met with Union
Home Minister Amit Shah.

Itisunderstood that Go-
vernor Arlekarhad planned
tomeet AmitShah duringa
previous visit to Delhilast
week; however, the meeting
didnottakeplaceasthe Home
Minister was notinthe cap-
italatthattime. Duringthis
currentvisit, the Governor

held adirect meeting with
the Union Home Minister.
Reports suggest that
the two discussed the pr-
evailing political climate
and the law&and&order
situation in Tamil Nadu.
Specifically,itisreported that
the Governor briefed Amit
Shah onvarious criminal
incidents occurringin the
state—including murders
androbberies—and provided
detailsregardingthe overall
law&and&order situation.
Furthermore, itisundersto-
odthathesubmittedaformal

reportonthese mattersto
the Union Home Minister. |
Notably, thismarksthe ’)
firstmeetingbetween Go-
vernor Arlekarand Union
Home Minister AmitShah
sincetheformerassumed |
his full&timeroleasthe i
Governorof Tamil Nadu.
Accordingtohisitinerary,
Governor Arlekarissche-
duled to travel from Delhi
toJammutoday.
Afterconcludinghiseng-
agementsthere,hewillreturn
to Delhion November 14.
Following the completion
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ofhis three&dayv1s1t heis
settoreturnto Chennaion
theeveningofNovember15.
Amidstthepolitical climate
andlaw&and&orderissues

in Tamil Nadu, Governor
Arlekar’smeeting with Amit
Shah has drawn significant
attention within Tamil Nadu’s
political circles.

“Whywere Anganwadi children notgiven

cake?”

TRICHY: “Thereisno
division or discrimination
madeamongthe students.
The Chief Minister willens-
urethateveryone’sneedsare
met, stated Minister Ramesh.
Ontheoccasionof Children’s
Day, Tamil Nadu Minister for
HinduReligiousand Charit-
ableEndowments, Ramesh,
inaugurated aneventtodis-
tribute cakesto studentsat
the Syed Murthuza Higher
SecondarySchoolin Trichy.

Speakingontheoccasion,

hesaid, “Tomark Childre-
ns Day, 5.28lakh cakesare
beingdistributed toatotal
of2.64lakh people—inclu-
ding2.50lakhstudents, as |
wellasteachersand staff— |
acrossthe Trichy district”

“The Chief Minister of Tamil }
Naduisfocusedon providing
ajoyfullearningenvironment
forstudents. Inline with this,
hehasarrangedforcakesand
greeting cardstobedistrib-
uted tostudentsthroughout
TamilNadu,”headded. When

asked why Anganwadi chil-
dren wereleftout—noting
thattheywerealsoexcluded
fromthe public holiday for
Diwali—heexplained, “The
Chief Minister hasintrod-

uced thisinitiative for
students from classes 1
to 12 forthefirsttime.”
“Thispointwillbebroug-
httothe ChiefMinister’s
attention,andifanycha-
ngesarerequiredinthe
future, he will certainly
takethenecessarysteps.

The Chief Minister
embracesall studentsand
children with theheartofa
mother. Thereisnodivision
ordiscriminationamongthe
students; hewill providewh-

— Minister Ramesh’s clarification

ateverisneededforeveryone.
District Education Officersare
currently preparingreports
onschoolswith unhygienic
premisesand thoselacking
basicinfrastructure. Measures
willsoonbetakentoupgrade
allsuchschools.

The governmentisfully
committed toensuringthatall
itsschemesreachthepeople
andthestudents.Ifanyminor
shortcomingsare brought
toourattention,immediate
actionwillbetaken,”hesaid.

Tamil Nadu, once an exemplary state, has turned
Intoa ‘cinema state—TTV Dhinakaran’s criticism

COVAL: AMMK GeneralSecretary
TTV Dhinakaran has criticized the
stateof affairsin Tamil Nadu, stating
thatitisnolongeranexemplary sta-
tebut hasinstead become a cinema
state’ Upon arrivingin Coimbatore

from Chennai by flight, he spoke to

reportersattheairport, stating, “Un-

der Dravidianéled administrations,
Tamil Nadu had become one of the
mostsignificant and developed states
inIndia, withthe DMK and AIADMK
alternatingin power. While various
development initiatives wereimpleme-
nted, thepublic—driven by adesirefor
change andfueledbyrivalries—made
agraveerror by placingindividuals
in power who should never have held
such positions. Tamil Nadu, oncean
exemplary state, has now effectively
becomea tinemastate.’ Youngmen
andwomen casttheirvotesin the belief
thatafilmherowould bringabout ch-
ange. Haveyouever heard ofa Deputy
Speaker assaultingsomeone? Therep-
ortsemergingnow are truly shameful.

U~
Therearereportsthata TVK (Tami-
laga Vettri Kazhagam) MLA sentan
inappropriatetext messagetoaDistrict
Collectorand even attempted to meet
the official while under the influence
ofalcohol. Yet, has any action been
taken? People who once sold movie
ticketson the black market, die¢~hard
fansof Vijay, and individuals withno
other qualifications—some of whom
cannoteven speak their own mother
tongue, Tamil, properly—have been
appointed as ministers.

Vijay hasnostandingto becompa-
redto MGR. Whileitistruethat Vijay
playedthe hero in films, he himself
admitted before theelection thatheis
a villain’inreallife. In a democracy,
anyoneis freeto enter politics; howe-
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Chief Minister Vijay Consults on

Re-establishing the ‘Friends of Police’ Group

CHENNALI: Chief Minister Vijay has
held consultations with officials regarding
there&establishment of the ‘Friendsof Po-
lice’ grouptoaddresslawand orderissues.
Opposition partieshavebeen consistently
allegingthatsince the TVK (Tamizhaga
Vetri Kazhagam) governmentassumed
powerin TamilNadu, incidentsof murder
androbberyhavebeenoccurringfrequ-

entlyacrossvariousdistricts,including
Chennai, and thatthe governmenthas
failed tomaintainlawand order. Against
thisbackdrop, ChiefMinister Vijayheld
ameetingwith officialsatthe Secretariat
yesterdaytodiscuss thelawand ordersit-
uation. The meetingwasattended by Law
Minister Nirmal Kumar, ChiefSecretary
SaiKumar, Home SecretaryKarthik, DGP

Mahesh Kumar Aggarwal, Additional
DGP (Prisons) Shankar,and Chennai City
Police Commissioner Amalraj
Duringthemeeting, officialsinformed
the ChiefMinister thatthereisashortage
of police personnelin Tamil Nadu, with
officersineverydistrictfacingan excessive
workload. Theysuggested thatincreasing
thenumber of police personnel would help

managethesituation.
Since the process of
recruiting, training,
andinductingnewpe-
rsonnelintothepolice
force—includingthe

ver, one must possess the necessary
politicalexperience, aclearideology,
and personal integrity. In Assam,
aparty oncerosetopower without
any foundational base—everyone
knowswhat eventually became of
thatparty. Today, personalintegrity
haseroded. Leaderslike Annaand
Kamarajar always emphasized that
personalintegrityis paramount in po-
litics. The public must closely observe
howthoseinpower conduct themselves
andensure that such mistakes are not
repeatedin thefuture. Iampartofthe
National Democratic Alliance (NDA).
Regardingthefive constituencies whe-
rebyerelectionsaresettotakeplace..”
The AIADMK hadpreviously won in
these constituencies; therefore, itis only
fairthat the ATADMK contests them.
Thereisno connection between the
titleof thefilm ‘Sandiyar’and any sp-
ecificcommunity. Consequently, the
controversy surrounding this name
isunnecessary. Krishnasamy should
reconsider his stance on this issue.

Corruption of thisnature should not
have occurred under the banner of
Periyar Arivulagam’ (Periyar Inte-
llectual Centre). Appropriate action
must betaken against thoseresponsible,
regardless of who they are. The public
iswellaware of how thisgovernment
is functioning. As for your question
about moving a noé-confidence mo-
tion—this government will collapse
onits own, even if left untouched.
Itisourdesiretosee Jayalalithaa’s ad-
ministration restored.

To that end, wewill stand by the
AIADMK andwork wholeheartedly
tosupport them. Prime Minister Modi
continues to hold his position because
he delivered excellent governancein
Gujarat. Heoperates beyond the conf-
ines of caste or religion. It was his good
governancein Gujarat that brought
himnationwide acclaim. Vijay has
onlyjustenteredpolitics; yet, look for
yourselves at theextent towhich Tamil
Nadu has sufferedin just these past six
months,”said Dhinakaran.

Thisinitiativeisintended to ass1stpohce
armedreserve—wouldtakeoverayear,the personnel currentlyengagedinlawand
ChiefMinister discussed the possibility order dutiesin managing the present

ofreviving the ‘Friends of Police’ group.  situation.
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